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Our Readers may fee, in the Lift of the feven laft Volumes of “he Univerfal 
Magazine, printed at the End of our laft Supplement, amon; te Englith Maps, 
thofe of Brecknockfhire, Caevinarthenfhire, Cardiganfhire, and Glamorganthire, 
contained in South Wales, for which there were particular. Maps: But, as there 
are no particular Maps of the Shires in North Wales, ave are obliged to give, here, 
a general Map of that Divifion ; and fall take due Notice, herecfter, of the other 
Shires in South Wales, for avbich there are alfo no particular Maps. The ifle of 
Anglefea, included in North Wales, having been already deferibyd, in our Magazine 

for March, 1765, Pag. 113, «we foall proceed to the next in Alphabetical Order, 


which is Caernarvonfhire. 


NAME. 


HE name of this county is derived 
from Caernarvon, the courty-town. 


BounDARIES, Form, EXTENT, and 
SITUATION. 


Caernarvonfhire is bounded on the north, 
fouth, and weit fides by the [rith fea; on 
the north-weft it is feparated from the 
ifland of Anglefea by the ttreights of Me- 
nay, and bounded on the eaft by the coun- 
ties of Denbigh and Merioneth. It is in 
the form of a wedge, and extends in length 
from north to fouth about forty miles, 
from eait to weft about twenty miles, and 
is near an hundred miles in circumference. 
Caernarvon, the county-town, is diftant 
258 miles north-weit from London. 


Rivers and LaAKEs. 


The principal rivers of this county are 
the Conway and the Seiont. The name 
of the Conway is fuppofed to be a varia- 
tion of Kynwy, which, in the ancient 
Britih language, fignified the chief of 
rivers. It rifes in a lake called Llyn Con- 
way, where the counties of Caernarvon, 
Denbigh, and Merioneth meet; and, run- 
ning north, falls into the Irifh fea, at 
Aberconway, a market-town. It is one 
of the moft confiderable ftreams in Europe 
for its length, which is but twelve miles 
from its fource to the fea ; but it receives fo 
many fmall rivers and brooks, that it is 
navigable for fhips of confiderable burthen 
within four miles of its fpring. The 
Seiont rifes in a lake called Llyn Peris, 
and, running weftward a few miles, falls 
into the ftreights of Menay, at the town 
of Caernarvon. 


Arr, Sort, and NATURAL PRo- 
DUCTIONS. 


The air of Caernarvonfhire is rendered 
cold and piercing, not only by the great 
number of lakes, but by the very high 
mountains, which, towards the middle of 
the county, {well one above another, fo 
as to have acquired the name of the Britith 
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Alps. The tops of many of thefe moyn- 
tains are cight or nine months in the year 
covered with fnow, and on fome of them 
the {now is perpetual, whence they are cal- 
led Snowdon HilJs; and upon thefe hills 
it frequently fnows, while it only rains in 
the vallies. 

The extremities of the county, particu- 
larly thofe bordering on the fea, are ne-~ 
verthelefs as fruitful and populous as any 
part of North Wales; they yield great 
plenty of fine barley, and feed vaft herds 
of cattle and fheep: Between the hills are 
alfo many pleafant and fruitful vallies, the 
the beauty of which is much heightened 
bv the dreary waftes that furround them : 
Great flocks of theep and goats feed alfo 
upon the mountains. ‘This county yields 
abundance of wood, the lakes and rivers 
produce plenty of freth-water fith, and 
the coaft is well fupplied with fea fifh of 
all forts. The river Conway is famous 
for a large black mufcle, in which are 
frequently found pearls as large, and of 
as good a colour, as any in Britain or 
Ireland. 


MANUFACTURES. 
It does not appear, that this county 
has any manufaéture. 


Civib. and ECCLESIASTICAL 
Divisions. 

. Caernarvonfhire is divided into feven 
hundreds, and aontains one city and three 
market-towns: It lies in the province of 
Canterbury, and diocele of Bangor, and 
has fixty-eight parishes. 


City and Market-Towns. 


The city is Bangor, and the market- 
towes are Aberconway, Caernarvon, and 
Pulheli. 

Bangor, or Banchor, retains its ancient 
Britith name, which fignifies ‘a beau:iful 
quire,” and which it probably obtsined 
from its fituation between two feep hiils, 
one upon the north, and the other on the 
fouth. 

This city Rands at the north end of the 

H iticights 








ree 





58 THE UNIVERSAL MAGAZINE 


fireights of Menay, 236 miles diftant from 
London ; and is a Bifhop’s fce, governed 
by the Bifhop’s Steward, who keeps a 
Court-leet and a Court-baron, It is a 
{mall city, but not ill inhabited, and has 
a harbour for boats. It was formerly fo 
Jarge as to be called by the Welch Bangor- 
Vawr, Bangor the Great, though now it 
is of little note. Here is a cathedral, 
which is, by fome writers, thought. to 
have been built in 516, and confequently 
to be the moft ancient in Britain: It was 
greatly defaced, fome centuries ago ; and, 
though it was in fome meafure repaired, 
in the reign of Henry the Seventh, yet it 
is now amean building. The other pub- 
lic edifices are the Bifhop’s palace and a 
tree-{chool. 

Aberconway preferves its ancient name, 
fignifying ¢ The Mouth of the Conway.’ 
It is alfo called Conway, and is diftant 
from London 229 miles. It was built by 
King Edward I, and is governed by an 
Alderman and two Bailiffs. It is a hand- 
fome town, pleafantly fituated on the fide 
of a hill. It was formerly walled in, and 
had a flrong caitle, which is now in ruins ; 
and, notwithfanding its conveniencies for 
trade, it is the poorelt town in the county. 

Caernarvon. The name of this place 
fignifies the town or fort of Arvon or 
Arvonia,’ a name by which this county 
was anciently called, from its fituation op- 
pofite to the ifland of Angiefey. It is fitu- 
ated at the fouth end of the ftreights of 
Menay, and was built by King Edward 
¥,-who fortified it with walls, and a itong 
caftle, which is flill ftanding to curb the 
Welch mountaineers, and fecure a paflage 
to the ifle of Anglefea. It was formerly 
a town of confiderable note, and the Chan- 
cery and Exchequer for North Wales were 
eftablifhed in it. It is governed by the 
conftable of the caftle, who, by his pa- 
tent, is always Mayor of the town, and 1s 
affifted by an Alderman, two bailiffs, a 
town-clerk, and other Officers. 

It is a neat {mall town, well built, well 
inhabited, and has a pretty good harbour. 
Here is a ferry from hence to Anglefea, 
called Abermenai Ferry ; and in a bay be- 
fore the town, called Caernarvon bay, there 
is pood anchorage. 

Pulheli, i. e. a falt pool, derived its 
name from its fituation on the fea-fide. It 
is diftant from London 250 miles, and is a 
finall place, not ill built, with a good har- 
bour and fome trade by fea. 


CURIOSITIES. 
The principal curiofitics of this county 
are iis valt mountains, rocks, and precipi- 


ces. Klogwyn Karnedh y Wydhva, 4 
mountain eaft of Caernarvon, -is by fome 
reckoned the highett in all the Britith do- 
minions, being the fummit of a clufter of 
very lotty mouptains, the tops of which 
rife one above another: From this fpot 
may be feen part of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and the Ifle of Man. 

Pen-maen-mawr, near Aberconway, isa 
vaft mountain, or rock, that rifes perpen- 
dicularly over the fea to an aftonifhing 
height. About the middle of the rock, 
and on that fide of it next the fea, there is 
a road feven feet wide, for paffengers, at 
the perpendicular height of 240 feet above 
the level of the fea, and as many feet below 
the top of the rock ; and on the fide of the 
road next the fea there is a wall breaft- 
high, which was built not many years ago, 
to the building of which the city of Dub- 
blin, in Ireland, greatly contributed. On 
the other fide of the hill there is a narrow 
foot-way, over which the top of the rock 
projects, fo as to form a very extraordinary 
and frightful appearance to the traveller 
below. 

Glyder is another very high mountain, 
on the fea-fide, not far frora Pen-maen- 
mawr, and is remarkable for a prodigious 
heap of ttones, of an irregular fhape, on its 
fummit, many of which are as large as thofe 
of Stonehenge. ‘They lie in fuch confu- 
fion as to refemble the ruins of a building, 
fome of them reclining, and fome lying 
crofs one another ; a phenomenon which 
has never yet been perte&ly accounted 
for. 
On the weft fide of this mountain there 
is, among many others, one very fteep and 
naked precipice, adorned with a vaft num- 
ber of equi-diftant pillars; the interftices 
between which are fuppofed to have been 
the effects of a continual dropping of wa- 
ter down the cliff, which is expofed to a 
wefterly fea wind: But why the water 
fhould have dropped at thefe regular dif- 
tances, before the hollows were formed, 
we are not told ; peffibly the whole mals 
of the rock may conlilt of vaft bodies of 
ftones, with fabulous or earthy matter be- 
tween them ; and, if fo, the rain may have 
wathed away the fand or earth from be- 
tween the ftony and folid parts of the mafs 
on the top and the fides, and fo formed the 
appearance ef ruins above, and of pillars 
below, which may be confidered as fkele- 
tons of thefe parts of the mountain. 

In a lake in this county, called Lhyn y 
kwn, near the luke cf Liyn Peris, it is pre- 
tended that a kind of trout is frequently 
found that has but one eye. 

At Aberconway is a tomb-ftone, —_ 
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the following very extraordinary infcrip- 
tion: * Here lieth the body of Nicholas 
Hookes, of Conway, Gent. who was the 
one and fortieth child of his father, Wil- 
liam Hookes, Efg; by Alice his wife, and 
the father of feven and twenty children. 
He died the zoth day of March, 1637. 


ANTIQUITIES. 

This county, under the Romans, was 
put of the country of the Ordovices, of 
whom mention has been made in the ac- 
count of the antiquit‘es of the ifland of 
Anglefea. It was afterwards called Ar- 
vonia; and, before the divifion of Wales 
into counties, the. Englifh called it Snow- 
don Foreft, from the mountains called 
Snowdon Hills. 

At the mouth of the river Sciont, near 
Caernarvon, ftood the town called by An- 
toninus Segontium, from the river Seiont. 
Some ruins of the walls of this town were 
vifible in the beginning of the lait century ; 
and it is has been fuppofed that the mouth 
of the river Seiont at this place was the Se- 
gontiorum Portus, mentioned by Prolemy. 
Later witers have cailed it ¢ the ancient city 
of the Emperor Conftantine ;° and, in the 
year 1283, the body of an eminent Roman 
was difcovered here, which was thought by 
fome to have been the body of Conftantius, 
father of Conftantine the Great: It was, 
by order of King Edward I, re-interred in 
the church of Caernarvon. 

The South-weft part of this county being 
a large promontory that runs out into the 
Irith fea, is called Lhyn in the Welch lan- 
guage ; and, in different copies of Ptolemy, 
itis called Caganum, Janganum, and Lan- 
ganum ; but from the prefent namz it is pro- 
bable that Langanum isthe belt reading. 

The river Conway is called Toifovius, 
inftead of Conovius, in all the copies of 
Prolemy ; an error caufed by a compen- 
dious method of writing the Greek lan- 
guage. 

Caerken, upon the river Conway, about 
five miles fouth of Aberconway, was the 
Roman town called Conovium by Anto- 
ninus 3; and about the becinning of the Jatt 
a ere was difcovered a Reman hy- 
pocauft, built by the tenth legion, called 
Antoniana, as appears from teveral tyles 
found at this place, infcribed Lec. X. and 
from fome other remains of Roman anti- 
quities, 

Oppofite to Conovium, on the cther fide 
of the river, but yet in this county ftood 
the ancient city Diganwy, which was fet on 
fre by lightning, end burnt down, fome 
centuries ago 3 and is fuppofed to have 
been the Roman city Digtum, where, under 


the late Emperors, the commander of the 
Nervii Diétenfes kept guard. The name 
Diganwy, by which it was afterwards call- 
ed, was probably compounded of the names 
Diétum and Conway. 

In this neighbourhood, were difcovered, 
about the beginning of the prefent century, 
fevera! brafs axes, fwords, and other im- 
plements, fuppofed to be the military wea- 
pons of the ancient Britons, before they 
underftood the manufacture of iron and fteel. 

On the top of the mountain called Pen- 
maen mawr, is a high and iteep hill, called 
Braich y Dhinas ; and on the top of this 
hill are ftill vifible the ruins of three walls, 
one within ancther, each of which was fix 
or feven feet thick, and fortified with up- 
wards of an hundred towers of equal di- 
menfions ; but when, or by whom this 
great work was ere&ed, is totally un; 
known. 

About a mile from this fortification isa 
hill, on the top of which ftands the moft re- 
markable monument in ail this county. It 
is called Y Meinheu hirion, and confitts 
of a circular intrenchment, about 80 feet 
diameter, on the outfide of which are ftill 
ftanding twelve rough ftone pillars, from 5 
to 6 feet high: Thele are again inclofed by 
a ftone wall ; and near the wall, on the 
outfide, are three other fuch rough pillars, 
ranged in a triangular form. ‘This work 
is fuppefed to have been an ancient Britifh 
temple ; and near it are feveral monu- 
ments, confifting of vaft heaps of ftones, 
which, according to tradition, are fepul-~ 
chral monuments of ancient Britons, who 
fell in a battle fought here againft the Ro- 
mans. 


ECCLESIASTICAL ANTIQUITIES. 


At Bardefey, a fall ifland near the ex- 
tremity of the South-weft promontory of 
this county, was a religious houfe before 
the year 516 ; it was called an abbey, and 
dedicated to St. Mary, and continued ti)! 
the general diffolution, when it was found 
to be endowed with yearly revenues, ra- 
ted at 46}. 1s. 4d. 

At Bangor, a bifhopric is thought to 
have been erected before the middle of the 
fixth century, by Malgwyn, or Malgo Cao- 
nan, Prince of North Wales ; and Daniel, 
fon of Dinothus, abbot of Banger, in 
Flinifluire, who had before founded a col- 
lece or monaitery here, was made the firit 
bithop. ‘The revenues of this bifhopric 
were valucd, upon the diffolution, at 1511. 
38. per annum. And there are now be- 
Jonsing to the cataedral of Bangor, which 
is dedicated to St. Daniel, a b:fhov, adean, 
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rer daries endowed, a precentor, a chancel- 
Jer, and three canons not endowed, two 
vieass choral, an organifi, lay-clerks, cho- 
sifiers, and other Officers. 

Here was an houfe of Friars Preachers, 
zsearly as the year 1276, which was con- 
verted to a free-fchool by Dr. Jeffery 
Glvon, in 1557. 

At Bethgelart, South-eaft of Caernar- 
von, wasa priory of Black canons, dedica- 
ted to St. Mary, of a very ancient founda- 
tion ; for, upon its being damaged by fire 
about the year 1283, Anianus, bifhop of 
Bangor, in an indulgence granted to all 
thofe that fhould contribute towards the 
rebuilding it, calls it the cldeft religious 
houfe in all Wales, except Bardefey. It 
was valued upon the diffolution at 701. 
38. 8d. per annum. 

At Clynogvawr, upon the fea - fide, 
South of Caernarvon, was a monattery 
founded in 616, by Guithin, nearly related 
to the Princes of North Wales. It was 
dedicated to St. Benuo, and was after- 
wards made a collegiate church, confitting 
of five portionifts or prebendaries, and 
continued fo till the diffolution. 

At Aberconway, Leweline, the fon of 
Gervafe, Prince of North Wales, in 1185, 
founded a Ciftercian abbey, dedicated to 
the Virgin Mary and all Saints ; but about 
the year 1283, King Edward I. removed 
the religious of this place to a monaftery 
which he had founded at Maynan in Den- 
bighthire, about three miles from Abev- 
conway. 


MEMBERs of PARLIAMENT for this 
County. 

This county fends two Members to 
Parliament ; one Knight of the fhire for 
the county, and one burgefs for the bo- 
rough of Caernarvon. The Members in 
the prefent Parliament are, for the county, 
Thomas Wynn, Efq; Lieutenant of this 
county, colons! of the militia thereof, 
and auditor cf the land, &c. revenue for 
Wales, fon of Sir John Wynn, Bart. 
{Glyn in this county] and for the borough 
of Caernarvon, Sir John Wynn, of Glynl- 
liven, in this county, Bart, Cuftos Rotulo- 
rum of this county. 

The next county of North Wales, in its 
alphabetical order is Denbighthive. 

NAME. 

Denbighfhire takes its name from Den- 
bizh, the county town. 

BounDARIES, EXTENT, and Sirvu- 

ATION. 
This county is bounded on the North 


by the Irifh fea, and part of Flinthire ; on 
the South by Montgomery fhire, on the Eaft 
by Chefhire and Shropfhire, and on the 
Welt by Caernatvonfhire and Merioneth- 
fhire. It extends in length from North- 
weft to South-eaft about 40 miles, from 
North to South about 20 miles, and is ae 
bout 118 miles in circumference. Denbigh, 
the county-town, is 209 miles North-wef 
of London. , 


RIvERs. 


The principal rivers of this county are 
the Clwyd, the Elwy, the Dee, and the 
Conway. Ciwyd is a name of which the 
etymology is unknown. ‘The river rifes 
at the bottom of a hil! South-weft of Ru- 
thin, a market-town ; and running North 
eaft, and paffing by Ruthin, direéts its 
courfe nearly North-weft, by St. Ajaph, a 
city of Flinthhire ; and tal!s into the Irifh 
fea a few miles Nortii-weit of St. Afaph. 
The etymology of the name Elwy is al- 
fo unknown. Theriver rifes in the South- 
welt part of the county, and, running 
North and North-eaft, falis into the Clwyd, 
near the city of St. Afaph. The Dee ri- 
fes near Bala,a market. town of Merioneth- 
fhire, runs North-eaft through Denbighfhire 
into Chefhire, and has. been defcribed a- 
mong the rivers of Chefhire. The Con- 
way feparates Denbighfhire from Caernar- 
vonfhire, and has been abovementioned 
in the defcription of Caernarvonfhire. 

The lefs confiderable ftreams of this 
county are the Alwen, the Aled, the 
Clawedok, the Neag, and the Gyrow. 


Arr and Sort. 


The air of this county is reckoned very 
healthy, but it is rendered fharp and pierc- 
ing by a vaft chain of mountains, which 
almoit furrounds the county, and the top 
of which is for the much greater part of 
the year covered with fnow. The foil is 
various, and almoft in the extremes of 
good and bad: The weft part is heathy, 
barren, and but thinly inhabited, except 
the fea-coaft, and the bank of the Conway : 
The hills upon the eaftern borders of the 
county look, at a certain diftance, like the 
battlements or turrets of caftles ; and this 
part is as barren as the Weft, except where 
it borders the river Dee ; but the middle 
part of the county, confifting of a flat coun- 
try, feventeen miles long from North to 
South, and about five miles broad, is one 
of the moft delightful fpots in Europe : It 
is extremely fruitful and well inhabited : 
It is furrounded by high hills, except upon 
the North, where it Ties open to the fea, 
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and is called the vale of Clwyd, from its 
being watered by the river of that name, 
The inhabitants of this county in general 
are long-lived ; but thofe of the vale of 
Clwyd are remarkable for their longevity. 


NATURAL PRODUCTIONS. 


The hills and heaths of Denbighfhire 
feed vaft numbers of goats and theep, and 
being manured with turf afhes, they pro- 
duce plenty of rye: The vailies abound 
with black cattle and corn; and the coun- 
ty abounds with fith and fowl, and con- 
tains feveral lead mines, that yield plenty 
of ore, particularly about Wrexham, a 
market-town. 


MANUFACTURES. 


There is a confiderable manufaftory of 
gloves at Denbigh, and another of flannels 
at Wrexham. 


Civit and ECCLESIASTICAL 
Divisions. 


Denbighfhire is divided into 12 hun- 
dreds, and contains 3 market-towns. It 
lies in the province of Canterbury, and 
artly in the diocefe of St. Afaph, and part- 
y inthat of Bangor ; and it is divided in- 
to fifty-feven parifhes. 

MarkeET-Towns. 

The market-towns are Denbigh, Ruthin, 
and Wrexham. 

Denbigh was, from its original fituation 
on a fteep rock, formerly called by the 
Welch Kledvyrn yn Rhos, the rocky hill 
in Rhos. The etymology of the name 
Denbigh is not known, The town ts go- 
verned by two Aldermen, a Recorder, two 
Bailiffs, who are chofen annually out of 25 
capital burgeffes, a town-clerk, two fer- 
jeants at mace, and other Officers. 

The fituation of the original town of 
this name being found inconvenient by the 
inhabitants, they abandoned it in the reign 
Queen Elifabeth, and built the prefent 
town at the bottom of the rock on which 
the old town ftood, near a branch of the 
river Clwyd, called the Iftrod, about two 
miles Welt of that river, with a delightful 
profpeét over the rich vale of Clwyd. It 
1s a handfome, large, populous town, and 
by fome efteemed the beft in North Wales. 
Here is a caftle much decayed, and two 
churches. The town is chiefly inhabited 
by tanners and glovers, and has 2 good 
market for corn, cattle, and other provi- 
fions ; but the ground on which it is built 
abounding with lime-ftone, the water is 
reckoned unhealthy, and_the inhabitants 
icidom live to a great age, 


Ruthin ftands near the center of the 
county, at the diftance of 184 miles from 
London ; and is a corporation governed by 
two Aldermen and Burgeffes. It is large 
and populous, but has ne parifh church, 
being itfelf part of the parifh of Lihan 
Rudd in its neighbourhood. Here are, 
however, 2 good free-{chool, and an hofpi- 
tal, both founded by Dr. Goodman, in 
the reign of Queen Elifabeth. 

Wrexham is diftant from London 167 
miles, and is fituated in a good foil, on the 
bank of a fall ftream, that falls into the 
Dee. It is by fome perfons reckoned a 
larger town than Denbigh, and is a place 
of great refort and good accommodation. It 
isa hand{ome well built town, with a large 
church, remarkable for a fteeple thought 
by fome to be one of the fineft in Britain. 
Here are alfo two large meeting-houfes, 
and a great market for flannel, which 1s 
bought up in vaft quantities, and fent te 
London, it being a confiderable manufac. 
ture in this place, and the chief employ- 
ment of the poor in the neighbourhood. 


CURIOSITIES. 


The defcriptions of this county mention 
no natural curiofities, 


ANTIQUITIES. 

Denbighfhire, under the Romans, was 
part of the country of the Ordovices, of 
whom mention has been made in the ac- 
count of the ifland of Anglefea. Some 
Britons, who were forced out of Scotland, 
are faid in their turn to have driven the 
Saxons out of this country, and, by the af- 
fifttance of the Welch, to have pofleffed 
themfelves of all this diftri€t, from the river 
Conway to the Dee. 

Holt-caftle, upon the river Dee, near 
Wrexham, is the Leonis Caftrum of ancient 
writers, near which, on the other fide of the 
Dee, the Legio Vicefima Viétrix kept gar- 
rifon. 

Among the hills South-weft of Ruthin is 
a place cailed Kerig y Drudion, the Druid 
ftones ; and here are ditto be feen two ftone 
monunients, firppofed to have been ere&- 
ed by the ancient Druids ; They are called 
by the Welch Kiftieu Maen, or ftone 
chefis; and one of them is diftinguifhed 
from the otner by the name of Karchar 
Kynrik Rwth, or Kynrik Rwth’s prifon. 
They ftand North and South, at the difl- 
ance of a furlong one from another ; they 
are in the form of a cheft, and confit each 
of feven ftenes ; of thefe ftones, four 
which compofe the top, bottoin, and two 

fides, are ahowt fix feet long, and three 
broad ; 
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broad ; a fifth ftone forms the South end 
of the cheft; at the North end is the en- 
trance, fecured by a fixth ftone, which 
fermed the door, and was upon occafion 
removed ; this door flone was clafped or 
faftened by a feventh ftone of a vaft weight, 
which was laid over the top ftone, and, 
when the door was to be faftened, was re- 
moved towards the North end. ‘Though 
thefe ftone chefts have given the name of 
Druid ftoves to the place where they are 
found, and though one of them is alfo call- 
ed. Kynrik Rwth’s prifon; yet it is not 
probable that they were intended for pri- 
fons by the Druids, who conftructed them. 
Kynrik Rwth was a petty tyrant in this 
neighbourhood, of much Jater times than 
the Druids ; and he thought fit to fhut up 
fome perfon that offended him in one of 
thefe cells, which gave occafion to call it 
his prifon ; but for what uf they were firft 
intended is not conjectured, 

In a well fomewhere in this county, a 
fmall brafs figure, reprefenting a human 
head, was found, together with other fi- 
gures of the fame fubitance, in imitation of 
fnakes, all hung upon a wire ; but whe- 
ther Britith or‘Roman is not known. 

At Lhanfannan, South-we t of Denbich, 
there is a cave cut in the fide of a great 
yock, which contains 24 feats of different 
dimenfions, and is known by the name c! 
Arthur’s round table. ; 

About a mile from Kevig y Drudion, is 
a circular ditch and rampart, upwards of 
soo paces in diameter, called Pen y Gaer 
Vawr. 

In the fame neighbourhocd is a!fo a for- 
tification of an oval figure, called Kaer 
y Dhynod. It fiands upon the bank of 
the river Alwen, and has a rampart con- 
fitting of ftones rudely heaped together, to 
the perpendicular height of three hundred 
feet on the river-fide, but fcarce half that 
height on the other. There is great reafon 
to believe that this was the camp of King 
Caraftacus, when he fought Oftorius, the 
Roman General, as it agrees in almott 
every particular with the defcripticn given 
by Tacitus of that Prince’s camp. 

On the other fide of the river Alwen, 
oppofite to Kaer y Diynod, is a feep hill, 
between 5 and 609 feet high, on the top 
of which ss a circular intrenchment, much 
more artificial than Kaer y Dhyncd, called 
Kaer Vorwyn, the Maiden fort. 

In fome places in this county feveral 
ftone pillars have been found, infcribed with 





chara&ers which were uled by the Druids, 
At Clocainog, near Ruthin, a tomb- 
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ftone has been found, with a Roman epi. 
taph ; the fpot where this ftone was found 
is called Bryn y Bedheu, or the hill of 
Graves ; and near it is an artificial hill or 
Tumulus, called Krig Vryn, Barrow-hill, 


ECCLESIASTICAL ANTIQUITIES. 


At de Valle Crucis, or Lhan Egweft, 
South-weft of Wrexham, Madoc ap Grif- 
fith Maylor, Prince of Powis, about the 
year 1200, founded a Ciftercian abbey, de- 
dicated to the Virgin Mary, which was en- 
dowed 6n the diffolution with 18381. 8s, 
per annum. 

At Maynan, not far from Denbigh, 
King Edward I, in 1283, founded an ab. 
bey, to which he tranflated the Ciftercian 
monks of Aberconway, who flourifhed 
here till the diffolution, when their reve, 
nues were valued at 162 1. 15 s. per anntm, 

At Ruthin was a chapel dedicated to St. 
Peter, which John, fon of Reginald de 
Grey, made collegiate in 13:0. for 7 regu- 
‘ar priefts, who, it is thought comtinyed 
here till the general fupprefiion. 

Here was alfo a ce!l of Bonhommes, 
and a houfe of White friars. 

At the ea end cf the town of Denbigh, 
as sn houfe of White friars, dedicated to 
y, anc founded, according to fome, 
in Ssitfbury, who died in 1289 ; but, 
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The p2rifh church of Wrexham was for- 
merly collegiate, but had ne prebendaries, 

In the valley of Clwyd was a monaftery, 
faid to have been fourded by St. Elerius, 
who lived in the feventh century. 


Memsers of ParLiAMENT for this 
CounTy. 


This county fends two Members to Par- 
liament 5; one Knight of the fhire for the 
county, and one Burgefs for the borough 
of Denbigh. The Knight of the fhire in the 
prefent Parliament is Sir Lynch Salufbury 
Cotton, Bart. of Llewency in this county ; 
and for the borough, Richard Myddelton, 
of Chirk caftle in this county, Efq; Lord 
Lieutenant and Cuftos Rotulorum of Den- 
bighthire, Recorder of this town and cor- 
poration, and Colonel of the militia of 
this county, 


N. B. There sre three remaining coun- 
ties in North Wales, viz. Flintthire, Me- 
rioneth (hire, and Montgomery fhire, which 
we ilia!l defcribe in the fucceeding num- 
bers of our Magazine, 
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On the Importance of the Stupy and. Know Lepce of our LAWS; JLeing an 
Extract from the Introdu&ion to the Commentaries of the Laws of England, dy 
Wititram Briackstone, E/q; Vinerian Profefir of Law, aad dollicitor- 


General to her Majefty. 


HE {cience of the laws and conftitu- 

tion of our own country is a fpecies 
of knowledge, in which the Gentiemen of 
England have been more remarkably de- 
ficient than thofe of al! Europe befides. In 
mott of the nations on the continent, where 
the civil or imperial law, under different 
modifications, is clofely interwoven with 
the municipal laws of the land, no Gentle- 
man, or at leaft no fcholar, thinks his 
education is completed, till he hasattained a 
courfe or two of lectures both upon the Initi- 
tutes of Juftinian and the local conftitutions 
of his native foil, under the very eminent 
Profeffors that abound in their feveral Uni- 
verfities. And, in the northern parts of 
our own ifland, where alfo the municipal 
laws are frequently conneéted with the 
civil, it is difficult to meet with a perfon 
of liberal education, who is deftitute of a 
competent knowledge in that fcience, 
which is to be the guardian of his natural 
rights, and the rule of his civil condué. 

“Nor have the imperial laws been totally 
neglected even in the Englifh nation. A 
general acquaintance witn their decifions 
has ever been defervediy confidered as no 
fmall accomplifhment of a Gentleman ; 
and a fafhion has prevailed, efpecially of 
late, to tranfport the growing hopes of 
this ifland to foreign Univerfities, in Swit- 
zerland, Germany, and Holland; which, 
though infinitely inferior to our own in e- 
very other confideration, have been looked 
upon as better nurferies of the civil, or 
(which is nearly the fame) of their own 
municipal law. In the meaa time, it has 
been the peculiar lot of our admirable 
fyftem of laws to be negleéted, and even 
unknown, by ali but one pragtical profef- 
fion; though built upon the foundett 
foundations, and approved by the experi- 
ence of ages. 

Far from derogating from the ftudy of 
the civil law, confidered apart from any 
binding authority, asa collection of writ- 
ten reafon, we ought to be thoroughly 
perfuaded of the general excellence of its 
rules, the ufual equity of its decifions, and 
its ufe as well as ornament to the {cholay, 
the divine, the ftatefman, and even the 
common lawyer. But we muft not carry 
our veneration fo tar as to facrifice our 
Alfred and Edward to the manes of Theo- 
dofius and Juftinian ; We muf net prefer 


the edit of the Pretor, or the refcript of 
the Roman Emperor, to our own imme- 
morial cuftoms, or the fan&tions of an 
Enghfth Parliament; unlefs we can alfo 
prefer the defpotic monarchy of Rome and 
Byzantium, for whofe meridians the for- 
mer were calculated, to the free conftitus 
tion of Britain, which the latter are adapt- 
ed to perpetuate. 

Without detraéting, therefore, from the 
real merit which abounds in the imperiaf 
law, it may with good reafon be afferted, 
that, if an Englifhman mutt be ignorant 
of either the one or the other, he had bet- 
ter be a ftranger to the Roman than the 
Englifh inftirutions. For it may well be 
thought an undeniable pofition, that a 
competent knowledge of the laws of that 
fociety, in which we live, is the proper ac- 
complifhment of every Gentleman and 
{cholar; an highly ufeful and perhaps ef- 
fential part of liberal and polite education. 
And in this we are warranted by the ex- 
ample of ancient Rome ; where, as Cicero 
informs us, the very boys were obliged to 
learn the Twelve Tables by heart, as 2 
* carmen neceffirium,’ or indifpenfable lef- 
on, to imprint on their tender minds an 
early knowledg: of the laws and:conétita- 
tions of their country. 

To demonitrate the utility of fome ac- 
quaintance with the laws of the land, let 
us only reflect a moment on the fingular 
frame and polity of that land which is go- 
verned by this fyftem of Jaws. A land, 
perhaps the only one in the univerfe, in 
which political or civil liberty is the very 
end and fcope of the conftitution. This 
liberty, rightly underftood, confilts in the 
power of doing whatever the laws permit; 
which is only to be effeéted by a general 
conformity of all orders and degreés to 
thofe equitable rules of aétion, by which 
the meaneit individual is protected from 
the infults and oppreffion of the greateft. 
As therefore every fubje& is intereited ia 
the prefervation of the laws, it is incum- 
bent upon every man to be acquainted, 
with thofe at leaft with which he is imme- 
diately concerned, left he incur the cen= 
fure, as well as inconvenience, of living in 
fociety without knowing the obligations 
which it lays him under. And thus much 
may fufice for perfons of inferior condi- 
tion, who haveneither time nor capacity 

to 
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to enlarge their views beyond that con- 
traéted {phere in which they are appointed 
to move. But thofe, on whom Nature 
and Fortune have beftowed more abilities 
and greater leifure, cannot be fo eafily ex- 
cufed. Thefe advantages are given them, 
not for the benefit of themfelves only, but 
alfo of the public; and yet they cannot, in 
any fcene of life, difcharge properly their 
duty either to the public or themfelves, 
without fome degree of knowledge in the 
laws. ‘To evince this the more clearly, it 
may not be amifs to defcend to a few parti- 
culars. 

Let us therefore begin with our Gentle- 
men of independent eftates and fortune, 
the moft ufeful as well as confiderable body 
of men in the nation ; whom even to fup- 
pofe ignorant in this branch of learning 
as treated by Mr. Locke as a ftrange ab- 
furdity. It is their landed property, with 
its long and voluminous train of defcents 
and conveyances, fettlements, entails, and 
aincumbrances, that forms the moft intri- 
cate and moft extenfive objeé& of legal 
knowledge. The thorough comprehen- 
fion of thefe, in all their minute diftinc- 
tions, is perhaps too laborious a tafk for 
any but a lawyer by profeffion; yet ftill 
the undeiftanding of a few leading princi- 
ples, relating to eftates and conveyancing, 
may form fome check and guard upon a 
Gentleman’s inferior agents, and preferve 
him at leaft from very grofs and notorious 
impofition. 

Again, the policy of all laws has made 
fome forms neceffary in the wording of 
laft wills and teftaments, and more with 
regard to their atteftation. An ignorance 
in thefe muft always be of dangerous con- 
fequence, to fuch as by chance or neceffity 
compjle their own teftaments without any 
technical affiftance. Thofe who have at- 
tended the Courts of Juftice are the beft 
witneffes of the confufion and diftreffes 
that are hereby occafioned in families ; and 
of the difficulties that arife in difcerning 
the true meaning of the teftator, or fome- 
times in difcovering any meaning at all: 
So that in the end his eftate may often be 
vefted quite contrary to thefe his enigma- 
tical intentions, becaufe perhaps he has o- 
mitted one or two formal words, which are 
neceflary to afcertain the fenfe with indif- 
putable legal precifion; or has executed his 
will in the prefence of fewer witneffes than 
the law requires. 

But to proceed from private concerns to 
thofe of amore public confideration. All 


Gentlemen of fortune are, in confequence 

of their property, liable to be called upon 

to eftablith the rights, to eftimate the inju- 
3 
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ries, to weigh the accufations, and fome- 
times to difpofe. of the lives of their fel- 


low-fubjeéts, by ferving upon Juries. [4 
this fituation they are frequently to decide, 
and that upon -their oaths, queftions of 
nice importance, in the folution of which 
fome legal fkill is requifite; efpecially 
where the law and the faét, as it often 
happens, are intimately blended together, 
And the general incapacity, even of our 
beft Juries, todo this with any tolerable 
propriety, has greatly debafed their autho- 
sity 3 and has unavoidably thrown more 
power into the hands of the Judges, to di- 
sect, controul, and even reverfe their ver- 
digs, than perhaps the conftitution in- 
tended, 

But it is not as a Juror only that the 
Englith Gentleman is called upon to de- 
termine queltions of right, and diftribute 
juttice to his fellow-fubjects: It is prin- 
cipally with this order of men that the 
commiffion of the peace is filled. And 
here a very ample field is opened for a 
Gentleman to exert his talents, by main- 
taining good order in his neighbourhood ; 
by punithing the diffolute and idle; by 
protecting the peaceable and induffrious ; 
and, above all, by healing petty differen- 
ces and preventing vexatious profecutions. 
But, in order to attain thefe defirable ends, 
it is neceflary that the Magiftrate thould 
underftand his bufinefs, and have not only 
the will but the power alfo (under which 
muft be included the knowledge) of ad- 
minvitering legal and effeétual juftice. Elfe, 
when he has miftaken his authority, 
through paffion, through ignorance, or 
abfurdity, he will be the obje& of con- 
tempt from his inferiors, and of cenfure 
from thofe to whom he is accountable for 
his conduét. 

Yet farther; moft Gentlemen of confi- 
derable property, at fome period or other 
in their lives, are ambitious of reprefenting 
their country in Parliament; and thofe, 
who are ambitious of receiving fo high a 
truft, would alfo do well to remember its 
nature and importance. They are not 
thus honourably diftinguifhed from the 
reft of their fellow. fubjeé&ts, merely that 
they may privilege their perfons, their ef- 
tates, or their domeftics; that they may 
lift under party banners; may grant or 
with- hold fupplies ; may vote with or vote 
againft a popular or unpopular Admini- 
firation ; but upon confiderations far more 
interefting and important. They are the 
guardians of the Englith conftitution ; the 
makers, repealers, and interpreters of the 
Englith laws ;celegated to watch, to check, 
and te avert cvesy dangerous innovation 5 
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to propofe, to adopt, and to cherifh any 
folid and well-weighed improvement ; 
bound by every tie of nature, of honour, 
and of religion, to tranfmit that conftitu- 
tion and thofe laws to their pofterity, a- 
mended, if poffible at leaft, without any 
derogation. And how ynbecoming mutt 
it appear ina Me mber of the Legiflature to 
vote for a new law, who is utterly igno- 
rant of the old! What kind of interpre- 
fation can he be enabled to give, who is a 
firanger to the text upon which he com- 
ments ! 

Indeed it is really amazing,’ that there 
fhould be no other itate of life, no other 
occupation, art, or fcience, in which fome 
method of inftruétion is not looked upon 
as requifite, except only the fcience of le- 
giflation, the nobleft and moft difficult of 
any. Apprenticefhips are held neceflary 
to almoft every art, commercial or me- 
chanical: A long courfe of reading and 
ftudy muft form the divine, the phy- 
fician, and the praétical profeffor of the 
laws; but every man of fuperior for- 
tune thinks himfelf ¢ born’ a Legiila- 
tor. Yet Tully was of,a different cpi- 
nion: * It is neceflary, fays he, for a 
Senator to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the conftitution ;’ and this, he declares, is 
a knowledge of the molt extenfive nature ; 
a matter of fcience, of diligence ; without 
which no Senator can poffibly be fit for 
his office. 

The mifchiefs that have arifen to the 

ublic from inconfiderate alterations in our 
con are too obvious to be called in quef- 
tion; and how far they have been owing 
to the defective education of our Senators, 
isa point well worthy the public attention. 
The common Jaw of England has fared 
like other venerable edifices of antiquity, 
which rafh and unexperienced workmen 
have ventured to new-drefs and refine, 
with all the rage of modern improvement. 
Hence frequently its fymmetry has been 
deftroyed, its proportions diftorted, and 
its majeftic fimplicity exchanged for f{pe- 
cious embellifhments and fantaftic novel- 
ties. For, to fay the truth, almof all the 
perplexed queftions, almoft all the nice- 
ties, intricacies, and delays (which have 
fometimes difgraced the Enelith, as well 
as other Courts of juftice) owe their ori- 
ginal, not to the common law itfelf, but 
to innovations that have been made in it 
by aéts of Parliament; ¢ overladen, (as Sir 
Edward Coke expreffes it) with provifoes 
and additions, and many times on a fud- 
den penned or correéted by men of none 
or very little judgment in law.’ This 
great and well-experienced Judge declares, 
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that in all his time he never kgew two 
queftions made upon rights merely de- 
pending upon the common law; and 
warmly laments the confufion introduced 
by ill-judging and unlearned Legiflators. 
‘ But if, he fubjoins, aéts of Parliament 
were, after the old fafhion, penned by 
fuch only as perfeétly knew what the 
common law was before the making of any 
act of Parliament concerning that matter, 
as alfo how far forth former ftatutes had 
provided a remedy for former mifchicfs, 
and defeéts difcovered by experience ; then 
fhould very few queftions in Jaw arife, and 
the learned fhould not {fo often and fo 
much perplex their heads to make atone~ 
ment and peace, by conftruction of law, 
between infenfible and difagreeing words, 
fentences, and provifoes, as they now do.” 
And if this inconvenience was fo heavily 
felt in the reign of Queen Elifabeth, it 
may be judged how the evil is increafed 
in later times, when the ftatute book is 
{welled to ten times a larger bulk; unlefs 
it fhould be found, that the penners of our 
modern ftatutes have proportionably better 
informed themfelves in the knowledge of 
the common law. 

What is faid of our Gentlemen in gene= 
ral, and the propriety of their application to 
the ftudy of the laws of their country, will 
hold equally ftrong or ftill ftronger with re< 
gard to the Nobility of this realm, ex< 
cept only in the article of ferving up- 
on Juries. But, inftead of this, they 
have feveral peculiar provinces of far 
greater confequence and concern; being 
not only by birth hereditary Counfellors 
of the Crown, and Judges, upon their ho~ 
nour, of the lives of their brother-peers, 
but alfo arbiters of the property of all their 
fellow-fubjects, and that in the laft refort. 
In this their. judicial capacity they are 
bound to decide the niceft and moft criti-~ 
cal points of the law; to examine and 
corre&t fuch errors as have efcaped the 
moft experienced fages of the profefion, 
the Lord Chancellor and the Judges of the 
Courts at Weftminfter. Their fentence is 
final, decifive, irrevocable: No appeal, no 
correction, not even’a review can be had = 
And to their determination, whatever it 
be, the inferior Courts of juftice muft con~ 
form; otherwife the rule of property 
would no longer be uniform and fteady. 

Should a Judge, in the moft fubordi- 
nate jurifdiction, be deficient in the know- 
ledge of the law, it would refieé& infinite 
contempt upon himfelf, and difgrace upon 
thofe who employ him. And yet the 
confequence of his ignorance is compara 
tively very trifling and fmall: His judg- 
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ment may be examined, and his errors rec- 
tified by other Courts. But how much 
more ferious and affeéting is the cafe of a 
fuperior Judge, if, without any fkill in the 
laws, he will boldly venture to decide a 

ueftion, upon which the welfare and fub- 
iftence of whole families may depend! 
where the chance of his judging right or 
wrong is barely equal; and where, if he 
chances to judge wrong, he does an injury 
of the moft alarming nature, an injury 
without poffibility of redrefs ! 

Yet, vaft as this truft is, it can no where 
be fo properly repcfed as in the noble 
hands where our excellent conftitution has 
placed it; and therefore placed it, becaufe, 
from the independence of their fortune, and 
the dignity of their ftation, they are pre- 
fumed to employ that leifure which is the 
confequence of both, in attaining a more 
extenfive knowledge of the laws than per- 
fons of inferior rank: And becaufe the 
founders of our polity relied upon that de- 
Jicacy of fentiment, fo peculiar to noble 
birth; which, as on the one hand it will 
prevent either intereft or affection from in- 
terfering in queftions of right, fo on the 
other, it will bind a Peer in honour, an ob- 
ligation which the law efteems equal to 
another’s oath, to be mafter of thofe points 
upon which it is his birthright to decide. 

The Roman pandeéts will furnifh us 
with a piece of hiftory not unapplicable to 
our prefent purpofe. Servius Sulpicius, a 
Gentleman of the Patrician order, and a 
celebrated orator, had occafion to take the 
opinion of Quintus Mutius Sczvola, the 
oracle of the Roman law; but, for want 
of fome knowledge in that {cience, could 
not fo much as under{tand even the tech- 
nical terms, which his friend was obliged 
to make ufe of. Upon which Mutius 
Scxvela could not forbear to upbraid him 
with this memorable reproof, ‘ That it 
was a fhame for a Patrician, a Nobleman, 
and an Orator of caufes, to be ignorant of 
that law in which he was fo peculiarly 
concerned.” This reproach made fo deep 
an impreffion on Sulpicius, that he imme- 
diately applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
Jaw, wherein he arrived to that proficiency, 
that he left behind him about a hundred 
and fourfcore volumes of his own compi- 
ling upon the fubjc& 5 and became, in the 
opinion of Cicero, a much more complete 
lawyer than even Mutius Sccevola himfelf. 
—The inference which arifes from this 
ftory is this, that ignorance of the laws of 
the land hath ever been efteemed difho- 
nourable, in thofe who are intrufted by 
their country to maintain, to adminifter, 
aid to amend then, 
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Nor will fome degree of legal knowledge 
be found in the leaft fuperfluous to perfons 
of inferior rank, efpecially thofe of the 


learned profeffions. The clergy in parti- 
cular, befides the common obligations they 
are under in proportion to their rank and 
fortune, have alfo abundant reafon, con- 
fidered merely as Clergymen, to be ac- 
quainted with many branches of the law, 
which are almoft peculiar and appropriated 
fo themfelves alone. Such are the laws re- 
lating to advowions, inftitutions, and in- 
duétions ; to fimony and fimoniacal con- 
tracts ; to uniformity, refidence, and plu- 
ralities; to tithes and other ecclefiaitical 
dues; to marriages (more efpecially of 
Jate) and to a variety of other fubjeéts, 
which are configned to the care of their or- 
der by the provifions of particular ftatutes, 
To underftand thefe aright, to difcern 
what is warranted or enjoined, and what is 
forbidden by law, demands a fort of legal 
apprehenfion ; which is no otherwife to be 
acquired than by ufe, and a familiar ac- 
quaintance with legal writers. 

For the Gentlemen of the faculty of 
phyfic, it mutt be frankly owned that no 
fpecial reafon appears, why they in parti- 
cular fhould apply themfelves to the itudy 
of the law; unlefs in common with other 
Gentlemen, and to complete the charaéter 
of general and extenfive knowledge; a 
charaéter which their profeffion, beyond 
others, has remarkably deferved. It might, 
however, frequently be of ufe to families up- 
on fudden emergencies, if the phyfician 
were acquainted with the doétrine of lait 
wills and teftaments, at leaft fo far as re- 
lates to the formal part of their execution. 

But thofe Gentlemen, who intend to 
profefs the civil and ecclefiaftical laws in 
the fpiritual and maritime courts of th.s 
kingdom, are of zl] men (next to common 
lawyers) the moft indifpenfably obliged to 
apply themfelves ferioufly to the ftudy of 
our municipal laws. For the civil and 
canon laws, confidered with refpe& to any 
intrinfic obligation, have no force or au- 
thority in this kingdom ; they are no more 
binding in England than our laws are 
binding atRome. But as far as thefe fo- 
reign laws, on account of fome peculiar 
propriety, have, in fome particular cafes, 
and in fome particular Courts, been intra- 
duced and allowed by our laws, fo far they 
oblige, and no farther; their authority 
being wholly founded upon that permif- 
fion an& adoption. For which reafon it 


becomes highly neceflary for every civilian 
and canonift that would aét with fafety as 
a Judge, or with prudence and repytation 
as an Advocate, te know in what —_ 
an 
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and how far the Erglith laws have given 
fanstion to the Roman; in what points 
the latter are reje&ted ; and where they are 
both fo intermixed and blended together, 
as to form certain fupplemental parts of 
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the common law of England, diftinguith- 
ed by the titles of the King’s maritime, 
the King’s military, and the King’s ecclé- 
fiaftical law. 


LETTER XCIX, 


Ambition’s like a circle on the water, 
Which never ceafes to enlarge itfelf, 
Till by broad fpreading it difperfe to nought. 


HE credit annexed to important pofts, 

as well as to riches, preferves us 
from pain, procures us pleafure, and con- 
fequently is to be confidered as the means 
of avoiding the one, and procuring the 
other. 

Among favage nations, whofe Chiefs or 
Kings have no other privilege, than that 
of being fed and cloathed with what is ta- 
ken by their warricrs in hunting, the de- 
fire of being freed from thefe wants con- 
ftitutes sunbition. 

Rome in its infancy appointed no other 
reward for great actions, than as much 
land as one Roman could clear and till in 
a day ; and this alone was fuflicient to 
form heroes. 

What is faid of Rome, is applicable to 
all poor nations, among whom the ambi- 
tious defire only to be delivered from la- 
bour and fatigue. On the contrary, a- 
mong opulent nations, where all, who 
have any pretenfions to great places, have 
riches fufficient to procure, not only the 
cenveniencies, but the luxurious imple- 
ments of life, ambition almoft always 
flows from a love of pleafure, 

But it is faid, that purple robes, coro- 
nets, and, in general, every mark of ho- 
nour, can afford no natural fatisfa&tion of 
pleafure : Ambition then cannot be found- 
ed on a love of pleafure, but on the defire 
of efteem and refpeé&, and is not therefore 
the effe& of natural fenfations. 

If the defire of grandeur was only kin- 
dled by the defire of glory and efteem, it 
would never excite ambition any where 
but in Republics, fuch as Rome and 
Sparta, where dignities were commonly 
the infignia of the great virtues and the 
diftinguifhed talents of which they were 
the reward. Among them ambition might 
flatter pride, fince it fecured to a man the 
efteem of his fellow citizens ; and he, ha- 
ving always great enterprifes to execute, 
might confider great pefts as the means of 


SHAKESPEAR. 


rendering his glory confpicuous, and prove 
ing his fuperiority over others. But the 
ambitious with equal ardour afpire to 
grandeur in ages, where it is debafed by 
the choice of the men who are raifed to 
elevated ftations, and confequently at a 
time when the poffeffion of them is lefs 
flattering. Ambition is ‘not then founded 
on the defire of efteem ; for the marks of 
refpeét, lavifhed on the ambitious man, in- 
form him every mioment that this honcyr 
is paid to his place, and not to himfelf, 
He is fenfible that the refpe& he enjoys is 
not perfonal ; that it will vanifh by the 
death or difgrace of the poffeffor ; that the 
caprice or the advanced age of the Prince 
may ke fufficient to deftroy it ;-and that, 
in the laft cafe, thofe raifed to the firft em- 
ployments furround the Sovereign like the 
golden clouds that attend the fetting fun, 
whoft f{plendor is obfcured and difap- 
pears, in proportion as that luminary finks 
below the horifon. He has a thoufand 
times heard, and has himfelf as often faid, 
that honours are not purchafed by merit 5 
that promotion to great pofts is no proof 
of merit in the eyes of the public ; and 
that, on the contrary, it is generally con- 
fidered, as the price of intrigue, and the 
meanacfs of importunity. And, indeed, a 
man may, at the fame time, be invefted 
with all the honours of an empire, and 
loaded with the contempt of nations. But 
if it be fuppofed that the ambitions have a 
confufed idea of the efteem they are defi- 
rous of obtaining, and that this 1s the only 
motive to their contending for important 
poks ; it is cafy to thew that this is not 
the true motive by which they ere deter- 
mined ; and that in this particular they 
deceive themfelves, fince no one ean delire 
efteem for its own fake, but for the advan- 
tages it procures, “Ihe defire of gveatnets 


is not then produced Ly the defire of ei- 
teem. 

To what then mufl we afwibute the ar- 
deur 


is 
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dour with which perfons feek after digni- 
ties? Why is the ambitious man like 
young Gentlemen of fortune, who love to 
thew themfelves in public in brilliant equi- 
pages, and fond of appearing decorated 
with marks of honour ? It is becaufe he 
confiders thefe honours as a proclamation 
that informs people of his ftate, and of the 
power he is poffefled of, for rendering, at 
pleafure, feveral of them happy or mifer- 
able; and that it is for the'intereft of them 
all to merit his favour, which is always 
proportioned to the pleafures they procure 
fer him. 

Little refpe& is paid to thofe who have 
Jitde in their power, becaufe power, like 
riches, is capable of being inftrumental to 
an infinite number of pleafures, and pro- 
curing a great number of advantages. 
Suppofe the thrones of Ifaphan and London 
were offered to our choice, there is hard- 
Jy a man to be found who would not pre- 
fer the iron fceptre of Perfia to that of 
Great Britain. Yet who can doubt, that 
in the opinion of a good man, the latter 
would appear more defirable, and that, 
were he to make his choice, he would 
chufe that, where the King, being limited 
in his power, finds himfelf under a happy 
incapacity of injuring his fubjeéts? If 
there are f{carce any of the ambitious, who 
would not rather chufe to command the 
Perfians, a nation of flaves, than the Eng- 
lifh, a free people, it is becaufe an abfolute 
authority over men renders them more at- 
tentive to pleafe. A fort of fecret inftin& 
perfuades them, that fear always pays 
yore homage than love; becaufe tyrants, 
at Jeaft while living, have been generally 
more honoured than good Kings ; becaufe 
gratitude has always raifed le{s fumptuous 
temples to the beneficent gods, who hold 
forth the horn of plenty, than fear has con- 
fecrated to cruel and coloffal dignities, 
who, borne on the wings of tempelts, 
ftorms, and lightnings, are reprefented 
with the ravaging force of thunder in their 
hands ; and becaufe, in fine, they are 
fenfible by experience, that more is to be 
expeéied from the obedience of a flave, 
than from the gratitude of a man who 
taftes the fweets of liberty. 

The defire of greatnefs muft therefore 
be always produced by the fear of pain, or 
the love of fenfual pleafure, to which all 
other pleafures mutt neceffarily be redu- 
ced. Yet, in the fchemes, the enterpri- 
fes, the crimes, the virtues, and the daz- 
zling pomp of ambition, it is extremély 
difficult to perceive the operations of na- 
tural fenfibility. How fhall we in haugh- 
ty Ambition, which, with her arm {moak. 


ing with flaughter, fits in the midft of a 
field of battle, on a heap of carcafles, and 
as a fignal of vigtory claps her wings 
dropping with blood ; how, I fay, fhall 
we, in this figure of ambition, difcover the 
daughter of pleafure ? How fhall we ima- 
gine, that by the dangers, the labours, and 
the fatigues of war, men are only in the 
purfuit of pleafure? Yet it is pleafure a- 
lone that recruits the armies of almoft al] 
nations. People love pleafure, and confe- 
quently the means of procuring it ; they 
defire riches and honours, and, aétuated 
withal by an indolent difpofition, they 
would be glad to make their fortune in a 
day. Now war, which promifes military 
men the plunder of cities with honours, at 
the fame time flatters their indolence and 
impatience. Men therefore more freely 
endure the fatigues of war than the labours 
of agriculture, which affords them only a 
diftant profpeé of wealth. It is with war 
as with gaming high, which is preferred 
to gaming for fmal] fums, even at the 
rifque of ruin ; becaufe playing deep flat- 
ters us with the hopes of inftantaneoutly 
obtaining great riches. 

But, if man, in the purfuit of greatnefs 
feeks only the means of avoiding pain and 
enjoying natural pleafure, why does plea- 
fure fo often efcape and fly from the am- 
bitious ? In this point of view, we may di- 
vide ambitious men into twokinds ; and, 
unhappily for fociety, there are fome 
men who are enemies to the felicity of o- 
thers, and defire high pofts, not to enjoy 
the advantages they procure, but to delight 
in the miferies of the unfortunate, to tor- 
ment mankind, and to fport with their dif- 
trefles. However the ambitious of this 
caft are but few in number; they have 
no greatnefs nor noblenels of foul ; they 
are gloomy, timid, and diffatisfied ; they 
are ranked among tyrants, and by the na- 
ture of their ambition are deprived of all 
pleafures. 

The other clafs of the ambitious com- 
prehends all thofe, who, pofleffed of great 
places, feek only the advantages annexed 
tothem. Of thefe, fome who, from their 


birth or fituation by fortune, have been - 


raifed to important pofts, may unite plea- 
fure and ambition, being born, as it were, 
in the midft of the courfe they have to 
run, This is not the cafe of the man in 
moderate circumftances, who, like Crom- 
well, afpires tothe higheft dignities. On 
entcring the path of ambition, in which 
the firit fleps are commonly the moft dif- 
ficult, he has a thoufand intrigues to in~ 
vent, and a thoufand friends to manage 3 
he has, at one and the fame tinie, the eare 
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of forming grand proje&ts, and every 
thing relating to the putting them in ex- 
ecution. Now, to difcover how fuch a 
man, who has warmly in view the purfuit 
of every pleafure, and, though animated 
only by this motive, is yet fo often depri- 
ved of it, let us fuppofe him either born in 
thofe countries where the people have the 
difpofing of favours, where the public ef- 
teem can only be obtained by fervices done 
to his country, and where merit is confe- 
quently neceflary ; or under an abfolute 
government, where honours for the moft 
part are acquired by intrigue. In either 
cafe, he can afford little time for the pur- 
fuit of pleafure. ‘The road of ambition is 
commonly very long in running, or the 
defires of ambition are no fooner accom- 
plihed, than new ones fucceed ; from be- 
ing a Minifter, he perhaps would be a 
King, and from being a King he would 
afpire, like Alexander, to univerfal mo- 
narchy. 

But, fuppofing his defires to be till 
lukewarm, {carce has he obtained his with- 
es, when he finds himfelf placed on a 
fteep and flippery reck ; on every fide he 
fees himfelf the butt of the envious, who 
ftand about him with their bows bent, 
ready to pierce him with their arrows. 
He then difcovers, with horror, the tre- 
mendous aby{s that opens for him ;_ he per- 
ceives that by his fall, as a fad appendage 
of greatnefs, he will be miferable without 
being pitied, and expofed to infults from 
thole whom he had affronted by his pride ; 


69 
that he will be the objc&t of the contempt 
of his rivals, a contempt more painful thaa 
any outrage they could offer him ; add te 
this, the derifion of inferiors, by it, free- 
ing themfelves from the tribute of refpeét, 
which, though its enjoyment appeared 
fometimes troublefome, its lofs muft be in- 
fupportable, habit having rendered it a 
want. He then fees, that deprived of the 
only pleafure he had ever tafted, and redu- 
ced to a ftate of debafement, he will no 
longer enjoy the contemplation of his 
grandeur, like the avaricious man in con- 
templating his wealth, with the profpeét 
of obtaining all the enjoyments they are 
capable of affording him. 

The defire of preferving, by fucceeding 
the defire of acquiring in the ambitious 
man, it is evident that he muft {pend his 
youth and riper age in the purfuit and 
prefervation of thofe places, that were only 
defired as the means of obtaining the plea- 
fures that always fly fiom him. Thus 
being advanced to an age at which he is 
incapable of a new kind of life, he will 
devote himfelf intirely to his former byafs, 
and he cannot help doing otherwife ; be- 
caufe a mind continually agitated by fear 
and lively hopes, and inceflantly aéted by 
firong paffions, will always prefer the tor- 
ments of ambition to the infipid calm of 
tranquil life. Like fhips which the waves 
bear towards the fouth, when the north- 
wind has ceafed to blow, men follow in 
old-age the fame direétion that was givea 
them by their paffions in their youth. 


The Lire of the Poet CHAUCER, continued from Page 24 of our laf. 


§ JUNE 21, 1377, the young Prince of 
Wales fucceeded his grandfather, by the 
title of Richard II; and his uncle, the 
Duke of Lancafter, confidering the inca- 
pacity of the King, who was then but ele- 
ven years of age, was intru%ted with the 
chief part of the adminiftration ; and there- 
fore, to ingratiate himfelf with the popu- 
lice, he refolved to folemnife the nev 
Monarch’s coronation with greater pomp 
and magnificence, than had been ever feen 
m this kingdom; previous to which, a 
Court of Claims was eftablifhed, to fettle 
the demands of thofe who fhould pretend 
to have a right to affift upon this occafion, 
and among thefe we find Geoffrey Chau- 
a. The claim made upon this occafion 
as in right of his ward, who was pofief- 
fed of the manor of Bilfington in Kent; 
hich was held of the Crown, by the fer- 
ke of prefenting to the King three maple 
ups on the day of his co:onation. This 
manor had been purchaled by Sir Edmond 


Staplegate the father, of Richard Fitz- 
Allen, Earl of Arundel, whofe family had 
ocen in long pofleffion of it; and it was 
fet forth, in Chaucer’s petition, that the 
manor was held by grand ferjeantry, by 
the owner’s difcharging the office of Chief 
Butlerat theKing’s coronation. But Richard 
Earl of Arundel controverted this claim, 
and by his petition and plea fet forth, thst 
the office of Chief Butler belonged to his 
family, and was never annexed to this 
manor, his anceftors having enjoyed it, 
both before they held that manor, and 
fince they parted with it, and therefore he 
demanded it as his proper right. The 
iffue of this bufinefs was, that the Earl fo 
far carried his point before John Duke of 
Lancaftes, then aéting as Lord High 
Steward, as to be allowed to officiate for 
that time with a £ falvo jure,’ that it fhould 
not infringe the right of Edmond Staple- 
gate, er any who fhould pretend title for 
the future, This ward of our author died 

about 
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about thirteen years after, but the manor 
continued in the family till the beginning 
of the reign of Henry VI, when it paffed 
into that of the Cheyneys, who, in the 
beginning of Queen Elifabeth’s reign, fold 
it to Sir Francis Barham of London, and 
his grandfon, Mr. Robert Barham, was 
in poffeffion of it at the coronation of 
| King Charles II, when Mr. Erafmus 
Smith, on the behalf of the faid Mr. Bar- 
ham, affifted at the coronation, and pre- 
fented the three maple cups. This ma- 
nor has fince paffed into other families. 
It appears plainly, that the Duke of 
: Lancafter, who was now in the zenith of 
power, let flip no opportunity of ferving 
fo firm a friend, and fo ufeful a depen- 
dant, as our author was; for in the very 
beginning of this reign it appears, that by 
letters patent, dated March 23, 1377, the 
King confirmed his grandfather’s grant of 
twenty marks a year ; and by other letters 
patent, dated the 18th of April following, 
he likewife confirmed the other grant of a 
| pitcher of wine daily; but whether Chau- 
cer remained in his office of Comptroller 
of the Cuftoms is not fo clear; though 
the contrary fecms to be mott probable, for 
in a fhort time after his affairs were in 
; fuch confufion, that we find, in the fecond 
year of King Richard, he was obliged to 
f have recourfe to the King’s proteétion, in 
order to fcreen him from his creditors 3 
but how he came to fall into thefe diffi- 
culties, and whether they were temporary 
only, or of along continuance, is a point 
that, at this deftance, it is not poffible to 
afcertain ; but, from a compariion of cir- 
cumftances, it feems to be mof likely, 
that it was from fome fudden accident he 
fell under this misfortune, and that he 
had recourfe to the King’s proteétion, 
merely to gain time to fettle his concerns. 
One may be the more confirmed in this, 
by comparing his circumftances at this 
jun&ture with thofe of his family fuon 
after. We have no direét hiftoriéal lights in- 
deed, but methinks, though it be a new, 
it is ftill a probable conjefture, that about 
this time he conveyed all his eftates to his 
eldeft fon, Thomas Chaucer. All, who 
have hitherto attempted to give any ac- 
count of Chaucer's life, have been very 
much at a lo{s about this.circumftance of 
his having recourfe to the King’s protec- 
tion; which fhews, that in the very be- 
ginning of this reign his affairs were in 
great diforder; and yet it is very plain, 
that himfelf and his Patron flourifhed in 
the full poffeffion of power and plenty, as 
Jong as King Edward the Third lived, 
Speght, in his Life of Chaucer, hints, 
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that Chaucer exhaufted his fortune in his 
foreign embaffies ; but Urry, a later wri- 
ter, obferves, with greater probability, 
that he made his fortune by them; yet, 
as he very juftly remarks, this by no 
means folves the doubt, how he fhould 
come to be fo very poor in fo fhort a time, 
after his poffeffing fo great wealth; for 
which, amongf others, we have his own 
authority. Now this riddle, I think, may 
be very probably explained thus :—Our 
author, Chaucer, about this time, found 
out a very confiderable match for his eldett 
fon, Thomas Chaucer; and this was Maud, 
the fecond daughter of Sir Join Bur- 
gherfhe, a man of very confiderable rank, 
but by no means brother to Sir Bartholo- 
mew Burgherfhe, Knight of the Garter, 
and of Doctor Henry Burgherfhe, Bifhop 
of Lincoln, Chancellor and Treafurer of 
England, as Speght very confidently af- 
ferts; but rather, if I guefs right, the ne- 
phew of thofe great men, and the fon of 
Sir John Burgherfhe, who was truly their 
brother ; and this Iam led to believe, bee 
caufe it appears upon record, that the cuf- 
tody of this John te gy the father 
of Maud, was granted, 
the daughter of Sir Bartholomew Bur- 
gherfhe before-mentioned. A great for- 
tune fhe was, without doubt; but not the 
only daughter or fole heirefs of her family, 
as has been reprefented, er, at leaft, not 
fo at the time fhe married Thomas Chau- 
cer, though the might be, and indeed was 
fo afterwards. Neither are we to believe 
what we are told of her being a ward to 
the Crown, for her father was then living, 
and lived many years after, that is, to the 
nineteenth of Richard II, when he left 
behind him two daughters; Margaret, the 
eldeft, frft married to Sir John Grenville, 
Knight, and then to John Arundel, Efyg 
and this Maud. Now, my fuppofition is, 
that Geoffrey Chaucer, for obtaining this 
great match, fettled all his Jand eftate upon 
his fon; and that his doing this might bring 
upon him thofe demands, which put him 
under the neceflity of obtaining the King’s 
protection. As to the feveral faéts, upon 
which this conjeéture is built, I think they 
are fupported by as good authorities as 
can be defired; nor can any great diffi- 
culty arife from the age of this young 
Gentleman, as may appear thus: Chau- 
cer married his wife Philippa Rouet about 
the year 1360, and, if he had this fon the 
next year, he might be of full age in the 
latter end of the fourth year of Richard 
II, when this marriage took place; and 
before which, in all probability, the fa- 
ther might make this fettlement. We — 
ave 
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pave occafion hereafter to fay more of this 
Gentleman, who became a much greater 
man than his father, to whom he was a 
fupport in his declining years. 

4 the fourth year of King Richard the 
Second’s reign, he procured a confirmation 
of the grants that had been formerly made 
to himfelf, and to Philippa his wife; 
which is a proof, that he had a great per- 
fonal intereft in this Court, fince, at the 
time of his obtaining this grant, the power 
and: influence of the Duke of Lancatter 
was very much funk, as, from a train of 
finifter accidents waiting upon his conduct, 
he was become equally fulpeéted by the 
King, and difliked by the people. The 
great encouragement and fupport he had 
afforded to Mr. Wickliffe was attended 
with confequences that he did not in the 
leat expeét ; and yet found it not in his 
power to hinder; for, without doubt, the 
Duke's great view, in fupporting this par- 
ty, was to weaken the power of the cler- 
gy, and to hinder them from taking fo 
jarge a fhare, as they did, in the manage- 
ment of all temporal affairs; but fome 
great men of his party, miftaking his 
view, pufhed things to extremities, and, 
by countenancing itinerant preachers, with- 
out either learning or found principles, 
made way for a fudden turn, which had 
very near fubverted the conftitution, and 
thrown all things into confufion. For the 
common people, thus encouraged to fhake 
off the yoke of the clerey, began to think 
that of the Government alfo too heavy ; 
and, taking occalion from fome taxes Jate- 
ly impofed, rofe up in arms, under the 
condu&t of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, and 
fuch kind of Leaders, witha wild intention 
of freeing themfelves from whatever thefe 
wife Leaders tanght them to look upon as 
oppreffion. Their refentment was chiefly 
dire&ted againft the clergy, as appears by 
their beheading the Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, and the Prior of St. John’s, by 
Smithfield, who was Lord Treafurer, and 
by their burning that ftately priory, and 
plundering the abbies of St. Alban’s, Bu- 
ry, and feveral others. As foon as this 
rebellion was fomewhat abated, the Par- 
liament began to inquire into the caufe of 
it, nor were there wanting enemies of 
Wickliffe, who charged him and his fol- 
lowers with being the encouragers of it. 
But that is unlikely to be true; for, had 
the rebels been Wickliffe’s friends, they 
would never have burnt the Savoy, the 
palace of his Patron, the Duke of Lan- 
cater, However, fome of his followers 
gave too much caufe for fuch a furmife, 


ai Dr, Hertford, whe aflysted, that Arche 


bifhop Sudbury deferved that death he 
found ; and the King, the year following, 
impowered the Bifhops to arreft Wickliffe, 
and forbad his fubjeéts to encourage any 
of that perfuafion. Yet Wickliffe appear- 
ed, and feemed partly to fatisfy the Bi- 
fhops with his opinion, It is commonly 
faid, by moft of our hiftorians, that, from 
this time forward, the Duke of Lancafter 
difowned the Wickliffites, and, charging- 
the late difturbances upon them, ftyled 
their opinions ¢ the doctrine of devils.’ 
The writers, alfo, of our author’s Life 
give into this opinion, and feem to think, 
that he likewile began to temporife, and 
did not fpeak his fentiments fo freely as 
formerly ; but the truth is otherwife, for 
the Duke of Lancafter did not condemn 
Wickliffe’s doégtrine, but the doétrines of 
Dr. Hertford, and other followers of 
Wickliffe, who had now deferted him, and 
propagated many dangerous tenets, which 
he difclaimed. As for Chaucer, he was 
fo far from abandoning his former notions, 
that he exerted himfelf to the utmoft, in 
1382, in the fupport of John Comberton, 
generally ftyled John. of Northampton, 
Mayor of London, in his endeavours to 
reform the City, according to the advice 
given by Wickliffe; which was fo much 
refented by the clergy, that, rather than 
they would Jet this reformation proceed, 
they had recourfe to the moft vioient me- 
thods; and, in order to prevent Comber- 
ton’s being re-chofen Mayor cf London, 
excited fuch difturbances as bordered upon 
a rebellion. The King, meking ule of 
force, upen this occalion, fent Sir Robert 
Knolles to London, who committe:! great 
feverities, put fome to death, made the 
late Mayor, Comberton, prifoner, and 
ufed his utmoft endeavours to apprehend 
Chaucer. It is very certain, that, in this 
whole matter, our author fuffered for his 
attachment to his party ; but this is fo 
darkly reprefented, by fuch as have writ- 
ten his Life, that it is a very difficult thing 
to difcover their meaning ; and yet, after 
all, the fa& is no more than this: There 
were at that time two powerful factions 
in the city ; and, as very feldom any thing 
of this kind happens, but religion is drawa 
into the quarrel, fo the one was fuppofed 
to be well affe&ted to the church, and the 
other inclined to a reformation. Dr. 
Courtney, formerly Bifhop of London, 
and now Archbifhop of Canterbury, was 
Protegtor of the one, and John Duke of 
Lancatter was efteemed to be the Head of 
the other; and the Leading-man in his 
intereft was this John Comberton, or John 
gf Northampton, ¢itizen and draper ;* on 

whofe 
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whofe account. all thefe difturbances hap- 
pened, for which fome lives were loft; 
and this unfortunate perfon, being car- 
ried to Reading, was there tried and con- 
visted, and had judgment given againft 
him to be imprifoned for life, and to have 
his goods feized, which we find was ac- 
cordingly done; and fo ftrong the current 
ran at that time, that he, with fome other 
citizens of his party, were excepted out of 
a pardon which the King granted ; and all 
this was underftood to be done in fpite and 
contempt of the Duke of Lancafter, to whom 
Comberton fteadily adhered, and called him 
his Lord at his trial. But, for all this, 
things came about again not long after, 
and Mr. Comberton had the honour to 
have his fentence reverfed, at the prayer 
of the Comnions of England in Parliament 
aflembled. We may from all this infer, 
that, how warm and indifcreet foever our 
author Chaucer might be in fupporting 
that party to which he had attached him- 
felf, yet, beyond all queftion, there was 
nothing of difloyalty in this, but quite the 
contrary ; for thofe who had then the ma- 
nagement of the King’s affairs, and ran 
him into all thefe warm and violent mea- 
fures, were the very fame perfons who, by 
their evi] counfels,brought him at laft into 
that diftreffed condition, which coft him 
firft his crown, and then his life. It is 
therefore no dilcyedit to Chaucer, that he 
was a friend to Wickliffe, or that he 
efpoufed this party in the City, however 
fome of our hiftorians may have repre- 
fented, or rather mifreprefented it; for it 
is a thing well enough known, to all who 
are converfant in the Englifh hiftory, that 
many ,bafe and black calumnies were 
thrown upon the Duke of Lancafter and 
his party, merely on account of their op- 
pofing the pride and power of the Prelates 
of thofe times; who, under colour of 
maintaining the King’s prerogative, really 
facrificed him to their own interefts, which 
the fame time alfo they very ill underftood ; 
fince a reafonable compliance had both 
faved him, and done themfelves much more 
good. But our author, having an early 
forefight of his danger, made his efcape 
into Hainault; and from thence went to 
France, where not finding himfelf fo fafe 
as he expected, he withdrew into Zealand, 
and there concealed himfelf tor fome time, 
with feyeral other Londoners, who had fled 
upon the fame account, and whom he ge- 
neroufly fubfifted out of his own private 
fortune. But, while he was in this dif- 
trefs, moft of thofe, with whom he had 
been engaged at home, had found ways 
and mans to make sheis peace; and, far 


from confidering the calamities. te which, 


Chaucer had expofed himfelf for their 
fakes, took no care to fupply him; and, 
which was much worfe, endeavoured to hin- 
der the remittances which might have been 
made him out of his own private fortune ; 
and this, in hopes that he might perifh in 
his banifhment, and by his death put them 
out of all fear. Such bafe and barbarous 
ingratitude, though it extremely afflicted 
him, yet it did not put our author upon 
taking any meafures to be revenged; on 
the contrary, he came over privately into 
England, to avoid ftarving in a ftrange 
country ; but had not been long here, be- 
fore, either through the vigilance of the 
Government’s inquiries, or the treachery 
of fome whom he trufted, he was difco- 
vered, feized, and fent to prifon, where 
he was treated at firft with great rigour 
and feverity, but in the end promifed the 
King’s pardon, and his liberty, if he 
would difclofe all he knew, and put it in 
the power of the Government to reftore 
the peace of the City ; which at length he 
did. It does not appear what the confe- 
quences were of his confeflion, with re- 
fpe& to others; but, with regard to him. 
felf, they brought upon him an inexpref- 
fible load of calumnies and flanders. All 
thefe circumftances we learn from himfelf, 
in that moft excellent treatife of his, in- 
titled * The Teftament of Love,’ which he 
wrote on purpefe to vent his forrow, and 
to confele himfelf under the heavy burthen 
of his affli€tions. 

There cannot be a better account given 
of this, which is the moft important of 
our author’s works in profe, than by 
tranfcribing the rubric that ftands before 
it, and which runs thus: 


¢ This book is an imitation of ¢ Boecius 
de Confolatione Philofophiz.’ I. In the 
firft part whereof, Love, by way of legacy, 
bequeaths, to all them that follow her in- 
ftru€tions, the knowledge of truth from 
error, whereby they may rightly judge of 
the caufes of crofs fortune, and fuch ad- 
verfities as befal them, whether in their 
fuits of love, or otherwife, and fo, in the 
end, obtain their wicked defires. IJ. In 
the fecond part the teacheth the knowledge 
of one very God, our Creator, as alfo the 
ftate of grace, and the ftate of glory, all 
which good things are figured by a marga- 
rite pearl. Chaucer compiled this book as 
a comfort to himfelf, after great griefs con- 
ceived for fome rafh attempts of the Com- 
“mens, with whom he had joined, and there- 
by was in fear to lofe the favour of his beft 
friends ; and alfo therein to fet an end - 
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all his writing, being commanded by Ve- 
nus (as appears by Gower, at the end of 
the eighth book, intitled ‘ Confeffio Aman- 
tis’) fo to do, as one that was Venus’s Clerk ; 
even as Gower had made his * Confeffio 
Amantis’, his lait work and fhrift of his 
former offences. As one of the greateft 
exgellencies of all our author’s compo- 
fitions in verfe or profe, is, an eafy, natu- 
ral, and unaffe&ted manner of writing, al- 
lowing for the ufage of the times in which 
he lived, which in all ages has been held 
akind of law, even to the beft and ableft 
authors ; fo in this work thefe qualities 
are very remarkable, for one plainly fees a 
great philofopher broken by his misfor- 
tunes, deferted by companions, and expo- 
fed to the cenfures of an evil world, deli- 
vering himfelf in a prifon with freedom 
and {pirit, though in a melancholy mood, 
and in the language of forrow; painting 
in the boldeft colours his own miftakes as 
well as thofe of others, and pointing out 
the fole remedies that are left, when a man 
is abandoned by fortune and by friends. 
Such is the nature of this performance, in 
which we have a clear and perfeé repre- 
fentation of his condition, and may enter 
as fully into all the caufes of his private 
griefs, which were alfo thofe of the public 
diforders of his time, as if we aétually fat 
by him in the prifon, and heard him utter 
thofe complaints, which, with equal force 
of fancy, and elegance of expreffion, he has 
committed to the perufal of pofterity, and 
thereby tranfmitted the faireft evidence of 
a fpirit, which, though calamity might 
tame, yet it could not injure, much lefs 
deftroy. This load, which was almoft too 
heavy for him, received however fome very 
confiderable addition from the concurrence 
of other untoward accidents, fuch as the 
Duke of Lancafter’s lefing much of his credit 
at Court ; and Chaucer, not a little of his 
intereft with the Duke, who finding his re- 
putation very much injured by the liberties 
taken with his charaéter, on account of his 
amours with the Lady Swynford, he came, 
though very unwillingly, to a full refolu- 
tion of parting with her ; which he accord- 
ingly did: And this, for a time, affeéted 
the concerns of our author extremely, who 
finding himfelf ftrongly puthed on one fide, 
by fuch as meant him ill; and little, if at 
all, fupported on the other, by fuch as had 
been formerly his friends ; was fo much de- 
prefied thereby in his mind, and diftreffed 
in his fortune, as to refolve upon difpofing 
of his penfions beforementioned, which he 
had obtained in the former, and had been 
confirmed to him in the prefent reign ; and 
this he aétually did, to one John Scalby, 


as appears by a licence obtained for th's 
purpele, on record. 

In this unexpeéted and terrible reverfe of 
fortune, he very wifely refolved to quit that 
bufy fcene of life, in which he had met 
with fo many troubles, and to feek in retire+ 
ment that happinefs, which from experience 
he knew was not to be met with in Courts, 
The place he chofe for his retreat was 
Woodftock, which had been the {weet 
{cene of fo much fatisfaétion to him in the 
days of his profperity ; and there he em- 
ployed part of his time in revifing and cor- 
reting his writings, totally fecluded from 
the world, and tafting only thofe calm and 
folid pleafures, which are the refult of a 
wife man’s refleétions on the viciflitudes of 
human life. By this means he became 
well prepared for a new alteration in his 
condition, and as unexpected a change in 
his affairs as he had hitherto met with ; for 
the abfence of the great Duke of Lancatter, 
which had coft him fo dear, gave him the 
better title to hope his favour and his pro- 
te&tion upon his return, which happened 
towards the end of the year 1389. Hehad 
made an expedition into Spain, in order to 
recover the kingdoms of Caftile and Leon, 
of which, in right of his wife, he had af- 
fumed the title; and though his fuccefs in 
war was at firft various, and at laft difaf- 
trous, yet fo wife and prudent a Prince he 
was, that, after difmiffing his army, and 
feeming to relinquifh that great defign, 
for the accomplifhment of which he had 
{pent fo much, he had notwithitanding fo 
great addrefs, as to be able to extract, 
even from his difappointment, almoft as 
much as he could have expefted from vic- 
tory ; for, though he could not make him- 
felf a King, yet he made two of his daugh- 
ters Queens, one of Caftile, and the other 
of Portugal, bringing home with him alfo 
a vaft treafure in ready money, having, at 
the time he landed in Engiand, as one of 
our hiftorians tells us, as many chetts of 
gold as loaded forty-feven mules. Upon 
his return in fo good circumftances his 
party began to revive, and the Duke re- 
covered his credit at Court, infomuch that 
the King, in full Parliament, created him 
Duke of Aquitaine, and fent him over to 
take poffeflion of that noble principality. 
His old affc&tion fer the Lady Catharine 
Swynford, fifter to Chaucer's wife, revived 
with his fortune, end, under colour of re- 
warding the care fhe had taken in the edu- 
cation of his daughters, he made her verv 
Jarge grants in the nature cf penticns. 
The colour, given by the Duke of Lancaf 
ter to theie grants made in favour of. tie 
Ladv Swyrferd, vas he care ths had taken 
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of his two daughters Philippa and Elifa- 
beth, as appears by the words of the grant 
of the wardfhip of Bertram de Sanby’s 
heir, and of an annuity of two hundred 
marks per annum, payable out of his hon- 
our of Tickhill, which words are thefe: 
* For the good and agreeable fervice which 
our thrice dear and molt beloved Lady Ca- 
tharine Swynford, the miftrefs of our moft 
beloved daughters, hath rendered to our 
faid children, we have given and granted, 
&c.’ but no doubt the true reafon was for 
his fpecial affection towards her on account 
ef the children he had by her, to whom he 
gave the name of Beaufort, in Latin ¢ de 
belloforte,’ froma caftle fo called in Anjou, 
which came into his family by the Lady 
Blanch, of Artois, Queen of Navarre. 
Thefe children were four, viz. John Beau- 
fort, afterwards Earl of Somertet ; Henry 
Beaufort, afterwards Cardinal Bithop of 
Winchefter, and Chancellor of England ; 
Thomas Beaufort, Earl of Dortet, after- 
wards Duke of Exeter ; and Joan, firft 
married to Sir Robert Ferrers, of Overily, 
and afterwards to Ralph, Earl of Weit- 
moreland. We have mentioned this more 
particularly, becaufe of the near relation 
Between the defcendants of our author and 
thote of this Lady by the Duke or Lancaf- 
ter, of which we find it remembered by 
Weaver, in his Funeral Monuments, avery 
eurious and circumfpect writer in the time 
ef King Charles Il, that there had been 
eight Kings, four Queens, and five Prin- 
ees of England ; fix Kings and three 
Queens of Scotland ; two Cardinals, up- 
wards of twenty Dukes, almoft as many 
Ducheffes of England, feveral Dukes of 
Scotland, befides many potent Princes and 
eminent Nobility in foreign parts. 

We have no particular account of the 
Benefits that accrued to Chaucer from this 
turn in the Duke’s affairs ; but notwith- 
ftanding this we liave no reafon to doubt 
that he felt the effets of his Patron’s prof- 
perity, who had fuffered fo deeply by the 
declenfion of his influence. But it feems 
his diftaft: to Courts was grown fo ftrong, 
that nothing could tewpt him to quit his 
Rural retirement, or to launch again imto 
that fea of bulinefs where he had been fo 
fately thipwrecked. His mind however 
being more at reit, he undertook and 
finifhed a new work, which has ettablithed 
his reputation, with refpect to learning, 
wpon as firm a bafis, as his former labours 
hed fixed his fame for wit and genius. 
This new work plainly appears to be wrote 
in the year sign, and was intended. for the 
ule of his younver fon Lewis, then ro more 


thas ten years of age, and yet to forward 


in his learning, as to be defirous of having 
his father’s inftruétions in acquiring the 
principles of aftronomy. This gave birth 
to his ¢ Treatife on the Aftrolabe’, which 
not only fhews the fkill of its author, but 
likewife inconteftably proves ufeful {ci- 
ence was not at near fo low an ebb in thofe 
times as it is generally reprefented. Nei- 
ther will the cafe be at all altered, if what 
fome writers have fuggefted fhould really 
prove true, and this difcourfe of Chaucer's 
appears to be no more than a tranflation, 
or, which feems to be {till a more probable 
opinion, a collection from the other authors 
who had written before him upon the fame 
fubject. The title of this piece, as it 
ftands in our author’s works, is, ¢ The 
Conclufions of the Aftrolabe’, in the in- 
troduétion to which, addreffed to his fon, 
he remarks, that it was with great plea- 
fure he obferved his growing capacity and 
earneft paffion for learning, which very 
willingly induced him to yield to his re« 
queft of teaching him the ufe of this in- 
ftrument. He then proceeds to inform 
him, that his intention was not to difcourfe 
of all, but on the mott ulfeful, and. thofe 
too the moft eafy operations that might be 
performed by this curious inftrument, as 
being the fitteit for the apprehenfion of a 
child of ten years old. He adds, that for 
the very fame reafon he wrote them ia 
Englith and net in Latin, as conceiving it 
too much to put fo young a perfon upon 
learning things unknown in a tongue of 
which he had little or no knowledge, and 
which alfo he held unneceflary, fince the 
fcience was the fame in whatever language 
it was taught ; for affuredly, fays he, 
thofe who wrote in Latin had the know- 
ledge of which they wrote out of other 
tongues. He would not therefore have 
him believe, that he knew the lefs for not 
gaining his knowledge from that learned 
language, becaufe, continues he, different 
tongues lead to the {ame f{cience, as by many 
different roads men go to the fame city, as 
for inftance, to Rome. He adds likewile, 
that he has written it in a very plain ftyle, 
out of regard to the tendernets of his un- 
derftanding, and that he judged it better to 
ule more words to make the propofitions 
ciear, than, by ftudying a correét ftyle, te 
render his work move difficult to a child, 
though more perfeét in the eyes of {cholars 5 
and aifo puts him in mind, that he pregends 
net to deliver any thing of his own, but 
only to compile aid to tranilate, from the 
altionomers in feveral languages, what, 
with more accuracy, but leis perfpicuity, 
they had delivered conceraing this matter 5 
id with this Sword, fays he (meaning this 
explicae 
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explication of his defign) fhall I flay envy. 
The work itfelf is unqueftionably a matter- 
iece in its kind, and agrees in every re- 
{pect to what it appears the author propo-~ 
fed to make it ; for there can be nothing 
better difpofed, more clearly written, or 
delivered in a way more fuitable to pleafe 
and fatisfy the appetite of a young fcholar. 
In a very fine manufcript of this treatife, 
belonging formerly to Dr. Henry Moore, 
Bifhop of Ely, there is a note which figni- 
fies, that Lewis Chaucer was at this time 
under the tuition of his father’s friend, 
Nicholas Strode. Leland, Bale, and Wood, 
called him Ralph Strode, of Merton-Col- 
lege in Oxford, one of the deepett philo- 
fophers, and moft efteemed poets of his 
time ; which, confidering the youth of 
Lewis Chaucer, feems not a little ftrange. 
The nove referred to, at the end of the 
book beforementioned, runs thus ¢ Expli- 
cit Tratatus de Conclufionibus Altrojabii, 
compilat. per Galfredum Chaucier ad 
filium funm Ludovicum fcholarem tunc 
temporis Oxoniz, ac fub tutela illius nobi- 
lifimi philofophi Magiftri N. Strode.” 
About four years after this, while her 
hufband was in France, Conftance, Du- 
chefs of Lancafter, died, and was buried 
with great folemnity at Leicefter; and the 
Duke coming over into England at the 
clofe of the year, and not meeting with 
quite fo kind a reception at Court as he 
expected, went fuddenly to Lincoln, where 
his old miftrefs Lady Catharine Swynford 
refided, and to the great furprife of the 
world, now, when fhe had not either 
youth or beauty to recommend her, mar- 
nied her. This gave great difcontent to 
the Duchefs of Gloucefter, the Countefs 
of Derby, the Countefs of Arundel, . and 
other Ladies defcended of the royal family, 
becaufe fhe became by this marriage the 
fecond perfon in the realm, and, from being 
no fit companion for any, was now fud- 
denly to take place of them «all ; but the 
behaved with fo much difcretion and humi- 
lity, that thefe difputes were quickly com- 
poled, and in a fhort time fhe gained fuch 
an afcendency over the King, that he car- 
ried her, as well as the Duke her hufband, 
with him the year after their marriage 
into France, at which time he efpouled 
Tfabel, the French King’s daughter, then 
very young, and who was put under the 
cave of the Duchefs of Lancafter. . After 
the ceremony of this marriage, and the re- 
turn of the royal family to England, we 
find a very -fingular inftance of the advan- 
tage that Chaucer received from this alli- 
ance ; for now, by letters patent, the King 
granted him an annuity of twenty marks 


er annum, in lieu of that given him by 

his grandfather, and which, in the time of 
his diftrefs, he had been compelled to dif- 
pofe of for his fubfiftence. $oon after this 
he granted him his proteétion by other let- 
ters patent, dated the 4th of May, in the 
twenty-firft year of kis reign, for two 
ears, fignifying, that for that fpace he 

had occafion to employ him in his fervice. 
Neither was this the laft or greateft in- 
ftance afforded him of royal favour, fince 
we find that by letters patent, dated the 
13th of October in the following year, he 
had a pipe of wine annually granted him 
out of the cuftoms of the port of London, 
which was to be delivered him by the 
chief butler ; and to this office his fon 
‘Thomas Chaucer was now raifed. But, if 
thefe benefits cheared and comforted his 
decayed fpirits in the decline of life, he had 
however the mortification to lofe, about 
the fame time, his noble patron, his con- 
ftant friend, and kind brother, the Duke 
of Lancafter, by whom he was firft brought 
to Court, and through whofe favour he 
never wanted either countenance or fup- 
port, where it was in his power to beftow. 
This lofs very probably affiiéted him deep- 
ly, as we may gather from his retiring a- 
bout this time to Dunnington-caftle, where 
he fpent moft of his days during the laft 
two years of his life, indulging his grave 
thoughts in the folitude of that {weet re- 
treat. It is not very clear at what time 
our author quitted his beloved houfe at 
Woodftock, in order to go to Dunnington- 
caftle, where he {pent the laft two years of 
his lite ; but as this was his final retreat, 
and became very remarkable for being fo, 
an account of it cannot be unacceptable to 
the reader. It was in Mr. Camden’s 
time (when in its glory) ¢ a {mall but neat 
cattle, fituate upon the brow of a rifing 
hill, having an agreeable profpe&, very 
light, with windows on all fides, faid to be 
built by Sir Richard Adderbury, Kot. 
who likewife founded an hofpital beneath 
it, called God’s houfe ; it was afterwards 
the feat of Chaucer, then of the De la 
Poles ; and in our tather’s memory the 
dwelling of C. Brandon, Duke of Suffolk.” 
At the beginning of the rebellion in the 
reign of King Charles I, it was a garrifon 
for the King under the valiant Sir John 
Boys, which commanded the weftern road 
and town cf Newbury, and was therefore 
of great advantage to the royal party as a 
fafe retreat, and the cannon playing from 
it much annoyed the Parliament forces. 
This place his Majetty honoured by lying 
one night in it ; but, after a rough aflaulr, 
and as bold a refiftance, during which 
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feveral of the towers were battered down, 
it was furrendered upon honourable condi- 
tions. This was the ancient ftate, and 
the occafion of the late ruin of that plea- 
fant ftructure. At prefent there is nothing 
to be feen of it but what raifes horror 
and concern, a battered gateway with two 
towers, and fome fmall part of the fhatter- 
ed walls, being’ all that remains thereof, 
The ground about it and the ruins of it 
are choaked with brambles, and over-run 
with ivy ; but, left the place of its fituation 
fhould in a few more years be forgot, I 
fall, as plainly as I can, deferibe it : Itis 
half a mile to the right of Spinam land 
(the ancient Spina of Antoninus) and a 
mile beyond Newbury, on the fame 
fide ; as you go from London you pafs 
over the river Kennet to the village of 
Dunnington, from which there is a pretty 
fteep but pleafant afcent through aline toa 
hill under the caftle, where ftands a feat, 
formerly belonging to the Countefs of 
Sandwich. From hence arifes the Caftle- 
hill, very fteep, and not unlike that where- 
on the obfervatory ftands at Greenwich, 
and from this hill thereis a fine profpeét of 
fevera] counties. On the back of the caftle 
are evel grounds, woodlands, and inclo- 
feres. ‘The caftle itfelf ftands in a pleafant 
park, in which there was a famous oak, 
called Chaucer's oak, under which, as tra- 
dition taught, he wrote feveral poems. 
Mr. Evelyn gives a particular account of 
this tree, and fays there were three of them 
planted by Chaucer, the King’s oak, the 
Queen’s oak, and Chaucer's oak. 

In this fituation he was, when that great 
revolution happened, which placed Henry 
of Lancafter, the fon of his brother-in law, 
upon the throne, in which, as Chaucer had 
no hand (though certainly it could not dif- 
pieafe him) fo we do not find that he was 
at all eager in paying his compliments to 
the new King, much lefs that he triumph. 
ed in the misfortunes of his late kind maf- 
ver and gracious benefactor, as others, and 
particularly Gower, who had been more 
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obliged to that unfortunaie Prince, and 
who, at that time, was both old and 


blind, mot fhamefully did. He did not 
however flight the advantages offered him 
by this revolution, but having accidentally 
loft the two laft grants of an annuity, and 
of the pipe of wine by King Richard, he 
obtained a confirmation of them in the 
firft year of Henry IV, by an exemplifica- 
tion of his former letters patent. Neither 
was this the only favour he received from 
the new King, who, out of regard to the 
ancient friendfhip and near alliance be- 
tween the Prince his father and our author, 
granted him, during the firft year of his 
reign, an annuity of forty marks per an- 
num for the term of his life, It is true in- 
deed that a very great writer, a fincere ad- 
mirer of our author, and moft defervedly 
a poet Laureat himfelf, informs us, that 
Chaucer enjoyed this honour under three 
Kings, Edward III, Richard II, and Henry 
IV. But this is a miftake, for in truth 
there was no fuch office in thofe days, or, 
if we may truft to the authority of the 
learned Selden, before the reign of Edward 
IV. If we take this, in a more extenfive 
fenfe, for an eminent poet who celebrated 
thefe Princes, it may be julily applied to 
Chaucer in regard to the two firft, but we 
find nothing in his works relating to the 
laft, nor indeed is his name fo much as 
mentioned in any of our author's writings, 
The fmall time he lived, after the acceffion 
of this King, was chiefly employed in re- 
gulating his private affairs, which had fuf- 
fered by the public diforders ; for, all the 
public aéts of the depofed King Richard, 
in the twenty-firft year of his re:gn, being 
declared void, Chaucer was forced to quit 
his retirement, to come up to town to fol- 
licit his caufes, and, beginning now to bend 
under the weight of years, this unlucky ac- 
ceffion of bufinefs, which obliged him to 
alter his ufual way of living, might very 
poffibly haften his end. 
{ To be fnifhed in our next. j 


Of S PIRITS from Foss1us.——<Jn the three laff Numbers of the 37th 
Volume of our Magazine, we gave an Account of Spirits in Vegetables, of 
Spirits exkaiing from Animals, of Spirits produced by Putrefaétion ; and of 


Spirits prepared by the AGion ¢ 


Life in Animals: All extraéied from 


Boerhaave’s Academical Lectures, lately publifhed by bis Difciple, Van 


Eems, Doctor of Leyden. 


TZ OSSILS, either fpontaneoufly in pits 

or mines, or by art in fhops, whe- 
ther along or with the addition of other 
ingredi¢ut:, pgs inte fuch volaule and 


fubtile parts, that they may well deferve 
tht name of fpiiits. Thefe fpirits moft 
commonly have their origin from faline 
and fulphurcous {ubffances, either alone, 
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er mixed with other things. Native chal. 
canthum, having undergone, for eight 
days together, an extreme torture of fire, 
fill conftantly affords volatile and exha- 
ling fpirits. “To what a degree of fubtili- 
ty and volatility might not therefore ‘fire 
bring a body, which otherwife would re- 
maip unaétive for ever? And hence, in- 
deed, it muft be by the aétion of fire in 
mines, that thefe fpirits pafs out into the 
air; and hence alfo we are fenfible what 
efeéts chalcanthum muft be attended with, 
of which there is fo'confiderable a quan- 
tity in fome mountains, as in Vefuvius 
and Etna. Some have wrote concerning 
arfenic, that the Philofopher’s ftone lies 
concealed in it; hence they order it to be 
fublimed, and the afcending flowers to be 
again fublimed, till the arfenic remains 
fixed. Tachenius, having fublimed arfe- 
nic two or three times, on opening the 
veffel, had a fenfation of a {weet {mel] whieh 
occafioned a pain in his ftomach, a lofs of 
ftrength, cold fweat, naufea, vomiting, 
bloody urine, and a contraétion of his 
whole body: It was a long time, before 
he perfectly recovered, after confining him- 
felf to a diet of milk and the more emol- 
lient vegetables. ‘Therefore a body per- 
fe&tly inodorous, which may be kept for 
a thoufand years in the fame ftate, can be 
made fo volatile, by the force only of fire, 
as to have quite different effe&ts by its 
pleafant fmell, and to deftroy inftantane- 
oufly the life of the body. A painter 
kept realgar in a box, which the moment 
he opened, after having been fhut up for 
fome time, his fmell difcovered to him a 
certain exhalation, which threw him im- 
mediately into a fainting fit; and it was 
not without great care that he recovered 
his health: In this cafe, the fhut-up real- 
gar was by warmth prepared for emitting 
an exhalation. The Honourable Mr. 
Boyle found, that, in the Englifh ftanna- 
ries, a very fubtile poifonous duft adheres, 
after the fufion of the tin,. to the fides and 
roof of the vaults, which, being fcraped 
off and melted down, affords tin again ; 
therefore metals themfelves may alcend, 
which is alfo proved by other experiments. 
There is a cave in Campania, in Italy, 
called * Grotta del Cane,’ in which, ifa 
candle be held at a certain depth, the 
flame becomes oibicular, and the more fo, 
the farther it defcends, till at length it is 
extinguifhed: If a dog, let down into this 
cave, fhould reach the place, where the 


flame is orbicular, he begins to pant for 

: re t : 

breath, which increatis, the lower he is 

mace to defcend, and he dies in the very 
1 


Place where the Namie is extinguifhed, 


Nothing is found in the opening of thie 
dog, that can be reputed the caufe of his 
death. Near Rome there are many fuch 
caves, in which an animal dies, having 
been Jet down to a certain diftance. In 
the coal-mines, in the North of England, 
in which the air is found, in certain places, 
to diminifh flame, and at length to extin- 
guifh it, all forts of animals, none ex- 
cepted, are immediately fuffocated. An 
Officer, entering a lead-mine, felt a vio- 
lent head-ach, as if the fubftance of his 
brain was tearing afunder, and continued’ 
fo affliéted for four days, when he died. 
Therefore it feems probable, that pits and 
cavities, in certain parts of the earth, 
abound with a foffil, volatile, and exceed- 
ing penetrative fpirit, that moves every 
thing within its reach, and caufes that 
effect in pits and mines, which art has en- 
deavoured for many ages pait to imitate, 
and which, perhaps, it wil! never be able 
to compafs, but by the deftruction of the 
workmen ; for we fee all perfons herein 
occupied to be tremulous and paralytic, 
Hence, if we find a pit, in which fire is 
extinguifhed, we know that there is a 
noxious vapour in it, warning thofe that 
approach it, that no water is contained 
therein ; but, if it were poffible to convey ° 
water to thefe places, the poifonous qua- 
lity would be immediately deftroyed. By 
conftruéting a high chimney over fuch pits, 
and making a fire in it, the air that is un- 
derneath will be rarefied, and {fo the poi- 
fon will be difcuffed and diflipated; or 
this may be alfo effeéted by explofions of 
gunpowder in them, or by filling them 
up with the matter that is extraéted from 
other pits. 

Four claffes of fuch vapours have been 
difcovered, which are al] mortal : The firft 
is the fuffocating fmell of a candle, which, 
if it ftrikes a perfon as he goes about in 
fubterraneous places, it firft will caufe a 
fhortnefs of breath, and afterwards faint- 
ing fits ; the only remedy is breathing freth 
air, or drinking wine or generous beer ; 
but, though he might efcape this danger, 
yet he will fuffer pains and terrible {patms, 
during his whole life. The fecond is the 
fmell of flowers, efpecially of peach-trees: 
Within the atmofphere of this odour, a 
candle is not fo foon extinguifhed, and its 
feems to be like the vapour from arfenic, 
as mentioned in the affair of Tachenius. 
Yn the third clafs, there is formed, in 
the vaults of pits and mines, a light, 
moveable, and peniile fphere, or ball, very 
like the bubbles raifed by boys by a mix~- 
ture of fope and water; the buriting of 
thefe fpheres will kill all the pitmen or 


miner... 
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miners. . The fourth is a vapour which, - 


catching fire at the approach of a candle, 
foon after, like a thunderbolt, burns all 
the caverns, and forms a partly green and 
partly yellow flame, with a fuffocating, 
fulphureous fmell. There is, therefore, 
great rea‘on to believe, that a moveable 
vapour is always prefent in thofe cavities, 
which, by infinuating into the fubftance 
of the nerves, may mix with our {pirits, 
and fo do us an injury. 

If we now inquire what the nature of 
thole exhalations is, we fee, that many 


vapours arife from oil reduced te the 
greatet tenuity, which manifeft themfelves 
hy a fulphureous or chalcantheous fmell : 
There are others arfenical, and others in- 
flammable, that aét the fame way; for 
oil, in pits and mines, by the force of fire, 
may be reduced to the tenuity of alcohol, 
as we fee in naphta. Other vapours may 

ive room to an ingenious fpeculation, fo 
f. as that fuch a fimilarity obtains be- 
tween the life of flame and the human life, 
that both are diminifhed and extinguifhed 
in the fame proportion. _ 


Reafens for believing the Chinefe to be an Egyptian Colony, with fome Reflefions on 
the Antiquity of the World, &c.—From the Hiftory, juft publifbed, of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, for the Year 1759. 


HIS year [1759] there appeared ‘three 

letters of M. de Mairan to F. Par- 
renin, a Jefuit Miffionary at Pekin, con- 
taining divers queltions in regard to Chi- 
na:”’ Thofe letters, written from 1728 to 
1736, and judged worthy of being read in 
the Affemblies of the Academy, deferved, 
trom the many interefting queftions dif- 
cuffed in them, to be printed : But M. de 
Mairan, who had formerly refitted the 
prefling inftances of F. du Halde, the 
then editor of thofe edifying letters, who 
follicited him to publifh them, would ne- 
ver perhaps have come to a refolution to 
let them appear, were it not that a new oc- 
cation prefented itfelf, which in a great 
meafure obliged him to comply. Mef- 
fieurs the Abbot Barthelemy, and de 
Guignes, of the Royal Academy of In- 
{criptions and Belles Lettres having made 
dome important difcoveries in the Phceni- 
cian, Egyptian, and Chinefe writing, the 
refult ot M. de Guignes’s difcoveries was 
particularly that the Chinefe were a colony 
of Egyptians; and thofe Gentlemen, 
knowing that M. de Mairan, in his letters 
to F, Parrenin, had made appear by a 
connected parallel, that there was a great 
conformity between the manners and cuf- 
toms of the Chinefe and the ancient Egyp- 
tians, were the firft to follicit him to give 
tof letters to the public, which he accord- 
ingly did at their requeft. Nothing, in 
fact, could favour the diicovery of M. de 
Guignes more, than this parallel of M. de 
Mairan, between the Chinefe and the 
Egyptians, and it was very interefting to 
have then been able to trace and follow all 
the features of refemblance, which he had 
found between thofe two nations near 
thirty years before. 

The prodigious variety of manners and 
cuftoms among the different people of the 
wold afferds indeed a very fine and en- 
tertasing fooZiacle. Bus, if it be interedt- 


ing to examine how the fame caufes, wants, 
and paffions have been capable of produ- 
cing among thofe people fuch different ef- 
feéts, it will not be lefs fo to obierve how 
two people inhabiting a different climate, 
feparated by fo many ages, and by fo ex- 
tenfive a fpace of land, have retained fo 
many things common to both, and then 
one cannot help almoft granting them the 
fame-origin. Such is the effeét refulting 
from the curious parallel of M. Mairan 
between the ancient Egyptians and the 
Chinefe, and all the features of refem- 
blance obferved therein, between the cuf- 
toms, manners, writing, &c. of thefe two 
people. A new cuflom was a prodig 
among the Egyptians, and the Chinele 
have an inviolable attachment for theirs. 
The extreme refpe&t for fathers, for 
Kings, and for ancient men, which is per- 
petuated to their inanimate bodies, was 
equally recommended and_ praétifed by 
both nations. Egypt was accufed of not 
having been warlike ; it is known that the 
Chinefe have been fubjugated feveral 
times by their neighbours. It was fa- 
mous for its love of the {ciences, and ef- 
pecially aftronomy; China has the fame 
reputation. ‘The Egyptians had an hiero- 
glyphical writing no ways calculated for 
reprefenting the fpoken language, and they 
were in this refpeét the only known people 
for this difference; the cafe of the Chinete 
is the fame, for it cannot be doubted that 
the Japonefe, ‘the Coreans, and others, 
who ufe the fame kind of writing, had it 
from this people. There was in Egypt 
the * Feftival of Lights;’ the Chinele 
have a celebrated ¢ Feftival of Lanthorns.’ 
There would be no end if we were to give 
an account of all the marks of conformity 
M. de Mairan has obferved between the 
Egyptians and the Chinefe; and he finds 
fore in the features of their faces : Some 
antique “figures of Egypt, fays he, have 
Jj . 
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put me in mind of the Chinefe faces ; thofe 
flit eyes and a little convergent from above 
downwards towards the nofe.” Ar fight 
of fo many things common to the Egyp- 
tians and Chinefe, one cannot help fup- 
pofing them, as above-mentioned, to be of 
the fame origin; but to which of thefe 
two people belongs the right of primoge- 
niture, or which of them has introduced 
to the other its laws, writing, and cuftoms? 
This is a point that is hard to be deter- 
mined, and on which we can only affemble 
together prefumptions, which, in reality, 
feem to be all in favour of the Egyptians. 
Diodorus Siculus relates, that * Sefoftris, 
in an expedition which hatted nine years, 
had fubjeéted not only all the countries 
conquered after him by Alexander, but 
that he had paffed the Ganges ;’ and he 
adds particularly, that this Prince over- 
ran all the Indies as far as the ocean.” If 
this ocean was that which wafhes the eaft- 
ern coa(ts-of China, this Prince might have 
penetrated into that kingdom, and left 
there a eolony or troops, who had commu- 
nicated to the Chinefe their manners and 
cuftoms, &c. Befides, in the ancient hif- 
tory of the Chinefe, no veftige of their 
communication is found externally with 
Egypt, no mention made of a Prince who 
had paffed out of his ftates, and had car- 
ried his arms againft fo remote a country ; 
it muft follow therefore from this ftate of 
the queftion, that the communication of 
the Egyptians with the -Chinefe was 
brought about by the former, tranfported 
to China; and that it was they, in fine, 
who had tran{mitted their laws, manners, 
&c. to the Chinefe ; but we muft not pro- 
nounce definitively on a queftion which 
M. de Mairan has left undecided. 

This parallel between the Chinefe and 
Egyptians is not the only curious thing 
contained in M. de Mairan’s Letters ; 
they alfo contain a number of queltions 
and difcuffions on the authenticity of the 
ancient hiftories of China, on the genius 
of the Chinefe for the f{ciences, their know- 
ledge in aftronomy, &c. and laftly on feve- 
ral other fubjeéts, not lefs interefting. 

The ancient hiftories of China abound 
with cireumftances, which induced M. de 
Mairan to hold them fufpected, at leatt 
in detail; for in grofs, and in regard to the 
duration of the Chinefe empire, it does 
not appear to him that the beit inform- 
ed authors have called them in doubt. 
Itcan fcarce indeed be believed, amidtt the 
viciffitude of fo many ages, together with 
civil and foreign wars, that the books, 
thofe monuments of the Chinele hittory, 
had been {pared ; Monuments otherwite fo 
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ttle durable in themfelves, which, not- 
withftanding, are faid to be preterved ro 
this day, thefe four thoufand years paft. 
But if, as we are afflured, the Chinefe hif- 
tory was intirely founded on aftronomical 
obfervations, on eclipfes, conjiinétions of 
planets, &c. it fhould then appear fecured 
trom thofe revolutions ; and it fhouid feem 
at leaft that the date of the epechas of this 
hiftory could not be invalidated, though the 
detail and nature of the faéts were called in 
queltion: There is, however, great room 
to regard feveral of thole epochas, and 
the chronology deduced from them, as iuf- 
picious. This feemed the more probable 
to M. de Mairan, as the illuftrious John 
Dominic Caffini having calculated the fa- 
mous conjunétion of five planets, wiich, 
it is faid, the annals of China placed un- 
der the reign of the Emperor Tchouen-' 
Hyo, upwards of two thoufand five hun- 
dred years before Chrift ; this great aft:o- 
nomer found that it muit have happened 
five hundred years later than was {pecified 
by thefe annals. It is true that M. Kiich, 
an aftronomer of Berlin, who had allio 
calculated that conjunétion, pretended that 
it happened at the precife time indicated by 
them. But F. Parrenin informed M. de 
Mairan by his anfwers, that the mention 
made of this conjunction was not in the 
Chinefe annals, but in the Commentary to 
them ; that moreover a Chinefe aftronomer 
declared pofitively that it was fictitious, 
and, laftly, that the Mandarins of Mathe- 
matics made no fcruple of tuppofing falfe 
conjunctions, efpecially in the renovation 
or change of adynafty. A conjun&ion of 
four planets, happening the fecond year of 
the reign of the Emperor who was on the 
throne, when thofe letters were written, 
was fufficient encouragement to the Man- 
darins to make one of rive in favour of the 
new reign ; whereupon compliments were 
prefented to the Emperor trom all parts, 
who was well pleafed with them, and the 
tribunal of the Mathematics found their 
account in it. This whole detail fhews 
what good grounds M. de Mairan had to 
fulpect the exaétnefs of thofe epochas fixed 
by the Chinefe aftronomy. 

Tn hearing this tribunal of M .thema- 
tics fpoken of, this number of Mondarins 
employed for fo many ages by the Mate, im 
the obfervation and ftudy of the cele(trat 
motions, we are apt to conceive’ a great 
idea of the Chinefe aitronomy and mathe- 
matics ; but, upon better information, thes 
lution foon vanithes. Weare quite alto. 
nuifhed, whatever interef all thofe Minda- 
rins might have in peif-Sting the fciences 
(for ther ignorance iv aiironomny has of- 
ten, 
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ten coft them their life) that they have 
made therein but a very indifférent pro- 
grefs. The Chinele were furprifed with 
admiration, when they faw the Elements of 


- Euclid tranflated into their language ; they 


fcarce had any knowledge of demonftra- 
ticn, that progreflion of the mind, where- 
by, in pafling from evident things to things 
as true, but lefs evident, one comes, by a 
chain of propofitions, to very abftraéted 
truths, and very remote from the firft fet 
out from; nothing was propofed amongft 
them but by praétice. Navigation and 
geography, the companions of aftronomy, 
had made a ftill lefs progrefs amongft 
them. All thefe confiderations, and a 
number of others, which we are obliged to 
fupprefs, have induced M. de Mairan to 
to fay with good reafon, that the genius 
of the Chinefe, in other refpeéts very valu- 
able, is very inferior to that of the Euro- 
peans, and that their knowledge is very 
confined in inventing and perfeéting ; and 
this judgment on the Chinefe is ftill con- 
firmed by F. Parrenin. The genius of in- 
vention, which occafions fo rapid a pro- 
grefs in our knowledge, is granted to few 
nations; the far greater number only 
know how to imitate ; it is a talent which 
Nature gives even to the fimpleft men; 
but that force of mind, which makes a 
man dart out of the fphere, as it were, of 
ordinary ideas, and rife to new and un- 
known ones, is in a manner the fole por- 
tion of the Europeans. 

The antiquity of the world has been 
for a long time a difputed point, aad a- 
bout feventy five fyftems on the date of 
its creation are reckoned, all drawn from 
the Scriptures. So many fyftems muft ne- 
ceffarily contribute to many uncertainties. 
M. de Mairan thinks that he cannot, on 
this account, help approaching the Chi- 
nefe chronology, by adopting the chrono- 
logy of the Septuagint ; though the world, 
according to this chronology, will be very 
young, compared to the duration given to 
it by that of the Chinefe. How, in faé, 
fhall we conceive at the time of Fou-hy, 
or only of Yao, two thoulind three hundred 
fifty-feven years before Clift, fome ages 
after an univerfal deluge, that there 
fhould be a vaft empire fuch as that of 
China is reprefented to us, wherein arts 
and fciences had already made a contide- 
rable progrefs, and wherein, as ftill pre- 
tended, metals were known and worked ? 
For we do not fufficiently attend, as M, 
de Mairan fays, to the prodigious time 
that muft have elapfed before men could 
bring under a jut regulation certain arts 
and fciences, afirononiy, tor infiance, 

. 


What number of ages muft have expired 
before men could have difcovered the luni- 
folar period of fix hundred years, which 
Jofephus fays the ancient patriarchs made 
ufe of before the flood, and which was fo 
exact according to M. Caffini; and what 
number of ages and revolutions muft have 
alfo pafled away fince the time when it was 
known, fince, according to M. de Mai- 


ran, it was intirely forgotten in the time | 


of Hipparchus? How much time muf 
have been taken up in obfervations by the 
Egyptians for diicovering their ancient 
fyitem of the world, wherein they made, 
as Macrobius fays, Venus and Mercury 
turn about the fun, though they preterved 
to the earth its pretended immobility, and 
made it conftantly the center of the fun’s 
motion and of the other planets? In faét, 
nothing was more difficult than to clear up 
in the motions of Mercury and Venus, that 
they had the fun for center, and what a 
number of obfervations were required for 
this purpofe? How long did the Greeks 
fee two Uifferent Venus’s, in Venus of the 
morning and Venus of the evening ? We 
are difmayed in thinking of the multitude 
of years required for all thofe aftronomi- 
cal determinations ; but if we come down 
from heaven to the earth, if we have a 
mind to meafure the times that are elapfed, 
by the progrefs of arts, how many fuccel- 
five ages fhall we imagine before certain 
difcoveries were brought to light ? How 
long was it before iron was difcovered, 
a metal known from time immemorial in 
China? Inthe countries where it is trod- 
den under foor, it does not fhew itfelf to 
common eyes, being moft frequently no- 
thing more than a ftone, or black fand. 
What a prodigious concurrence of favou- 
rable chances muit there have been, and 
which a long feries of time muft alone have 
been able to bring about, to difcover what 
that ftone or black fand was, and how 
much time was ftill neceffary to apply 
them to proper ufes? We may form a 
judgment of this by all the vain efforts 
made by chemitts, fince gold of Platina, or 
Platina was known, for melting it down; 
and yet how weak is the compariton, when 
we refleét on the multitude of 4difcovered 
arts, which took up fo many ages to be 
known, and now put chemitts into a condi- 
tion to conquer the difficulties that oppofe 
the fufion of this rebellious metal ? 

it is by thote ditferent obfervations on 
the time necefiary for the progreis of aftro- 
nomy and the aits, and a number of others 
which we unwillingly fupprefs, that M. 


de Mairan confirms what he has faid on 
ie neceflity of putting back the infancy of 
the 
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the world, to bring it nearer the Chinefe 
chronology: And, though the world 
thould be four times older than it is, what 


‘ fgnifies it, adds he, fo we do not difavow 


its origin?’ It is with regret that we are 
obliged to pafs by in filence a number of 
interefting things which M. de Mairan 
adds on Jofephus’s period, on iron, and fe- 
veral other fubjeéts; and it were to be 
withed that all thofe who correfpond with 





gr 


learned men in remote parts, on the man= 
ners and {ciences of thofe amongft whom 
they refide, were as accurate in their in- 
quiries as M. de Mairan, and with fuch a 
turn of mind as to inveftigate a thorough 
knowledge of thofe people ; we then might 
be foon more completely acquainted with 
the manners, cuftoms, and arts of the dif- 
ferent nations that inhabit this globe. 


DescriPTion of a new and fafe CRANE, in the annexed Plate, which bas 
four different Powers ; invented by Mr. James Fergufon, F. R. S. 


HE common crane confifts only of 

a large wheel and axle; and the 
rope, by which goods are drawn up from 
fhips, winds or coils round the axle, as it 
is turned by men walking in the wheel. 
But, as thefe engines have nothing to ftop 
the weight from running down, if any of 
the men happen to trip or fall in the 
wheel, the weight defcends, and turns the 
wheel rapidly backward, and tofles the 
men violently about within it ; which has 
produced melancholy inftances, not only 
of limbs broke, but even of lives loft, by 
this ill- judged conftru&tion of cranes. 
And befides, they have but one power for 
all forts of weights ; fo that they gene- 
rally {pend as much time in raifing a {mall 
weight as raifing a great one. 

Thefe dangers and imperfeétions made 
me think of a method of remedying them. 
And, for that purpofe, [ have contrived a 
crane, with a proper ftop, to prevent the 
danger, and with different powers, fuited 
to different weights ; fo that there might 
be as little lofs of time as poffible ; and 
alfo that, when heavy goods are let down 
into fhips, the defcent may be regular and 
deliberate. 

This crane has four different powers ; 
and I believe it might be built in a room 
eight feet in width ; the gib being placed 
on the outfide of the room. 

Three trundles, with different numbers 
of ftaves, are applied to the cogs of a ho- 
rizontal wheel, with an upright axle ; and 
the rope, which draws up the goods coils 
round the axle. The wheel has 96 cogs, 
the largeft trundle 24 ftaves, the next lar- 
get 12, and the fmalleft has 6. So that 
the largeft trundle makes 4 revolutions for 
one revolution of the wheel and its axle, 
the next largeft makes 8, and the {mallet 
makes 16. A winch is occafionally put 
upon the axis of either of thefe trundles 
for turning it; the trundle being ufed 
that gives a power beft fuited to the 
weight ; and the handle of the winch de- 
feribes a circle, in every revolution, equal 


———— 


to twice the circumference of the axle of 
the wheel.. So that the length of the 
winch doubles the power gained by the re- 
volutions of each trundle. 

As the advantage, gained by any ma- 
chine or engine whatever, is in dire¢t pro- 
portion of the velocity of the power to the 
velocity of the weight ; the powers of this 
crane are eafily eflimated ; and are as fol- 
lows, 

If the largeft trundle be turned by the 
winch, it will make four revolutions for 
one revolution of the great axle on which 
the rope coils in drawing up the weight ; 
and, as the length of the winch is double 
the femidiameter of the axle, the power 
gained will be as eight to one ; that is, a 
man will be be able to raife eight times 
as much weight by means of the engine, 
as he could do by his natural ftrength 
without it 3 allowance being made for 
friétion. 

If the weight be too great for this pow 
er to raife, the fecond trundle may be turn- 
ed by the winch, which will turn the’ wheel 
and axle twice as flow as the largeft trun- 
dle did ; becaufe it makes twice as many 
revolutions fer one revolution: of the 
wheel and its axle ; and then the power 
gained will be as fixteen to one, becaufe 
the velocity of the power will be fixteen 
times as great as. the velocity of the 
weight. 

If the weight be too great for this pow~ 
er to raife (which we ftill fuppofe to be ex- 
erted by one man) the winch may be put 
upon the axis of the third (or {maileft}> 
trundle, and then, in turning the winch, 
the power gained will be as thirty-two to 
one. 

But if the weight fhould be too great, 
even for this power to raife, the power 
may be doubled by drawing up the weight 
by a double rope, going under a pulley in 
the moverble block, which is hooked to 
the weight, below the arm of the gib ; for 
then the power will be as fixty - four to 
one. If the block has two pullies, and 

the 
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the repe be twice doubled below them, the a rope to the farther end of the lever, bea 
power will be as 128 toone; and fo on, yond the pin or axis on which it turns in 
by adding more pullies, according to any the upright fupporter T. ‘The ule of this 
required proportion. bar is to keep up the lever from rubbing 
Whilft the weight is drawing up, the againft the edge of the wheel U, and to let 
racch-teeth of a wheel flip round below a_ the catch keep in the teeth of the ratchet- 
catch or click that falls fucceflively into wheel. But, when the end P of the lever 
them ; and fo hinders thecrane fromturn- is pulled down, it lifts the catch out of 
ing backward, and detains the weight in the ratchet-wheel by means of the rope 
any part of its afcent, if the worker fhould Q Q, and gives the weight F liberty to de- 
happen accidentally to quit his hold ofthe fcend 3 but, if the lever be pulled a little 
winch ; or chufe to reft himfelf before farther down than what is fufficient to lift 
the weight is quitedrawn up. Thecatch, the catch out of the teeth of the wheel, it 
in this crane, is conftruéted much in the will rub againft the edge of the wheel V, 
fame way as in the great crane at Briftol, and thereby hinder the too quick defcent 
invented by the late Mr. Padmore, of that of the weight ; and will quite top the 
city, weight if pulled hard. And, if the man 
In order to let down a weight, the man fhould happen inadvertently to let go the 
who works the crane pulls down one end __ lever, the elaftic bar will pull it fuddenly 
of a lever of the fecond kind, which lifts up, and the catch will fall down into the 
the catch out of the ratchet-wheel, and wheel, and ftop the machine. 
gives the weight liberty to defcend. But, W W aretwo upright rollers, above the 
wf the defcent be too quick, he pulls the axis or upper gudgeon of the gibE ; their 
lever a little farther down, fo as to make ule is to let the rope bend upon them, as 
it rub againft the round edge of a wheel, the gib is turned to either fide, in order to 
by which means he lets the weight godown bring the weight over the place to which 
as flowly as he pleafes ; and, by pulling it is intended to be let down. 
a little harder, he can ftop the weight, if =N.B. The rollers ought to be fo pla- 
needful, in any part of it3 defcent. Ifhe ced, that, if the great rope were ftretched 
accidentally quits his hold ef the lever, clofe by their outermoft fides, the half 
the catch immediately falls, and ftops the thicknefs of the rope may be perpendicu- 
whole machine. larly over the center of the upper gudgeon 
In the annexed figure of thiscrane Ais of the gib. For then, and in no other po- 
the great wheel, and B its axle on which _fition of the rollers, the length of the rope 
the rope C coils. -This rope goes over a between the pulley in the gib and the axle 
pulley D in the arm of the gib E, and is of the great wheel will be always the 
hockrd to the weight F fordrawing it up. fame, in all pofitions of the gib ; and the 
G is the winch, H the largeft trundle, I gib will remain in any pofition to which 
the next largeft, and K is the axis of the it is turned. 
$malleft trundle, which is fuppofed to be When either of the trundles is not ufed 
hid from view by the upright fupporter L. in working the crane, it may be drawn off 
M is a trundle, which is turned by the from the wheel, after the pin near the axis 
great wheel ; and onthe axis of this trun- of the’trundle is drawn out, and the thick 
dle is fixed the ratchet-wheel N, into the piece of wood is raifed up a little, behind 
teeth of which the catch O falls. Pisthe the outward fupporter of the axis of the 
lever, from which goes a rope QQ overa trundle. But this is not material ; for, 
pulley R, to the catch; the end of the as the trundle hasno friction on its axis but 
rope being fixed into the lever and catch. what is occafioned by its own weight, it 
S 1s an elaftic bar of wood, of which, one will bz turned by the wheel without any 
end is {crewed to the floor ; and fromthe fenfible refiftance in working the crane. 
ether end (out of fight in the figure) goés 


The Hiftory of Encianp, continued from Page 40 of our lof. 


The fuccefles of the French in Flanders, had long outlived the fame he had got, by 
Catalonia, and the Weft-Indies, would in raifing the fiege of Vienna, died at lait un- 
al} probability have made them fo'e mafters der a general contempt. He was going 
of the peace, and given their zmbaffadors backwards and forwards, as his Queen's 
a fair occafion to fpeak the language of negotiations in the Court of France were 
Nimeguen, had not theirexpefations from entertained or rejeSied: His government 
Poland been miierably difappointed, where was fo feeble and disjointed’ at home, that 
a great change of affairs had happened this ail their Dyets broke up upon preliminaries, 
year, The King Jchn Sobiciki, after he before they could, according to their forms, 
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enter upon bufinefs: He was fet on heap- 
ing up wealth, which feemed neceffary to 
give his fon an intereft in the fucceeding 
election. And indeed, upon his death, a 
great party appeared for the Prince, not- 
withftanding the general zverfion to the mat- 
ter ; fo that he was thought to be the only 
competitor, that could oppofe the Prince of 
Conti's advancementto thethrone. But the 
Abbé Polignac, who managed the French 
King’s affairs in Poland, confidently af. 
fured him, that the Prince of Conti would 
certainly carry the ele&tion, if he would 
but come thither in perfon, and fend him 
afufficient fum of money to bribe fome Pa- 
latines, who oppofed the French intereft. 
Upon this encouragement Conti fet out for 
Poland ; and great remittances were made 
to the Abbé Polignac, which he lavifhed 
away with much oftentation. The Polifh 
Nobility had refolved to make no hafte with 
the election, and plainly fet the Crown to 
fale, encouraging all candidates, who would 
bid forit. Their Primate, then a Cardinal, 
was the head of the Prince of Conti’s party, 
while the Emperor did all he could to fup- 
port the late King’s fon. But when he 
faw, that the French party was too {trong 
for him, he was willing to join with any 
other candidate. The Duke of Lorrain, 
the Prince of Baden, and Don Livio Ode- 
{chalchi, Pope Innocent’s nephew, were 
all named ; but, thefe beings not likely to 
fucceed, a negotiation was fecretly mana- 
ged with the Ele&tor of Saxony, which fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that he was prevailed on to 
change his religion, toadvance his troops to 
the frontiers of Poland, to diitribute eight 
millions of florins among the Poles, and 
to promife to confirm all their privileges, 
and, in particular, to undertake the fiege of 
Caminieck. He confented to all this, and, 
at a time when he was not at all fulpeéted 
of having any thoughts of the Crown of 
Poland, took a journey in the end of the 
fpring to Vienna, under the pretence of 
fettling matters in relation to the campaign 
in Hungary, where it was given out he 
would command the Imperial army again 
thisfummer. But theevent fhewed, what 
his reai defign was, though it was carried 
on with great fecrefy and addrefs ; for all 
ofa fudden he left Vienna, and this was 
attended with various reports induftrioufly 
{pread abroad of fome mifunderitanding be- 
tween the Emperor and him, of which no- 
body could affign acaufe. But, when peo- 
ple faw the Ele&tor affemble a body of his 
troops, they entertained feveral fufpicions ; 
and the Brandenburgers fo far took the a- 
jarm, as immediately to gather all the forces 
they could, to oppofe any attempt, that 


might be made that way. The ElcQor’s 
fudden march towards Silefia and the fron- 
tiers of Poland quickly occafioned other 
fpeculations ; and he declared himfelf a 
candidate a very few days before the elec- 
tion, being fupported by the Imperialifts in 
oppofition to the French party. His party 
became quickly fo ftrong, that though, up- 
on the firft appearance at the ele&tion, while 
every one of the competitors was trying his 
firength, the French party was the ftrongeft, 
and was declared by the Cardinal Primate, 
yet, when the other candidates faw, that 
they could not carry the election for them- 
felves, they united in oppofition to the 
French intereft, and give over all their 
voices to the Ele&tor of Saxony, by which 
his party became much the ftrongeft, and 
he was proclaimed the ele&ted King. The 
Cardinal gave notice tothe Court of France 
of what had been done in favour of the 
Prince of Conti, and detired, that he mighe 
be fent quickly thither, well furnifhed with 
arms and ammunition, but chiefly with 
money. But the party for the Elector of 
Saxony made more difpatch ; he lay nearer, 
and had both his money and troops ready 5 
fo he took the oaths, that were required, 
and got the change of his religion attefted 
by the Imperial Court. He made all the hafte 
he could with his army to Cracow, and was 
foon after crowned, to the great joy of the 
Imperial party, but the inexpreffible trou- 
ble of all his fubje&ts in Saxony. The fe- 
cular men there faw, that the fupporting 
this elective Crown would ruin his heredi- 
tary dominions; and thofe, who laid the 
concern of the Proteftant religion to heart, 
were much more troubled, when they faw 
that Houfe, under whofe prote&tion their 
religion grew up at firlt, fall off to Popery. 
It is true, the prefent Family, ever fince 
Maurice’s time, had fhewn very little zeal 
in that caufe. The eleéted Kine had fo 
finail a fhare of religion in himfelf, that 
little was to be expected from him; nor 
was it much apprehended, that he would 
become a bigot, orturnaperfecutor. But 
fach was the eagernefs of the Popifh Clergy 
towards the fuppreffing what they call here- 
fy, and the perpetual jealoufies, with which 
they would therefore poffeis the Poles, were 
like to be fuch, in cale he ufed no violence 
towards his Saxon fubje&s, as poffibly 
might have great effe&ts on him; fo that it 
was no wonder, if they were ftruck witha 
general confernation upon his revolt, His 
Eleétrefs, thougha very young perfon, de- 
f{cended of the Houfe of Brandenburg, ex- 
preffed fo extraordinary a meafure of zea] 
and piety upon this occafion, that it con- 
tributed much to the prefent quieting of 
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their fears. The new King fent a Popifh 
Stadtholder to Drefden, but fo weak a man, 
that there was no reafon to apprehend much 
from any conduét of his. He alfo fent them 
all the affurances, that could be given in 
words, that he would make no change a- 
mong them. ‘ 
A very unufual accident happened at this 
time, which ferved not a little to his quiet 
eftablifhment on the throne of Poland. 
‘The Mufcovites, after they had been for 
fome years under the divided monarchy of 
two brothers, or, rather, of a fifter who go- 
verned in their names, by the death of one 
of the brothers, came under one Czar. He 
entered into an alliance with the Emperor, 
againft the Turks; and Azoph, which was 
reckoned a ftrong place, and commanded 
then the mouth of the Tanais or Donne, 
where it falls into the Palus-Meotis, after 
along fiege was taken by his army. This 
opened the Euxine fea to him, fo that, in 
cafe he was furnifhed with men {killed in 
thé building and failing of thips, it appear- 
ed, that this might have confequences, that 
would very much diftrefs Conftantinople ; 
and, in the end, prove fatal to thatempire. 
This was the ftate of the affairs of Peter I. 
Czar of Mufcovy, when, being fenfible of 
the defe&ts of his education, he refolved, 
in order to correét them, and to qualify 
himfelf for the great defigns he was pro- 
jefting, to go into the world, and be bet- 
ter informed, He intended to make a na- 
vigable canal between the Volga and the 
Tanais, by which he might carry both ma- 
terials and provifions for a fleet to Azoph 5 
and, when that communication was open- 
ed, he apprehended, that great things might 
be done afterwards. He therefore intended 
to fee the fleets of Holland and England, 
and to make himfelf as much matter of that 
matter as his genius could rife to. He 
fent an embafiy to Holland to regulate fome 
matters of commerce, and to fee if they 
would affitt him inthe war, whica he was 
deficning againft the Turk. When the 
Ambaffadors were fet out, he fettled his 
affairs in fach hands as he trufted to, and 
with a fmal] retinue of two or three fervants 
fecretly followed his Ambaffadors, and 
quickly overtook them. He difcovered him- 
felf firft to the Eleftor ef Brandenburg, who 
was then in Pruffia, locking on the dif- 
pute, that was like to ari'e in Poland, in 
which, if a war fhould follow, he might 
be forced to have a fhare. The Czar in- 
terefted himfelf greatly in the matter, not 
only by reafon of the neighbourhood, but 
becaufe he feared, that, if the French party 


fhould prevail, France being in an alliance 
with the Turks, a King fent from thence 
5 


would probably not only make a peace with 
the Turk, but turn his arms againft him- 
felf, which would hinder all his defigns for 
a great fleet. The French party was ftrong- 
eft in Lithuania; therefore the Czar fent 
orders to his General to bring a great ar- 
my to the frontier of that duchy, to be rea. 
dy to break into it, if a war fhould begin 
in Poland ; and it was faid, that the terror 
of this had a great effect. From Pruffia 
the Czar went into Holland, where, after 
his Ambafladors had been admitted to an 
audience with the States-general at the 
Hague, they had one of King William at 
Utrecht; which being over, the King and 
the Czar met ina fmall gallery, into which 
they entered both at the fame time out of 
the adjoining rooms, and had a long con- 
ference together about the pofture of af- 
fairs, wherein the Czar highly applauded 
the King’s indefatigable endeavours, and 
conitant aim to reduce France within its 
ancient limits. 

From Holland the Czar went over the 
next winter to England, where he ftaid fe- 
vera] months. Bifhop Burnet waited often 
on him; and was ordered, both by the 
King and the Archbifhop and Bifhops, to 
attend him, and offer him fuch informa- 
tions of our religion and conftitution, as 
he was willing to receive. As the Bifhop 
had good interpreters, he had much free 
difcourfe with him. He found him a man 
of a very hot temper, foon inflamed, and 
very brutal in his paflion. He raifed his 
natural heat by drinking much brandy, 
which he re&tified himfelf with great ap- 
plication. He was fubjeét to convulfive 
motions al] over his body, with which his 
head feemed to be affected. He wanted not 
capacity, and had a larger fhare of know- 
ledge than might be expeéted from his e- 
ducation, which was but indifferent, A 
want of judgment, with an inftability of 
temper, appeared in him too often and too 
evidently. He was mechanically turned, 
and feemed defigned by nature rather to be 
flip carpenter than a great Prince. This 
was his chief ftudy and exercife, while he 
ftaid in England. He wrought much with 
his own hands, and made all about him 
work at the models of fhips. He told the 
Bifhop, he defigned a great fleet at Azoph 
to attack the Turkith empire; but he did 
not then feem capable of fo great a defign, 
though his conduct afterwards, in his wars, 
difcovered a greater genius in him than ap- 
peared at this time. He was defirous to 
underftand our religion, but he did not 
feem difpofed to mend matters in Mufcovy, 
He was indeed refolved to encourage Jearn- 
ing, and to pelifh his people, by fending 
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fome of them to travel into other countries, 
and to draw ftrangers to come and live a- 
mong them. How far this character fuited 
him will appear, when his actions come in 
courfe to be mentioned. 

From England he went to Vienna, where 
he purpofed to have ftaid fome time, but 
was called home, fooner than he had in- 
tended, upon a difcovery, or a fufpicion, 
of intrigues managed by his fifter ;_ but the 
frangers, to whom he trufted moft, were 
fo true to him, that thofe defigns were 
crufhed before he came back. But on this 
occafion he let loofe his natural fury on all 
whom he fufpeéted. Some hundreds were 
hanged all round Mofcow; and it was faid, 
that he cut off many heads with his own 
hand; and fo far was he from relenting, 
or fhewing any tendernefs, that he feemed 
delighted with it. But, after this digref- 
fion, it is time to return to the eleétion of 
Poland. 

A fleet was ordered at Dunkirk to carry 
the Prince of Conti to’Poland ; but an Eng- 
lith {quadron, which lay before that port, 
kept him in for fome time. At laft he got 
out, and failed to Dantzick ; but that city 
had declared for the new King, and there- 
fore would not fuffer him to land with all 
thofe who came with him, and only con- 
fented to fuffer himfelf to land witha {mall 
retinue. This he thought would not be- 
come him ; and therefore landed at Mari- 
enburg, where he was met by fome of the 
chief of his party, who prefled him to dif- 
tribute the money, which he had brought 
from France, among them, and promifed 
to return quickly to him with a great force. 
But he was limited by his inftruétions, and 
would fee a good force, before he would 
part with his treafure. ‘Ihe new King fent 
fome troops to difperfe thofe who were com- 
ing together to ferve him ; and thefe had 
once almoft feized on the Prince himfelf. 
But he a&ted after that with great caution, 
and would not truftthe Poles. He fawno 
appearance of any force like to be brought 
to him, equal to the undertaking; and 
fearing, left, if he fhould ftay too long, 
he might. be frozen up in the Baltic, he 
came back to Dunkirk, Notwithftanding 
this, the Cardinal Primate ftood out ftill, 
The court of Rome rejoiced at the pretend- 
ed converfion of thenew King, and owned 
him; but he quickly faw fuch a fcene of 
difficulties, that he had reafon to repent his 
embarking himfelfin fuch a dangerous un- 
dertaking. However, his election had fome 
influence in difpofing the French now to be 
more earneft for a peace ; for, if they had 
got a King of Poland in their dependence, 
that would have given them a great intereft 


in the northern parts, with an eafier accels 
both to affift the Turks and the malecon- 
tents in Hungary. 

The news of this eleStion was no {mall 
mortification to the French Plenipotenti- 
aries at Ryfwick. But the treaty went on, 
and the French, who had daily conferences 
with the Minifters of the States-general and 
others of the allies, renewed their offer of 
an equivalent for Luxemburg and Straf- 
burg, which the Imperial and Spanifh Am- 
bafladors ftill reje&ted. About this time, 
the Dutch Plenipotentiaries complained a- 
loud, and with fome fort of indignation, of 
an unjuft and falfe report, as if their ma- 
fters had underhand concluded a peace with 
France ; and, the better to prove their fin- 
cerity, they openly diffuaded the Minifters 
of the allies from confenting toa truce. 
To this, however, the Miniiters were of 
themfelves fufficiently averfe, efpecially 
fince the French had rejeé&te« the pretenfions 
of the Imperialifts and Spaniards, being 
unwilling to anfwer them before the con- 
federates gave their opinions concerning 
the propofal, which France had made, that 
the Plenipotentiaries of the allies thouid 
treat on the foundation laid on the roth of 
February laft, and advance no other points, 
befides thofe that had already been men- 
tioned. The Imperialifis made anfwer, 
that thefe articles were but preliminary 
ones, and not abfolute ; and that they were 
allowed of with this condition only, that, 
in cafe. any point were found to be imper- 
feét or faulty, the fame fhould be amended 
by the fucceeding treaties; and that they 
were defirous to know the anfwer of the 
French as to every point propofed by the 
Emperor and his allies. The Spaniards 
were of opinion, that they ought to keep 
clofe to the points that had been once a- 
greed on; and that to do otherwife would 
only retard the negotiation ; that, feeing 
the firft preliminary point imported, that 
the treaties of Weftphalia and Nimeguen 
fhould be the bafis of this negotiation, ac- 
cording to the exprefs confent of the King 
of France, it was confequently very evi- 
dent, that thofe preliminary pofitions could 
not he the foundation of all pretenfions 
that the allies could have upon France. 
‘That if the preceding treaties had'no effeét 
at all, it was to no purpofe, that they had 


» made choice of a place to confer in, that 


the mediation of the King of Sweden had 
been defired, and that paflports had been 
granted. Upon this the French Ambafla- 
dors difpatched a courier to their Mafter, 
on whofe part the propofitions of a truce 
and a free trade were again offered, as be- 
ing the frit ftep towards a peace, But, 
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*hefe being {till rejected, they now replied 
to the anfwers made by the Imperialifts and 
Spaniards, that they were fo Rriétly limited 
to their inftrustions, that they durft not ex- 
ceed or change any thing from the treaty 
of Nimeguen, as the bafis propofed by the 
King their Mafter; and that confequently 
3t was in vain for the allies to require any 
thing beyond the articles of that treaty. 
"This reply was tar from fatisfying the allies, 
who gave the French to underitand by the 
Mediator, that, their laft declaration being 
dire&tly coatrary to what had been fully re- 
gulated, and ab‘olute!ly agreed on in the 
preliminaries, it cou'd have no other ten- 
dency, than to break off the treaty, or at 
Teaft to draw itinto length, ‘The Mediator 
himfelf being of the fame opinion, he laid 
the full pretenfions of the allies before the 
French Plenipotentiaries, who gave him for 
anfwer, that the retarding the negotiation 
ought with more reafon to be charged upon 
the allies,‘the Jatt inftrument, that had 
been prefented on the Emperor's part, be- 
ing conceived in fuch articles, which they 
furefaw France neither could nor ought to 
accept; and that the Spaniards, propofing 
the Pyrenean treaty for the bafis of this, 
made the French infift upon that of Nine- 
guen. To this the Mediator replied, That 
he could not believe, that his moft Chriftian 
Majetty was offended, that all theallies had 
joined together in the laft anfwer, fince that 
z#ffair was common to them all: ‘That they 
were of opinion, that France would have 


‘declared the fame thing, were fhe in the 


i2me condition Spain found herfelf in, name- 
}y, that the peace of the Pyrenees fhould 
be renewed in its full force. Ac the fame 
time the allies offered it as their opinion, 
that, for the avoiding of thefe difnculties 
and difputes, the French fhould anfwer each 
of their propefitions apart; which was at 
Jeneth acreed to. 

The Jatt inftruments prefented by the Im- 
perialifts were not pleating to divers of the 
ailes, who pretended that they had other 
juli complaints to make againft France, in 
order to redreis, “Fhe Elettor of Hanover’s 
Plenipotentiary infifting, that he ought to 
have a place in ‘the aflembly, as an clecto- 
val Minifter, occafioned alto fome difputes ; 
which being left to the decifion of the Me- 
diator, he gave it in favour of that Pieni- 
potentiary. Soon after the Imperialiits and 
the French gave in, refpestively, their pro- 
jects of peace; but, all the articles of the 
French being drawn, word for word, from 
the treaty of Nimeguen, the fame were re- 
jected by the allies, as being too oppofite 
tu the intersft of theempire; And, becauie 


there was often mention made of the allies 
of France, it being well known, that the 
had none inthe war, unlefs the Turks were 
meant by it; it was infifted upon, that the 
French fhould more fully explain them. 
felves, and give ina clearer plan. On the 
other hand, the French, in the beginning 
of July, required the Mediator to exhort 
the allies to avoid delays, and apply them. 
felves effe&tually to the terminating this te. 
dious work. To this the Mediator an. 
{wered, That he did not fee how the allies 
retarded the moving of thofe obftacles that 
lay in the way ; but that thefe delays were 
occafioned by the French themfelves, in 
fending thofe points, that were undecided, 
to Paris, in order to confult their Matter 
thereon. ‘That the fincere intentions of the 
allies were manifefted from their havin 
defired, that the extraordinary days thould 
be appointed to hold their conferences, 
which the French, on their part, had de. 
clined ; and that the allies were not igno- 
rant of the defigns of the French court, who 
had nothing in view but the treaty of Ni- 
meguen. As foon as the Mediator had 
given an account of all this to the allies, 
they refolved to confult together daily, ia 
orer to find out a way to fhorten their bu. 
finefs; and, in the firft conference, it was 
concluded, that the French fhould anfwer 
to every point in difference, as propofed by 
the allies; which when the others came to 
know, they defired to be informed, ac- 
cording to what manner the allies were will- 
ing to decide the firft point, to the end that, 
having once feen the beginning of the trea- 
ty, they might be able to conjecture whe- 
ther they had power enough to treat and 
conclude, without any further orders from 
their Mafter. But the French, at the next 
meeting, infifted, that nothing could add 
a greatcr weight to the bufinefs, than to 
treat according to the peace of Nimeguen, 
and to change fome articles therein, when 
there fhou!d be occafien. The Mediator, 
at the reque(t of the allies, replied, That 
they were not to treat according to the 
treaty of Nimeguen only, but alfo accord- 
ing to that of Weftphalia, fince both to- 
gether had been reciprocally propofed and 
accepted of in the preliminaries ; and that, 
confequently, the allies required, that the 
French fhould form a project, according to 
thofe two treaties; to which project the 
allies would promife a fpeedy anfwer. The 
French required time to deliberate upon 
it; which while they were doing, the Im- 
perial Aimbailadors promifed to thofe of 
the Elegtors, that they would foon coms 
municate to them all the articles, which 
they 


a 


nha 





laf, 
int 
an ; 
to ¢ 
ator 
the 

he | 
cles 
be 1 
faul 
the: 
fters 
the 

tiar 
a fi 
cula 
red 

of t] 
fitte 
then 
they 
all ¢ 


treat 
mar! 
their 
thei 
by tl 
wh 
tlati 
flow 


Pen 








e allies 
hat fhe 
cs were 
hat the 
them. 
On the 
inning 
exhort 
them. 
his te. 
or an. 
> allies 
23 that 
$ were 
es, in 
cided, 
latter 
of the 
lavin 
houl 
ences, 
ad de. 
igno- 
-» who 
of Ni- 
yr had 
allies, 
ly, in 
ir bus 
t was 
in fwer 
fed by 
me to 
1, aCe 
» will. 
{ that, 
trea. 
whe- 
- and 
from 
> next 
d add 
an to 
OUeNy 
when 
jator, 
That 
o the 
cords 
h to- 
4 and 
that, 
at the 
ng to 
t the 
The 
upon 
Im 
fe of 
coms 
vhich 
they 








Ty 


Sara 


they should put forwards, to the end that all 
differences between them might be adjufted. 

After fevera] confultations, the French 

eclared, That they had not fufficient power 
to anfwer to the different propofals of the 
Imperialifts ; but that they would give in 
a project to the Spaniards, if they would 
accept of it, which the mediator acquainted 
the allies with; adding, that the French 
ftill pretended, they had no other power to 
treat, than according to the treaty of Ni- 
meguen. Whereupon the Minifters of the 
allies, in a particular conference, came to 
an unanimous refolution, never to confent 
to it, that treaty being contrary to the in- 
terefts of almoft all the Princes and ftates 
that fent them. In the mean time the E- 
Je&toral Minifters could not well digeft the 
propofal of the Imperialifts, that in digni- 
tics and ceffions, there fhould be no regard 
had to any other, except the Ambaffadors 
of the higheft chara&ters; for they infifted, 
that they ought to be treated with upon an 
equal foot with the reft. Then the French 
declared, that they would ufe the plenipo- 
tentiaries of the Ele€tors in the fame man- 
ner, as the Emperor’s Minifters did, and 
honour the reft fo, in all public affairs, as 
to give no occafion of complaints. As to 
the main of the treaty, the Spaniards, at 
lat, confented that the French fhould give 
in their plan; to which they would return 
ananfwer. ‘This they were prevailed with 
todo, upon an affurance from the medi- 
ator, that the fame fhould be made up of 
the treaties of Weftphalia and Nimeguen, 
he having told the French, that the arti- 
cles, which they fhould propofe, ought to 
be regulated hy thofe two treaties ; by de- 
fault whereof no advance could be made in 
thenegotiation. Whilft the French Mini- 
fters were bufy about framing their plan, 
the Elector of Brandenburg’s plenipoten- 
tiary very earneftly prefled them to procure 
a full power to treat with him, in parti- 
cular, fince his mafter had formerly decla- 
red war againft France; and the deputies 
of the circles of Swabia and Franconia in- 
fifted likewife, to have fatisfa&tion msde 
them by France, for the damages which 
they had fuftained, during the war ; but 
all this to little purpofe. 

To quicken the flow advances of the 
treaty, the Minifters of Sweden and Den- 
mark both declared to the French, That 
their mafters would be conftrained to join 
their forces to thofe of the allies, to cut off, 
by the fword, all the unneceffary difficulties, 
which France raifed te protraé the nego- 
tiations, The treaty, indeed, went on but 


Qowly, till Havlay, the firft of the French 
Peaipotentiaries, came to the Hague; who, 


FOR FEBRUARY, 1766. 





87 
as was believed, had the fecret. He thewed 
a fairer inclimation, than had appeared ia 
the others, to treat frankly and honour. 
ably, and to clear ail difacuities that bad 
been ftarted before. So that the French, 
on the 2oth of July, gave in their plan of 
peace, founded on the treaties of Weft- 
phalia and Nimeguen ; the main articles of 
which, astothe Enipire, were, * An offer 
to make void feveral re-unions, made on 
that fide, by the chambers of Mentz and 
Befancon, and the fovereign council of 
Brifac, fincethe treaty of Nimeguen: To 
reftore the city of Strafburg, or to give as 
an equivalent for it, the city and cattle 
of Friburg, and the towns of Brifac and 
Philipfburg, with the fort of Kiel, in the 
condition they were at prefent: To de- 
molifh the fortifications of Hunninger, on 
the other fide of the Rhine: To reitore 
Lorrain to the Duke of that name, in the 
fame manner as it was offered at the treaty 
of Nimeguen, that is, in the fame condi- 
tion it was pofleffed by Duke Charles in 
1670, and the city of Nancy, upon certain 
conditions; with the demolifhing of divers 
places, fuch as Mont-Royal, Traerback, 
&c. As for the Spaniards, the French 
offered to give them the city and county 
of Luxemburg, and the country of Chi- 
nay, or, in lieu of them, fome other placcs, 
hereafter to be named, for which there was 
a blank leftin the plan. That all re-uni- 
ons, fince the treaty of Nimeguen, fhould 
be made void: That the city and cattle of 
Dinant fhould be delivered to the Bifhop 
of Liege; and that all other places, taken 
en both fides, during the war, fhould like- 
wife be reftored.”. The Spaniards feemed, 
inthe main, to be fatisfied with the French 
conceffions; but the Imperial Min:ftera 
made a tedious, and, as fome thought, 
an unreafonable anfwer to the plan 3; which 
the French did not much regard, their chief 
aim being to fatisfy the reft, upon what 
terms they were willing to give them, in 
order to break the grand alliance, and by 
that means to preferve part of their acqui- 
fitions on the Rhine, fince there was fo iit- 
tle profpeét of having any thing elfewhere. 
After the delivery of the plan of peace, the 
King of France, ficding much ume tpent 
to litve purpofe, by carrying on atreaty in 
writing, ordered his plenipotentiaries to a- 
gree to the propofals, which the Impeitalifts 
had made not long before, of treating by 
word of mouth; and though the roth of 
September was the ufmolt the French would 
give, to accept their offers; yet it is re- 
markable, that, after their difappointmen 

in Poland, they began to be more tract .ble 
than before, 
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The Compendicus Peerage of England, continued from Page 36 of our laff, with the 
Arms finely engraved, and a genealogical Account of the Moft Noble Family of Fiz. 


Roy, Duke of Grafton. 


Enry Fitz-Roy, fecond natural fon of 
H King Charles II, by Barbara Vil- 
liers, Duchels of Cleveland, was born on 
the zoth of September, 1663 ; and, being 
of a brave and martial fpirit, addiéted him- 
felf firft to the experience of maritime af- 
fairs, and having been in feveral expedi- 
tions with Sir John Bury, Knt. Vice- Ad- 
nural of England, was, by letters patent, 
bearing date 16 Aug. 1675, 24 Car. II. 
created Baron of Sudbury, Vifcount Ipf- 
wich, and Earl of Eufton ; alfo, on Sept. 
3675, 27 Car II. created Duke of Grafton 
in the county of Northampton. 

On the 31ft of Auguft, 1680, he was 
ele&ted a Knight of the moft Noble Order 
of the Garter; but, being then at fea with 
the aforeiaid Sir John Bury, he was in- 
ttalled at Windfor by his proxy, Sir Ed- 
ward Villiers, Knt. afterwards Earl of 
Jerfey, on the 30th of September fol- 
jowing. 

On the 15th of December, 1681, he 
was chofe by the Corporation of the Tri- 
nity-houfe, to be one of their Elder Bro- 
thers; and, on the 3oth of the fame 
menth, conftituted Colonel of the firft re- 
giment of foot-guards, in the room of 
Colonel Ruffel, who refigned to him. On 
the 2d of December, 1682, he was ap- 
pointed Vice-admiral of England; and, 
on the zoth of O&tober 1684, was fworn 
Recorder of St.Edmonds-Bury, in S¢ ffolk. 
And on May 6, 1685, appointed Lord- 
Neutenant and Cuftes Rotulorum of Suf- 
folk. 

On the 23d of April, 1686, at the coro- 
nation of King James II, he performed 
the office of Lord High Conftable of Eng- 
land. And, on the landing of the Duke 
of Monmouth in the weft, he commanded 
a part of King James’s forces, and beha- 
ved with great gallantry in the ation of 
Philips Norton-lane, in the county of So- 
merfet, narrowly efcaping with his life. 

In 1687, the Duke of Somerfet having 
declined conducting the Pope’s Nuncio to 
his public audience, he was prevailed on 
by the King to perform it; and accord- 
ingly, on the 3d of July that year, he was 
condu&ed to Windlor, by his Grage, and 
Sir Charles Cotterel, Matter of the Cere- 
monies, in one of his Majetty’s coaches. 
The fame year (being then Vice-admiral 
of England) he had the command of a 
{quadron of his Maj: fty’s thips of war, to 
receive the Qu:en of Portugal in Helland, 


and condué her fafe to Lifbon, which he 
performed with great honour. His Grace 
afterwards failed for Tunis, where he ar. 
rived Oétober 16, 1687, and having 
brought the corfairs of that place to amity, 
he returned from Cadiz to Falmouth, on 
the roth of March following ; and failing 
through the channel to Deal, came pot 
from thence to Whitehall, where he arri- 
ved the 26th of March 1681, and waiting 
on the King, was very gracioufly received. 

On the landing of the Prince of Orange, 
his Grace was one of the proteftant Peers 


then in London, who, with the Archbi- | 


fhops of Canterbury and York, &c. figned 
a petition to King James. ‘¢ ‘That, in the 
deep fenfe of the miferies of a war, &c, 


they did think themfelves bound in con- e 
{cience, and out of the duty they owe to | 
God, their holy religion, &c. moft hum- © 


bly to offer to his Majefty, ‘That, in their 
opinions, the only vifible way to preferve 
his Majefty and his kingdom, would be 
the calling a Parliament regular and free 
in all refpeéts, &c.” Dr. Sprat, Bithop of 
Rochefter, in his 2d letter to the Earl of 
Dorfet, recites, that it was figned at his 
houfe at Weftminfter, and that he was one 
of the four Bifhops who ventured to deli- 
ver it to the King, after he had protelted 
he would take it highly ill of any that 
fhould offer it to him; and that neverthe- 
lefs they thought themfelves bound fo to 
do. The Jefuits were fo enraged at this 
petition, that they publifhed a paper with 
this title, © Some Refle&tions upon the 








humble petition to the King, of the Lords, | 
who fubfcribed the fame; prefented No- | 


vember 17, 1688.” 
On King James’s arrival with his army 


at Salifbury, his Grace, with the Lord |] 


Churchil (after Duke of Marlborough) 


were the firft that went over to the Prince [ 
of Orange. And fuch confidence had his 7 


Highnels in his Grace’s good difpofition 


to him, that, when King James had the 7 


firft time withdrawn himfelt from Guild- 
hall, he difpatched the Duke of Grafton 
from his camp at Henley, to go and teke 
poffeflion of Tilbury-fort, with his regi 
ment of foot-guards. But after the meet- 
ing of the Convention, when it came to 
be debated in the Houfe ef Peers, * Whe- 
ther the throne, being vacant, it ought to 
be filled up by a Regent or a King, the 
Duke was one of thofe who voted fora 
Regent. However. his Grace, with the 

Duke 
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Duke of Ormond, the Dukes of South- 
ampton and Noithumberland, were foon 
brought over, and were heartily engaged 
in fettling the fucceffion of the Crown, 
onthe Prince and Princefs of Orange, &c. 

At their coronation, April 11, 1689, 
his Grace attended, and bore the King’s 
orb. In 1690, he embarked with the 
Earl of Marlborough for Ireland, who ar- 
rived before the harbour of Cork, Sept. 
21; and, two days after, the greateft part 
of the land forces went on fhore, headed by 
the Duke of Grafton, who, coming the 
next day within a mile of the town of Cork, 
began a formal fiege. And, a confiderable 
breach being made, the grenadeers were 
ordered to ftorm the town, headed by his 
Grace, and fome refolute volunteers. But 
as he was leading them on to the affault, 

Sept. 28th, he received a wound with a 

* thot, which broke two of his ribs, where- 

) of hedied, at Cork, on the 9th of Ofober 
following; and was brought to England, 
and was buried at Eufton in Suffolk. His 
lofs was greatly lamented, having ever be- 
haved with galla.iry. 

His Grace married, on the sft of Au- 
guft (1672) the Lady Ifabella, only daugh- 
ter, and at lenoth heir, to Henry Bennet, 
Earl of Arlington, Vifcount Thetford, 
&c. Secretary of Sate, and of the Privy 
Council, Knight of the moft noble Order 
of the Garter, and Lord Chamberlain of 
the Houfhold to King Charles II. by the 

1) Lady Ifabella of Nafta, his wife, one of 
)) the daughters of Lewis of Naffau, Lord of 
> Beaverwaert, and Count of Naffau, and fifter 
to Henry of Naffau, Scignor de Auver- 
)querque, Matter of the Horfe to King Wil- 
) liam ITI, and father of Henry, late Earl of 

) Grantham ; and by her had Charles, his only 
child, the late Duke of Grafton, bornO&. 
25,1683; and in right of hismother (who 
died Feb. 7, 1722-3, in the 56th year of her 
age) was Earl of Arlington, Vifcount Thet- 
ford, and Baron Arlington; her father be- 
mg created Baron Arlington, of Arling- 
ton, in the county of Middlefex, March 
14, 1663, 16 Car. IT. and Vifcount Thet- 
ford, in the county of Norfolk, and Earl 
of Arlington, April 22, 1672, with limi- 
tation to the heirs of his body lawfully be- 
gotten. 

His Grace, in the year 1700, fet out on 
his travels, and, on his arrival at Paris, 
was introduced to the French King, Lewis 
XIV, by the Earl of Manchefter, the Eng- 
ih Ambaffador, refident at that Court, 
and taking his leave of that Monarch, Ju- 
y27 (N.S.) 1700, fet out to make the 
tour of Italy, 
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Onthe 25th of Oftober, 1704, his Grace 
took his feat in the Houle of Peers ; and 
on April 4, 1705, was conftituted Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Suffolk. On 
Sept. 25,1708, he was fent to Portfmouth, 
to compilment the Queen of Portugal, in 
her Majefly’s name, upon her arrival in 
Great Britain. On O&ober 9, 1714, he was 
again, on the acceffion of King George, 
(at whofe coronation, on the 2oth of the 
fame month, he carried St. Edmond’s 
crown,) conftituted Lord Lieutenant of 
the county of Suffolk, and Cuftos Rotu- 
lorum of the fame. On the 18th of O&o- 
ber, he was appointed one of the Gentle- 
men of his Majefty’s Bedchamber. On the 
27th of Auguft, 1715, his Grace and 
Henry, Earl of Gallway, were appointed 
Lords Juftices of Ireland, and, on the 31ft 
of the fame month, he was fworn one of 
his Majefty’s Privy-Council. On June 
27, 1720, his Majefty, in Council, decla- 
red his Grace, Lord Liewjenant of Ire- 
land. 

His Grace embarked at Holyhead, on 
the 27th of Auguft, 1724, and landing at 
Dublin the next day about noon received 
the compliments as ufual, and, proceeding 
to the Caftle, took the oaths in Council, 
as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; and, Sept. 
13, went in the ufual ftate to the Houle 
of Peers, and opened the feffion of Parlia- 
ment with a fpeech to them from the throne. 
On which both Houfes madeloyal addreffes 
to his Majefty; and alfo congratulated 
his Grace on his re-acceflion to the chief 
governmeut of the kingdom ; and for his 
having at all times interpofed his credit 
and intereft for their advantage; and to 
affure him, they would never be wanting 
in their due refpe& and acknowledgment 
for the fame. 

On the 11th of June 1720, he was alfo 
nominated one of the Lords Juftices of 
Great Britain, whilft his Majeity went to 
Hanover. 

On the 27th of March, 1721, being e- 
le&ted a Knight of the moft noble Order 
of the Garter, he was inftalled on the 25th 
of April following. 

On the 3d of June, 1723, he was, a 
fecond time, made one of the Lords Juf- 
tices of Great Britain, and, on the 3 of 
April, 1724, appointed Lord Chamber- 
lain of his Majefty’s Houfhold. 

On the 12th of May, 1724, (on his re- 
turn from Ireland, from whence he ar- 
rived, at Parkgate, the oth of that month) 
he was {worn Recorder of the city of Co- 
ventry, and prefented with the freedom 
thereof, 

Alfo, 


M 
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Alfo, on the 1ft of June, 1725, he was, 
a third time, one of the Lords Juttices. 
And, on the 31ft of May, 1727, a fourth 
time, when his Mejefty died on his jour- 
ney: On his late Majelty’s afcending the 
throne, he was again appointed, Dec. 14, 
1727, Lord Lieutenant and Cuttos Rotu- 
lorum of the County of Suffolk, and Vice- 
Admiral of the fame: And was alfo ap- 

ointed Lord Chamberlain of his Houi- 
Fold, and fworn of his Privy-Council : 
And in Auguft, 1734, was eleéted one of 
the Governors of the Charterhoufe. 

His Grace, on the 12th of May, 1740, 
was again nominated one of the Lords Juf- 
tices; alfoon April 25, 1743, and at all 
times had been nominated to that mott 
honourable truft when his Majefty’s occa- 
fions called him abroad ; as he was March 
30, 1752. 

His Grace (in 1713) married the Lady 
Henrietta Somerfet, daughter to Charles 
Marquis of Worcefter, (eldeft fon of Hen- 
ry, Duke of Beaufort) by Rebecca, his 
wife, daughter to Sir Jofiah Child of Wan- 
fted in the county of Effex, Bart. grand- 
father of the prefent Earl Tilney, and by 
her (who died on the 9th of Auguft, 1726) 
had iffue, 3 fons and 3 daughters. 

1. George, Earl of Eufton, born Aug. 
24,°1715, who was one of the four young 
Noblemen, at the coronation of his late 
Majetty, that fupported his train, and was 
Member of Parliament for the city of Co- 
ventry. He married, in 1741, Lady Do- 
rothy, daughter of Richard, Eari of Bur- 
lington, who died in April, 1742, His 
Lordhip died in July 1747, leaving no 
iffue. 

2. Lord Auguftus, born O&. 16, 1716, 
who, being brought up to the fea fervice, 
was in September, 1736, Captain of his 
Majefty’s thip, the Kennington, and after 
had the command of feveral other of the 
King’s fhips.. In Feb. 1738-9, he was 
chofen Member of Parliament for Thet- 
ford, in the county o1 Norfolk, in the 
room of Sir Edmund Bacon, of Gilling- 
ham, Bart. deceafed. He was Command- 
er of the Orford, at the attack of Cartha- 
gena, in Feb. 1740-1; and, continuing in 
thofe feas, our Gazette, No. 8034, gives 
the following account: On May 24, 
174.1, died, after afew days illnefs at Ja- 
maica, Lord Auguftus Fitz-Roy, Com- 
mander of the Orford, much regretted for 
his bravery and diligence in the fervice.’ 

He married, in March, 1733-4, the daugh- 
ter of Col. William Cofby, iate Governor 
of New York, ayounger ton of Alexander 
Cofby, of Strodbelly in Ireland, Eig ; by 


whom he left ifue, two fons, Anguftns 


Henry, now Duke of Grafton, born in 
O&tober, 1735; and Charles, born in July 
1737, now Lieutenant Colonel in the ar- 
my, and Groom of the Bedchamber to his 
Majefty, and Member of Parliament for 
Oxford, and married July 27, 1758, 
to Miis Warren, one of the daughters and 
coheirefles of the late Sir Peter Warren, 
by whom he had a daughter, born May 10, 
1759, and was one of thofe gallant Officers 
who was particularly named by Prince Fer. 
dinand of Bruntwick in his thanks to the 
allied army, for their conduét at the bat- 
tle of Minden, Auguft1, £759. Lord 
Auguitus’s Lady was fince married to 
James Jeffreys Efy; Member of Parlia- 
ment for Dartmouth. 

3- Lord Charles, born April 28, 1718, 
whodied in1739, on his travels, at Milan. 

4. Lady Carolina, born April 8, 1722, 
married in Augult, 1746, to William now 
Earl of Harrington. 

5- Lady Harriot, born June 8, 1723, 
died Auguft 1735. 

6. Lady Iabella, born July 19, 1726, 
married to Francis Seamour-Conway, Lord 
Conway, now Earl of Hertford, and Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, in May 1741, 

His Grace, dying the 6th of May, 1757, 
was fucceeded by his grandfon. 

Auguftus Henry, now Duke of Graf- 
ton, who on January 29, 1756, married 
Mifs Anna Liddel, only daughter of Hen- 
ry Lord Ravenfworth, and had a daughter 
Georgiana, born May 7, 1757, anda fon 
and heir, born January 16, 1760. In 
December 1746, he was elected to Parlia- 
ment for Borough-bridge in Yorkhhire, in 
the room of William Murray, Efq; crea- 
ted Lord Mansfield; and for St. Edmunds- 
bury, in the room of the Lord Peterfham, 
who fucceeded as Earl of Harrington ; for 
which laft place he made his ele&tion. On 
the deceafe of his grandfather, he took his 
featin the Houfe of Peers, and, upon the 
change of the late Miniftry, was appointed 
his Majetty’s principal Secretary of State 
for the northern department, Remem- 
brancer of the firft fruits, Ranger of Whit- 
tlebury Foreft in Northamptonshire, and 
his Majefty’s Game- keeper at Newmarket. 

Arms] Quarterly, the aft and qth 
grand quarters quarterly, France and Eng- 
Jand, the 2d Scotland, and the 3d Ireland, 
(being the Arms of King Charles II.) o- 
ver alla bafton finifter compone pearl and 
fapphire. 

Crest.} On a chapeau ruby, turned 
up with ermine, a lion paffant guardant, 
topaz, crowned with a ducal coronet, fap- 
phire, and gorged with a collar counter- 
tompong pearl and fapphive. 
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SuPPORTERS.] On the dexter fide, a 
lion guardant gold, crowned and gorged 
as the creft. On the finilter, a grey- 
hound, pearl, gorged as the lion. 


gt 
MorTto.] Et Decus & Pretium Reéti. 
CurEF Seats.] At Eufton-hall, Suf- 


folk, and Wakefield Lodge, Norihamp- 
tenhhire. 


The four following foort Pieces are taken from Dr. HasseL@uis T’s Voyages 
and Travels inthe LE vant. 


Meruon of giving WINE a fine Fravour. 


LUCK the flowers of the vine, 

when they are juft come forth and in 
full bloffom; dry them in the fhade, but 
by no means in the fun or a ftrong heat ; 
powder and preferve them. Take what 
quantity you pleafe of this powder, tie it 
up in linen, and hang it in the cafk, when 
the new wine begins to ferment. Nothing 
is more natural, and nothing more effica- 
cious in giving wine a high flavour, than 
this powder. The quioteffence of the 
yirtues of a plant lies in the flowers. By 
drying them flowly, the evaporating fubtile 
puticles are concentrated, and they may 
may be preferved a long time, without 
lofing their virtue, When the wine fer- 
ments, it aéts on thefe fine particles, and 


the motion thereby occafioned is fufficient 
to mix them with the wine, which, by 
thefe means, contains all the virtues of 
the grape and flower. I know, that the 
Greek Bifhop, in Smyrna, from whom I 
learned this method, had a wine of no 
fine flavour, made of grapes which grow 
at Urla, a place near Smyrna; but, by 
this method, he gave it a fmell and fla- 
vour far furpafling any of the fame wine 
not thus prepared. I know not whether 
this has ever been tried in other places, 
yet I make not the leaft doubt but that it 
would be attended with equal good fuc- 
cefs, in any place where vines are planted, 
as nature is always the fame, and never 
varies, 


Examptre of the nutritive Virtue of GUM ARABIC. 


HE Abyffinians make a journey to 

to Cairo every year, to fell the pro- 
ducts of their country, flaves, gold, ele- 
phants, drugs, monkies, parrots, &c. 
They muft travel over terrible defarts, and 
their journey depends as much on the 
weather as a voyage at fea; confequently, 
they know as little as a feaman how long 
they muft be on the journey, and the ne- 
cellaries of life may chance to fail them, 
when the journey lafts too long. This 
happened to the Abyffinian caravan, in 
the year 1750, their provifions being con- 
fumed, when they had ftill two months to 
travel; neceffity obliges us often to ufe 
things for food before unheard or un- 
thought of ; this happened in the cafe in 
queftion; they were obliged to fearch for 


fomething, amongft their merchandife, 
wherewith they might fupport life in this 
extremity, and found nothing more pro- 
per than gum Arabic, of which they had 
carried a confiderable quantity with them. 
This ferved to fupport above a thoufand 
perfons for two months. 

Gum Arabic is gelatinous, and un- 
doubtedly contains tome nourifhing par- 
ticles. But here we may afk, Whether 
this food did not mzke thefe poor people 
very coftive ? It muft, in all probability, 
have had this effect; but of this I could 
not learn any circumftances. I know, 
however, that the caravan arrived fale at 
Cairo, without any great lofs of people, 
either by hunger or difeafes. 


Of the ONIONS of the Israeuires. 


Llium cepa, onion; by the Arabs 

called bafal. That this was one of 
the fpecies of onions, for which the If- 
raclites longed, we may guefs by the 
quantity to this day ufed in Egypt, and by 
their goodnefs there; whoever has talted 
onions in Egypt, muft allow, that none 
can be had better in any part of the uni- 
verle; here they are fweet, in other coun- 
tries tNey are naufeous and ftrong; here 
they are foft, whereas in the north and o- 


ther parts they are hard, and the coats fo 
compact that they are hard of digetftior. 
Hence they cannot in any place be eaten 
with lefs prejudice, and more fatisfaétion 
than in Egypt. The juft longing of the 
lfraclites teaches us, that they were intro- 
duced into the kitchen about the time thev 
left Egypt. They eat them roafted, cut 
into four pieces, with fome bits of roafted 
meat, which the Turks, in Egypt call 
kebab ; and with this difh they are fo de- 

M2 delighted, 
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lighted, that Ihave heard them with they 
might enjoy it in Paradife, They like- 
wile make a foup of them in Egypt, cut- 


FICUS SYCOMORUS, 


4 be IS is a huge tree, the ftem being 
often fifty feet thick. The fruit is 
pierced or bored by an infe& (cynips fy- 
¢omori) about the time it ripens, in a very 
remarkable manner. ‘There is an opening 
made in the calyx, near the time the fruit 
ripens, which js occafioned in'two different 
manners : 1. When the fquamz, which 
cover the calyx, wither and are bent back, 
as in the ficus carica (Common fig-tree) 
though this ‘is not very common in the 
fycamore. _ 2, What follows is worth at- 
tention, and may ferve to excite our admi- 


ration, .A little below, the fcales on the 


fide of the flower-cup, there appeais a fpot 
before the fruit is ripe 5 the fruit is affeét- 
ed with a gangrene in this Eee which ex- 
tends itfelf further, and frequently occu - 
pies the [pace of a finger’s breadth; it wi- 
thers, the place affeéted becomes black, 
the flethy fubftance in the middle of the 
calyx, for the breadth of a quill, is cor- 
roded, and the male bloffoms, which are 
heareft to the bare fide, appear naked, 


“opening a way for the infeé&t, which makes 


feveral furrows in the infide of the fruit, 
but never touches the ftigmata, though it 
frequently eats the germina. The wound- 
ed or gangrenous place is at firft covered 
or fhut up with the bloffoms, but the hole 


_is by degrees opened and enlarged, of va- 


rious fizes, in the different fruits, the mar- 
gin and fides being always gangrenous, 
black, hard, and turned inwardly. The 
fame gangrenous appearance is allo found 


Confiderations oz the Use that ought 


ERE reading is, in itfelf, of no ufe, 
unlefs we read with an eye to our 

own and other men’s improvement. ‘The 
defign of incral learning, which ought to 
be our firtt ftudy, is, as it were, to new- 
mould our nature, to fow the feeds of vir- 
tue in our hearts, and -give us a bias to- 


wards great and good aétions, 


There are two different reads that lead 
to the temple of honour; one of which is 
extremely rugged and dangerous. Thofe 
that follow it are feldom fcrupulots as to 
the means by which they help themfeives 
forward. If they happen to arrive fafe, 
we are aftonifhed dt their intrepidity, and 
allow them all the merit of their fucceds : 
But, if they fail in the attempt, our fur- 
prife ceates, their reputation falls with 


ting the onions in fmall pieces ; this I think 
one of the beft dithes I ever eat. 


The Scripture SYCAMORE, 


near the fquamea, after the infeé&t has made 
a hole in that place. 

Of this trée the ancient Egyptians made 
coffins, wherein to lay their embalmed 
dead. The wood is very proper for this 
ufe, as it does not rot for feveral ages, and 
not until it is very old. The mummies, 
which I faw in Egypt, were all preferved 
in coffins made of this wood, which, as 
well as the corpfe, had ‘kept found for 
2000 years. This large and branchy tree, 
by fpreading out its boughs, affords ex- 
cellent thade, being of great ufe to people 
living in a fcorching climate, and travel. 
ling through defaits, as they may fre. 
quently reft their wearied limbs and droop- 
ing bodies, under the fhade of a fycamore. 
The fruit taftes pretty well ; when quite 
ripe, it is foft, watery, fomewhat fweet, 
with a very little portion of an aromatic 
tafte. After I once had tafted it, I could 
fearcely refrain from eating; and, if I 
had thought the frefh fruit wholefome, I 
fhould certainly have eaten a great deal of 
it: Though the receptaculum is flefhy 
enough, yet but little of it is good, the in- 
f & having eat much of it, oad often made 
its farrows to the outward fkin. This tree 
grows in the plains and fields of Lower 
Egypt, where I have feen it very common, 
It buds in the latter end of March, and 
the fruit ripens in the beginning of June; 
it is wounded or cut by the inhabitants at 
the time it buds, for, without this precaus 
tion, as they fay, it will not bear fruit. 


to be made of the Study of History. 


them, and they are branded with folly for 
having purfued an unbeaten path. 

The other way is a very plain one ; and, 
though it may not be intirely free from 
difficulty, yet, as we travel a common 
road, without concealing our defign, all 
our companions are concerned for the 
common fatety. Honeft men, in the fame 
purfuit of honour, are mutual affiftants. 
The fall of one is a bad omen to the other. 
If we chance to die upon the road, we are, 
however, fure to be buried in the tem- 
ple for which we are bound, and to have 
an honourable monument ereéted to our 
memory. 

It is not enough, that we have reached 
the pinnacle of grandeur: The curious 
world will be fure to afk by what means 

we 
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we came thither? Our own own actions 
gre the only foundation that will fupport 
the mighty fabric. Without thefe we 
tremble and grow giddy, when we look 
from the top of the bafelefs pile on which 
we ftand. By aétions, I do not only mean 
exploits of war. Thofe, when attempt- 
ed without the call of neceffity, give us 
but too often terrifying examples of ambi-, 
tious rafhnefs in the builder, and leave us 
nothing but the proud ruins of broken 
monuments. . Mild government, propor- 
tionate rewards, juft punifhments, a fixed 
confidence in the world’s fupreme Gover- 
nor, and equanimity in good or ill fortune, 
are the adamantine columns which mult 
fupport our fame, if we with it to be im- 
mortal. 

Hiftory will fufficiently acquaint us.of 
this important truth; and by its leffons 
we need only compare the fate of fuch as 
have proceeded cautioufly and honourably 
with that of thofe who have rafhly pur- 
fued the end without any regard to: the 
means, to find a hundred of the firft for 
one of the Jatter, that attained the happi- 


_ nefs for which they fought. 


The ftudy of hiftory will teach us the 
right application of the virtuous precepts 
we have already learnt. By the profperous 
or unfortunate attempts of others, it points 


out that which we ought to imitate, and that 


which we muft fhun. It fhewsus in what 
manner private and public good are allied : 
That we muft not only be virtuous, but 
that fenfe and knowledge are required to 
put our good defigns in execution, Mere 
chronology, the ftudy of names and pedi- 
grees, is an ufelefs burden to the memory, 
from which many a pedant, after much 
wrangling, hath reaped no better fruit 
than rancour and uncertainty: So that 
this is not the proper ufe of hiltory. I 
believe it will more juftly be foynd to con- 
fit in the following particulars : 

Fir, we are taught, by hiftory, the 
various forms of government that have ex- 
ifted ever fince our account of time. Thefe 
we fhall find to have differed in compli- 
ance with the manners and cuftoms of each 
people; but I fhould be glad to know if 
we have found any one conftitution defec- 


. tive, when thofe who had the chief ma- 


nagement were wife and good men? Were 


we mortals naturally pious, peaceable, and. 


juit, fo asto deferve each other's confi- 
dence, there would be no need either of 
government or laws ; but mankind’s gene- 
ral depravity hath made them, alas ! too 
neceflury for the mutual fecurity of Prince 
and people againit each other. Yet, I 
confeis, that unwholfome laws Imye often 
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made bad times worfe. A good man will 
behave fo as to make Jaws feem ufelefs ; he 
will be virtuous for virtue’s fake, and o- 
bey the ftatutes of his country, not through 
fear of punifhment, but from inclina- 
tion. A Prince, bleffed with the univer- 
fal love of his fubje&ts, muft regard thofe 
Jaws which circumicribe his power, as not 
made for him, but with an eye to fome fuce 
ceeding reign; asa neceflary caution a- 
gainft future uncertainty ; as a fhield held 
by prudence over the people’s happinefs, 
which, it was thought, could not, without 
danger, be expofed to the caprice of 
Princes yet unborn. A King, who hath 
a reafonable tendernefs for his people, can- 
not but rejoice to fee them fecured againft 
every poffible evil. He ill regard the 
laws in the fame light wherein Mery prie 
vate honeft man regards them. ‘So long as 
he remains honeft, they were not made for 
him ; but he will, neverthelefs, think them 
neceffary, becau‘e all men are not equally 
good; and, even on his,own account, he 
will look upon them as'a bulwark in de- 
fence of human weaknefs againft the fur- 
prifes of temptation. 

We are. not to’ fatisfy ourfelves with 
merely learning from hiftory that all ftates 
are liable to reyolutions. We muft dili- 
gently pry into the caufes of their decline 
or tatal extinétion, In the courfe of our 
inquiry, we fhall often find that the moit 
aftomfhing events have taken their rife 
from very trifling caufes, which teaches 
us carefully to avoid even the moft feem- 
ing infignificant flips in our conduét, fince 
a nation's ruin may prove the final confe- 
quence. How many great men have un- 
dermined their own monument by a fingle 
imprudent aétjon ! 

What King can, without trembling, 
read the hiftory of thofe Monarchs who, 
having been adored during their lives, 
were no fooner dead, than their charaéters 
were ftripped of the bright veil which fear 
and flattery had thrown over them, and exe 
pofed in their naked deformity. Some 
Princes, even for their liberality, have been 
ranked, amongft weak men and tyrants; 
for to diftrisute favours indifcriminately 
is 2 weaknefs, and to reward bad men is 
the greateft tyranny. We err if we ima 

e the names of Kings to be above the 
power of human judgment. H:ftory will 
infallibly become their acc@Mer, and pofte- 
rity their jult tribunal. They who defpife 
her laws, may be compared to the hardened 
criminal that audaciowfly ftares his Judge 
in the face, and hears an ignominious fen- 
tence without confufion. 

We learn fiom hiftory, that high birth 

is 
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is not alone fufficient to make men great 
and ufeful in the world ; that, on the con- 
trary, if we are not careful to fupport our 
natural dignity by honourable means, it 
becomes an additional reproach. Hif- 
tory is alfo an encouragement to men of 
low extraétion, by fhewing them that the 
temple of honour is open to all mankind ; 
that they were not created more for their 
Sovereign’s advantage, than he for theirs ; 
and that the wealth of a King is the opu- 
lence of his fubjeéts. , 

We are not only to learn from hiftory, 
that certain battles were won, but b 
what means. To know the name of a 
village near which the armies met, or the 
Generals who commanded the right or 
left wing, were a very ufelefs fcience, if 
we do not, at the fame time, endeavour to 
fee in what manner each Commander 
turned his fituation, or other circumf{tan- 
ces, to advantage, He that burthens his 
memory with mere names and dates, reads 


to no purpofe. He only can be faid to 
read with utility, who compares the ex- 
amples of antiquity with his own times, 
and knows how to apply them on proper 
occafions ; but not without prudently re- 
colle&ting, that, in matters of policy, no 
two fituations were ever exaétly alike. 

Hiftory may be alfo confidered as a mo- 
nitor, reminding every fubjeé of his na- 
tural duty to his Sovereign, as tohim who 
bears the chief weight of the nation; it 
fhews us the neceffity of obedience to the 
laws, areligious obfervance of our oaths 
and promifes, of a chearful contribution 
for the public fafety, of being unanimous 
among ourfelves, and of making the infe- 
parabie felicity of our King and country 
the principal objeét of our vows ; for the 
annals of our fore-fathers fhew us that, 
whenever thefe duties began to languifh, 
the conftitution fhook, and foon after fell 
to ruin. 


DISCOURSE op the Queflion, whether Puays, or, THEATRICAL EnTER- 
TAINMENTS, make any real Improvement in the Moral Chara@er of Mankind. 


HE firft inquiry we make into thefe 
inftitutions, inftantly fhews us that 
plays are defigned to amufe ; and, if it be 
true that markind muft have amufements, 
it will be allowed at leaft that they are 
jawful, no farther than as they are necef- 
fary ; and that every ufelefs entertainment 
is an evil, efpecially toa fhort-lived being, 
whofe timeis fo precious. Man has plea- 
fures founded in his nature, in his occu- 
pations, his relations, his wants; and 
thefe being more exquifite in proportion to 
the virtue and innocence of the perfons who 
tafte them, render thofz perfons almoft in- 
fenfible of other enjoyments. A father, 
a fon, a hufband, a citizen, have duties 
of fo tender a nature, that it is employ- 
ment enough to difchargethem. A right 
ufe of time enhances its value, and the 
better it is employed, the lefs we have to 
fpare. Thus we ever find that the habit 
of labour renders inaétion tirefome, and 
that a good confcience extinguifhes all tafte 
for idle pleafures ; but it is difcontent, it 
is Jazinefs, it is the negle& of fimple and 
natural pleafures, that occafion the necef- 
fity of artificial amufements. To fee peo- 
ple’s attention intirely taken up by the 
ftage looks as if they could find no em- 
ployment within themfelves. It was na- 
ture ittelf that diétated the anfwer of that 
barbarian, to a perfon who had been ex- 
tolling the magnificence of the circus, and 
of the games eftablithed at Rome. Have 
the Romans (faid the good man) no wives 


nor children? The barbarian was in the 
right. We imagine ourfelves to be in com- 
pany at the theatre; whereas there every 
body is alone: Thither we go to forget our 
friends, our relations, our neighbours, 
only to concern ourfelves in fabulous re- 
prefentations, to lament the misfortunes 
of the dead, or to laugh at the living, 
Public entertainments are made for the 
people, and it is only by their effeéts on 
them that we can determine their abfolute 
qualities. There may be an infinite va- 
riety of thefe entertainments, as there is an 
infinite variety of manners, conftitutions, 
and charaéters in different nations. Na- 
ture is the fame I allow; but nature mo- 
dified by religion, government, law, cuf- 
toms, prejudices, and climates, becomes 
fo different from itfelf, that we muft no 
longer inquire for what is fuitable to man 
in general, but what is proper for him in 
fuch a place or country. 

With regard to the fpecies of public en- 
tertainments, this muft be determined by 
the pleafure they afford, and not by their 
utility. If there is any utility to be ob- 
tained by them, well and good: But the 
chief intent is topleafe ; and, provided the 
people are amufed, this view is fulfilled. 
This alone will ever hinder thefe inftitu- 
tions from having all the advantages of 
which they are fulceptible; and they muft 
be greatly mifiaken, who form an idea of 
perfetion, which cannot be reduced to 
praétice, without offending thofe whom 
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we would willingly inftrué&t. Hence a- 
nfeth the difference of entertainments ac- 
cording to the different charaéter of nati- 
ons. A people of an intrepid fpirit, but 
determined and cruel, will have fpeétacles 
full of danger, where valour and refolu- 
tion are moft confpicuous. A hot fiery 
people are for bloodfhed, for battles, for 
the indulging of fanguinary paffions. A 
voluptuous nation wants mufic and dan- 
cing. A polite people require love and 
gallantry. A trifling people are for mirth 
andridicule. ¢ Trahit fua quemque volup- 
tas.” To pleafe all thefe, the entertain- 
ment muft encourage, whereas in right 
reafon they ought to moderate their af- 
feétions. 

The ftage in general is a pifture of the 
human paffions, the original of which is 
imprinted in every heart; but, if the painter 
did not take care to flatter thefe paflions, 
the {peétators would foon be offended, not 
chufing to fee their faces in fuch a light as 
mu render them contemptible to them- 
felves. And, if he draws fome in odious 
colours, it is only fuch as cannot be called 
general, and are naturally hated. Thus 
the author fo far does no more than fol- 
low the opinion of the public; and then 
thefe odious paffions are always employed 
to fet off others, though not more lawful, 
yet more agreeable to the fpeétators. Rea- 
fon alone is of no ufe upon the ftage. A 
man without paffions, or that has them ab- 
folutely under his command, would en- 
gage nobody in his favour; and it has been 
obferved, that the character of a Stoic in 
tragedy would be intolerable; in comedy, 
at the moft would make you laugh. 

Let us not then attribute to the ftage a 
power of changing opinions or manners, 
when it has only that of following or 
heightening them. An author, who of- 
fends the general taft2, may as well ceafe 
to write, for nobody will read his works. 

The general effect of a play is to height- 
en the national charaéter, to ftrengthen the 
natural inclinations, and to give a new vi- 
gour to the paffions. In this fenfe one 
would imagine, that as this effect confilts 
in heightening, and not in changing the 
eftablifhed manners, the comic mufe would 


have a good effect upon the good, and an 


ill one upon the vicious. Even in the firft 
cafe the point would ftill be to know, whe- 
ther when the paffions are too much ir rita - 
ted, they do not degenerate into vices. 
We are not ignorant that the poetic art, 
fo far as it regards the theatre, pretends 
to acontrary effe& ; and to purge while it 
excites the paffions; but we have great 


diffculty to underftand this rule. Should 


we, to grow temperate and wife, begin with 
being intemperate and mad? Can the con- 
cern, the pain, the pity we feel during the 
play, and which continue fome time after 
it is over, can thefe be faid to be the fore~ 
runners of a difpofition to regulate and 
f{ubdue our paffions ? Thofe lively impref- 
fions, which by frequent repetition muft 
needs grow habitual, are they proper to 
moderate our affe&tions? Why fhould the 
idea of pain arifing from the paffions, efface 
the remembrance of joys which alfo flow 
from the fame fource? Is it not well known 
that all the paffions are filters, that one on- 
ly is fufficient to excite a thoufand, and 
that to combat one by means of another, 
is the way to render the heart more fenfi- 
ble tothem all? The inftrument that ferves 
to purge them is reafon; and reafon has 
no effect upon the flage. The poet is far 
from chufing the paffion he likes himfelf ; 
he is rather obliged to chufe that which is 
our favourite. At London a Lady interefts 
the fpeétators in her favour, by making 
them hate the French. At Tunis the fa- 
vourite paffion would be piracy ; at Mef- 
fina, deep revenge; at Goa, the honour 
of committing Jews to the flames. Should 
an author offendagainft thefe prejudices, he 
might write a very fine play, which no- 
body would go to fee a&ted; and then he 
would be taxed with ignorance, for having 
failed in the firft rule of his art, the bafis 
and foundation of all the reft, which is to 
fucceed. ‘Thus the ftage purges thofe paf- 
fions we have not, and foments thofe we 
have. Is not this a fine way to adminifter 
a remedy ? } 

There is then a concurrence of general 
and particular caufes, which muft hinder 
dramatic performances from attaining that 
high degree of perfe&tion, of which they 
are fufceptible, and from producing thofe 
good effeéts one might expe& from fuch an 
entertainment. But the ftage, you will 
fay, under a proper regulation, renders 
virtue amiable and vice odious. Indeed # 
And was it not the fame before there were 
plays ? Was it not ufual then to love ho- 
neft men, and fo deteft knaves? and are 
thefe fentiments weaker where there are 
no theatrical entertainments? The ftage 
renders virtue amiable! A great wonder 
truly, that it fhould do what nature and 
reafon have done before it! Knaves are ha- 
ted upon the ftage ;——Are they liked in 
fociety, when known to be fuch? Alas! If 
the beauty of virtue was the work of 
art, it would have been Jong ago disfi- 
gured! The fource of that affection 
which attaches us to virtue, and infpires us 
with an averfion to vice, is within our- 
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felves, and not in the play. Art cannot 
produce, it can only employ, this affec- 
tion. The love of beauty is a paffion as 
natural to the human breaft as felf love ; 
it does not {pring from an arrangement of 
the fcenes ; the author dares not carry it 
thither, he finds it there ; and by flattering 
that pure paffion he draws thofe melting 
tears from the audience. 

Imagine a comedy as perfe&t as you 

jleafe: Where is the man that, upon go- 
ing to fee it the firft time, is not already con- 
vinced of what is proved there, and alrea- 
dy prejudiced in favour of thofe who are 
reprefented in an amiable light ? Man has 
always an honeft heart in whatever does 
not perfonzlly relate to himfelf. In 
quarrels where we are barely {peétators, 
inftantly we efpoufe the caufe of juftice ; 
and at every knavith aét we conceive the 
higheft indignation, fo long as we derive 
no benefit from it ourfelves : But, as foon 
as we find our intereft concerned, our fen- 
timents begin to change ; and then it is, 
but then only, that we prefer the evil 
which redounds to our profit to that good 
which we naturally love. A knave is in 
love with virtue, there is no manner of 
doubt ; but it is with his neighbour’s vir- 
tue, becaufe he hopes to benefit by it; he 
does not chufe to have any himvelf, be- 
caufe it would be expenfive. What is it 
then that he goes to fee at the theatre? 
‘The very thing which he would be glad to 
find every-where ; virtuous leffons to the 
ublic, out of which number he excepts 
Pimtelt and people facrificing every con- 
fideration to their duty, winle fiom him 
no duty is to be expected. 

Some will fay that tragedy excites the 
audience to pity by means of terror: Be it 
fo ; but what fort of pity is this? A fleet- 
ing concern, which lafts no longer than the 
ilufion that gave it birth; a remnant of 
natural tendernefs, quickly ftifled by the 
paffions ; in fhort, a barren pity, fed with 
a few tears, and never produétive of the 
Jeaft a& of humanity. By fhedding tears 
at thofe reprefentations, we difcharge all 


the duties of humanity, without any other 
Inconveniency: But real miferies require 


fomething more ; namely, to affilt, to con- 
fole, to eafe the unfortunate, which would 
be making us fhare in their afflictions, and 
at leait involve us in troubles, from 
which, through our natural indolence, we 
would willingly be exempt. It may be 
faid, that we are narrow-hearted, for fear 
of the expence with which pity is at- 


tended. 


Upon the whole, theftage has its rules, 
its maxims, its morals, as well as its lan- 
uage and drefs, We fay to ourfelves, 
this will not do for us; and we thould 
think ourfelves as ridiculous to adopt the 
virtues of our theatrical heroes, as to talk 
in verfe, or to ftrut in a Roman habit, 
You fee then the ufe of all thofe grand 
fentiments, and thofe brilliant maxims 
that are extolled with fuch emphafis ; they 
ferve only for the ftage, and to represent 


virtue as q theatrical puppet, proper’ 


enough to amufe the public, but too faol- 
ifh a thing to be ferioufly introduced jnto 
fociety, ‘Thus the happieft impreffion of 
the very beft tragedies is to reduce all the 
duties of humanity to a few barren affec. 
tions; to make us extol our courage by 
commending that of others, our humanity 
by bewailing the miferies which we might 
relieve, and, our charity by faying to a poor 
man, God blefs you. 

The ftage, it is true, might wear a plain- 
er drefs, and the theatrical tone in comedy 
might be levelled to that of real life : How- 
ever, manners are not correéted thus, but 

ainted ; and deformity does not appear 

ideous to an ugly fellow.——If we 
would corre&t them by a caricatura, we 
quit probability, and the piéture is of no 
effe&t. A caricatura does not render ob- 
jeéts odious, but ridiculous ; and hence 
arifeth a very great inconveniency, that, 
through fear of falling into ridicule, vice 
no longer ftrikes us with horror, and we 
cannot cure the former without encoura- 
ging the Jatter. But why fhoyld this op- 
pofition be fuppofed? Becaufe honeft men 
never deride knaves, but hold them in con- 
tempt ; and nothing is lefs pleafant and ri- 
fible than indignant virtue. On the con- 
trary, ridicule is the favourite weapon of 
vice. tis with this it attacks the reves 
rence due to virtue, till at length all fenfe 
thereof is extinguifhed in the human breaft, 

Thus we are obliged to give up that 
empty idea of perfeétion, which fome 
would fain attribute to plays, as directed 
towards the public utility. Ir is a mif- 
take to expeét they fhould fhew us the 
true relations of things: Fos, in general, 
the poet only wants to alter thefe rela- 
tions, in order to adapt them to the pub- 
lic tafte. In comedy he deals in “minia- 
ture, and finks below nature; in tragedy, 
he fwells to heroifm, and rifes above hu- 
manity. ‘Thus they are never in propor- 
tion, and we always meet with beings on 
the ftage that bear no refemblance to our- 
felves, 
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From the on, and Memoirs of the Royvat Acapemy of SclENCES at 
ARIS, juft publifoed, for the Year 1759. 


Obfervation on a DUNGHILL that bad taken Fint. 


UNGHILLS acquire, by their in- 

teftine fermentation, a confiderable 
heat which raifes from them a great quan- 
tity of vapour or fmoke ; but it feldom 
happens that this vapour blazes into 
flames, particularly in the midft of winter, 
and when the dunghills are expofed to the 
open air: This, however, happened at the 
ftables of Ris, in Normandy, towards the 
end of the year 1758. The laft days of 
the month of December of that year, a 
very confiderable inflamed vapour was 
perceived to rife from one of the pools or 
pits of dung belonging to thofe ftables, 
and the fire was found in the dung of that 
pool to the depth of upwards of eight feet. 
A great quantity of water was thrown in 


Obfervation on the Errects 
O N the 13th of June of the year 1759, 


towards nine o’clock in the evening, 

the tky being clear and ferene, with a fre 
gale of wirid that blew from the north, 
the reétor of the village of Captieux, with- 
in two leagues of Bazas, perceived in the 
air a pillar of fire, which feemed to proceed 
from the eaft to the fouth ; but fome trees 
foon after obftruéted his further view of 
it. Returning home, in order to go to 
bed, he was fcarce laid down, when he 
heard a cry of fire ; his brother ran quick- 
ly.to the ftable, where the fire appeared ; 
the flames already filled all parts of it, 
and difappeared with equal celerity. He 
faw four horfes killed on the fpot, with- 
out any mark of burning ; and the whole 
dunghill was confumed by the fire, which 
alfo left behind it‘fo ftrong a fimell of ful- 
phur, that he had like to be fuffocated, 
and it was with fome difficulty that he was 
brought to himfelf. The ftable - loft, 
however, did not take fire, two holes only 
being found in it of three or four inches 
diameter ; but all the timber of the roof 
was in flames, and there was a neceffity 

of pulling it down for faving the houfe. 
About an hour after, another pillar of 
fire appeared, which difcharged itfelf into 
the little river de la Gainere, with a lou- 


to extinguith it, but this help was to no 
purpofe ; it burnt for upwards of feven 
days fucceffively, when it was found ex- 
dient to make a trench to feparate it 
rem other dung-pits, and to carry it off 
to the meadows, where it fill burned till 
the tenth day. There was water under 
this dunghill which did not hinder it from 
catching fire ; and its heat was fo great, 
that it even warmed the water very confi- 
derably. In the relation of this fingular 
fact, fent to M. Guettard, and which he 
communicated to the Academy, no men- 
tion is made of any extraordinary circum- 
ftance which might feem to give occafion 
to it ; fo that it is folely attributed to the 
great putrefaétion of the dunghill. 


of a PILLAR of FIRE. 


der report than thunder: And what is 
truly daguler is, that, during this dread- 
ful noife, the fky was clear, and without 
clouds, as above obfervéd, and the night 
was exceeding fine. 

The Bithop of Bazas, who gives an ac~ 
count of this phenomenon im a letter, 
communicated to the Abbet Nollet, and 
by whom the Academy was informed of 
it, adds in this letter, that he had feen the 
fame day to the north of Bazas, at the ex- 
tremity of the horizon, a like fire, which 
was believed to have burnt a houfe at St. 
Pey-de-Langon, in the night-time, as 
none could account for its taking fire. 

The more our obfervations are multi- 
plied, the more we fee that pillars and 
globes of fire are not unfrequent: We 
are ftill, notwithftanding, very ignorant of 
their nature, whether they have the fame 
caufes as thunder, or whether they are 
produced by an eleétrical matter. This 

thaps we might have known, had there 

een a bar of iron in that place, fuch as 
thefe as have been erected for difcovering 
the analogy of thunder with the eleétrical 
matter: We cannot multiply too much 
the means of knowing what paffes in na- 
ture. 


Singular Errect of ELECTRICITY. 


FAYOL, the Profeffor of Na- 

/A.° tural Philofophy in the feminary 
of Sulpicians, at St. Andeol, in Vivarais, 
fometimes made experiments of eleétricity 
with @ gtais tabe, four feet long, filled 


with filings of iron, and whofe extremity 
was armed with a fmall wire of the fame 
metal, implanted in the cork that ftopped 
its aperture. One evening, about fine o” 
clock, in June 1754, whilft he amufed 
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himfelf in his chamber with rubbing and 
ele&trifying the tube, 2 feminarift, who 
lived over liim, chanced to water at the 
fame time a box of fweet bafil that ftood 
on his window. He had fcarce {prinkled 
water on the box, when it appeared to him 
covered all pver with little {parks of fire, 
which appearance lafted till the earth had 
imbibed the water ; but, as often as water 
was fprinkled, fo often the fparks were a- 
gainfeen. Struck with this phenomenon, 
herelated it the next day to Father Conrat, 
who, having been prefent the evening be- 
fore, whilft the Profeffor was rubbing the 
tube, fufpected immediately that this phe- 
nomenon was an effect of ele&tricity. “Fho’ 
his conjeéture was juft, the Profeffor would 
not for fome time allow it, from the diffi- 
culty of conceiving how there could be a 
communication between his tube and the 
box of bafil, which was near eight feet 
difant from it ; and, indeed, it feemed to 
have the.air of a little prodigy.. The 
Profeffor, however, repeated the exper'- 
ment, urged by the friar’s importuni- 
ties, whilft he repaired to the feminarift’s 
cliamber to water the bafii; the event was 
exactly as he had conjectured, the {parks of 
fire appeared again. Soon after, the Pro- 
feffor, willing to be aflured himfelf of the 
phenomenon, went up, in his turn, to the 
feminarift’s chamber, whilft Father Conrat 
was employed in rubbing the tube in his, 
and he faw the fparks of fire on the bafil 
as foon as he watered it. ‘The only differ- 


ence was, that thofe fparks were not {o 
brilliant, as when he rubbed the hebe 
himfelf, the friar not having been fo dex. 
trous in producing a ftrong eleétricity, 
The next day the whole feminary was 
witnefs of the fame phenomenon. By ex- 
amining, however, a little into thefe cir. 
cumftances, the marvellous will difappear ; 
for, the glafs tube being filled with filings 
of iron, the greateft part of the eleétricity 
paffed in, and this eleétricity could iffue out, 
and dart in tufts through the extremity of 
the iron wire that paffed through the cork, 
Befides, ele&tricity, iffuing out by tufts, 
communicates itfelf, as-is known, to very 
great diftances ; it might therefore reach 
the ceiling and the'wall ; and when the 
box of bafil was watering, the water run- 
ning on all fides, and wetting the {tones un- 
derneath, and perhaps the floor, the moif. 
ture, by that means, became a kind of con- 
duétor, which, perhaps, tranfmitted to the 


bafil a part-of the weak ele&tricity whiich - 


the ceiling or wall received. In fhort, the 
eleStricity was therein retained, becaufe the 
dry ttone of the environs clofed it in by 
itfelf, and it is well known that ftone does 
not tranfmit electricity as water or metals. 
Hiftories abound with narratives related as 
marvellous, which, in the main, are no- 
thing more than fo. many electrical fa¢ts. 
The detail of this experiment was fent by 
Father Conrat himielf to the Abbot Nol- 
let. 


A Cavurion concerning POISONOUS. PLANTS, 


EVERAE treatifes have been writ- 
ten on plants which are commonly 
ufed, and it were to be wifhed that fome 
were written alfo on thofe which ought 
not to be ufed, or are hurtful or poifonous, 
One cannot believe how many accidents 
happen for want of knowing thofe plants, 
as well as fome forts of fruits, champig- 
nons, &c. which are endued with equally 
fetal qualities. Our: hiftories, the Philo- 
fophical Tranfagtions, and other collec- 
tions afford us numberlefs proofs of this ; 
and it would be likewi& neceffary’ that 
thefe treatifes on plants and vegetable poi- 
fonous fubftances fhould be well .cireula- 
ted, and thofe plants, &c. fo well.defcri- 
bed, that all might eafily know them, 
particularly peafants, foldiers, and others, 
who are always, or often, in the country. 
In 1715, was given an account of three 
German foldiers, who died in lefs thaa 
half an hour for having eaten of the Cicu- 
tarin Aquatica, which they miftook for the 
salamus Avomaticus, which is proper for 
‘ettifying the fromach. Seventesn fol. 


diers of the regiment of Flanders were 
lately poifoned in the ifland of Corfica, by 
eating a poifonous, umbelliferous plant, 
known to Botanifts by the name of 
Oenanthes fucco virofo croceo, and which 
the natives of the country call Ockio Grifo. 

Thefe foldiers having eaten in the even- 
ning of a pottage, in which they put fome 
of this plant, in order to heighten the tafte, 
were immediately feized with vomiting, 
and a] the fymptoms that indicate poifon = 
Two died before they could be relieved ¢ 
the fifteen others were fent off to the hof- 
pital of Ajaccio, when M. Vacher, phy- 
fician of the King’s troops, and of that 
hofpital, having treated them with emetics, 
evacuants, cordials,:and a fuitable regi- 
men, faved them from death. They 
were, however, not in a condition of leav- 
ing the ho/pital till fix days after, and one 


of them was not fully recovered till the~ 


three and twentieth day. It is from M. 
Vacher himfelf that the-Academy had this 
account, to whom he fent the dried plant 
with its lower, and together with it a cir- 

cum ftantiad! 
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cumftantial detail of the fymptoms that 
appeared in the foldiers, and the treatment 
whereby he cured them ; all which form 
an interefting tra&t of hiftory on this ve- 
getable poifon.. He prefumes that acids 
might be its antidote from the fuccels 
with which he employed the oxymel {cil- 


The GIRL of SPIRIT. 





My 


plain fo-—-ber youth of the 


———lack I had o-ther guife things in 





mo-—ther would fain have 
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liticum. It appears by thofe fymptoms 
that what befel thofe foldiers is not unlike 
that which Mr. Watton relates in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfaétions, and that the 
Oenanthes produces really on the nerves 
the effects feveral. phyficians have already 
fpeken of, 


4NEW SONG. 


ob—--lig’d me to 
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< Kit --ty, no boo-by me—chanic, no boo-by | me---chanic, no boo-. 
<{ ——by,no boo--by. me-chanic “for Kit—--ty, 
\. 
: . 2. 4. 
Of virtue and grace, and obedience, and fo With lovers by fcores 1 do juft as I will, 
She fermon’d it wonderful pretty ; The burden my name of each ditty ; 
But leis of the parfon, and more of the beau, A hubfband is furely a furfeiting pill, 
Had better diverted her Kitty, Cards, opera’s, aflemblies, for Kitty. 
> 3: 5. 
I was cutb’d and was beat till I counted fixteen, Whilft youth’s'o’my fide, with the wits o’the town 
—e handfome, tall, {prightly, and witty, I'll giggle, play gamefome and {kitty ; 


hen was led into each frolickfome {cene 
By a world all devoted to Kitty. 


But, foon as I find that the fun’s going down 


A fool and a fortune fos Kittty, 
Nz A fesoud 
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A fecond Extra from. Mr. Wodhull’s 
Poem on the Equality of Mankind.—See 
the firft in our laff Supplement. 


HE chain}; whofe two. extremities unite, 
Prefenting ftill.a middie to.our fight, __, 
Where link by link ia fruitlefs earch, we tend 
Yet find not a beginning or an. end, 
Talk as we pleafe, diflemble how we can, 
Prefents a juft fimilitude ef man ; 
Who, in each ftate.of lite conftrain’d to own 
A ftri& dependence, ufelefs when alone, 
Cleaves, tho’ a Monarch, to his native dung, 
And venerates the foil from whence he fprung. 


View firft the fave, whom his unhappy fate 
In galling fetters to fome foreign ftate 
‘Tears from his deareft home ; there bafely fold 
By thofe, who truck humanity for gold, 
Abus’d, negleéted, finking with diftrefs, © 
When all is dark, and hope alone can blefs ; 
Ev'n then thro’ life’s dim curtain he defcries 
Some happier regions, and ferener fkies, 
Where Commerce never rears her impious head, 
‘No fiends, approach, no Miffionaries tread. 


Next him the peafant, whofe inceffant toil, 
Harfhly requited, tills the rugged foil, 
Prefs’d by the barbarous infults of the Great, 
The foolith prodigatity of ftate : 

Yet his low couch no thorny cares moleft, 
His even fpirits yield unbroken reft, 


Thofe reftlefe beings next in order place, 
Whofe motley ftations wear a doubtful face, 
Who, dragg’d by fortune into middle life, 
That vortex of malevolence and ftrife, 
Envying the great, and {coffing at the mean, 
Ox {wollen with pride, or wafted with chagrin, 
Like Mahomet’s unfettled athes, dwell 
Midway fufpended between Heav'n and Hell. 


Clad with thofe titles ancient Juftice gave 
‘To grace the wife, the generous, and the brave, 
O’er thefe afcend the fycophants of power, 
The mafters tools, the minions of an hour, 


Laft of the group, to clofe this irkfome fcene, 
Childithly great, and eminently mean, 
Behold the Monarch, whefe exalted throne, 
Dupes to their fear, his eaftern vaflals own ; 
‘When by - toil, which earns the hind’s hard 

read, 

His fplendor is maintain’d, his lux’ry fed ; 
Is not a wretch like this to either fide 
Of life’s perverfe extremities allied ? 
Here to its fource the line revolving tends, 
Here clofe the points, and here the circle end. 


When Ipft, when rapine, when ungovern’d rage 
Strongly charaéteris’d the iron age ; 
Law foon became a neceffary ill, , 
Vice edg’d the fword and gave it force to kill 3 
Monarchs, we fee, were then at firft defign’d 
4\ general good, a blefling unconfin’d. 
¥or public welfare, not for private ends, 
Frow Lie to fon the regal crown éefcends, 
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When Kings fupport afflited virtue's caufe, 

Curb potent vice, and vindicate the laws, 

Our high refpeé defervedly they fhare, 

Not for themfelves, but for the truft they bear, 
As on the flippery pinnacle they ftand . 

Of brittle grandeur, with rapacious hand 

If they affume unlimited domain, 

And madly govern with perverted rein 

The vaft machine of empire ; to the skies 

Afcend the widow's tears, the orphan’s cries 5 

A Cato’s fpirit; or a Gicero’s tongue, 

With keen refentment animates the throng ; 

Some Hampden hears his gafping country’s groan, 

And in juft vengeance fhakes a guilty throne, 


Ye fields of Nafeby, where the thund’ring 
hand 


Of Freedom greatly profper’d ; where that band 

Of hardy Patriots refolutely bore, 

Thro’ ftorms of horror, and thro” feas of gore, 

Their country’s charter, {natch’d in happieft 
hour 

From facerdotal wrath, and kingly power : 

Oft as your tow’rs, on which dread vengeance 


wrote 
Strong characters, and blafted where fhe {mote, 
In youth’s gay feafon fix’d my roving eye, 
How did I hail that fcene of viétory ! 
Ev’n now methinks I fee brave Fairfax tread 
Th’ enfanguin’d plain ;—to grace the warriors 
head 
From Fame’s unfullied grove let Virtue bring 
Thofe Jaurels green with everlafting {pring : 
Illuftrious meed, too oft profufely firewn 
To deck the precinéts, of Ambijtion’s throne, 
To crown fome proud infringer of the laws : 
But due to vengeance, due to Britain’s caufe. 


While parties rage, O Truth, with honeft zeal 
To thee proteétrefs of my lays, I kneel ; 
O deign to thew me in their real light, 
Stripp’d of that glare, which cheats the dazzled 


fight 

The Chiefs, whofe blazon’d deeds and founding 

worth 
Ufurp a fphere above the fons of earth ; 
Ope dark Futurity’s inftru€tive womb, 
Conduét me to the manfions of the tomb, 
Where titles ceafe, where worldly pomp is o’er, 7 
Mute are the nine, and flattery foothes no more: 
So may I take a more impartial view, 
Forget the rank, and give the man his due. 


Yet what regards it or the world, or me, 
How Fame awards her pofthumous decree, 
If man unconfcious of her loudeft breath 
Sleep a cold tenant of the vale of death ? 


But fhal] the peafant from his turf-bound 
grave ‘ 
Or rife no more, or wake again a flave ? 
And fhall the Monarch in a future ftate, 
With the fame vifionary pomp elate 
Refume the trappings of his loft command, 
And wield a mimic fcepter in his hand ? 


Tho” gloomy bigots paint a partial God, 
Bare his red arm, and lift his fcorpion rod inp , 
\) 
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Tho’ on & text perverting zealots dwell, 

Till Scripture fuits the purpofes of hell ; 

Think for thyfelf ;—fuppofe life’s voyage o’er ; 
Think for thyfelf, and envy, Kings no more ; 
Refign’d and calm await that awful hour, 

That crifis of all fublunary, power, 

When wreaths of glory hal adorn the juft, 
And empire’s proud Colofius fink to doft. 


Extra from PRIDE. A Poem. 
Inferibed to JouN Wixks, Eg. 
By an Englifhman, 

AIL, Corfica, than whofe recorded name, 

None e’er ftood fairer on the rolls of fame! 
Rapt at the found, my foul new ardour fires, 
Each thought impaffions, and each ftrain infpires; 
Pity, to injur’d honour that is due, 
Pleads in my heart, and bids me pity you 
For worth like thine one honeft with receive 3 
*Tis all the mufe, and all the friend can give. 

Oft as at eve, life's bufy cares forgot, 
I court the filence of fome lonely grot, 
Safe from the winds that roat, the ftorms that 
pour, 

For cohtemplation fteal one peaceful hour ; 
There, loft to felf, each ancient tra& explore, 
Enrich’d with treafares of hiftoric lore, 
Grom Cato’s poniard feel the ftroke of fou 
Or quaff, with Socrates, life's parting bowl, 
Or, Curtius like, from life a blefs’d releafe, 
Plunge to the depth, and give my country peace ; 
Whate’er the Good can move, the Great infpire, 
Of Roman virtue, or Athenian fire, 


Their Heroes, Patriots, Chiefs, well pleas’d I fee ° 


The laft, the grand epitome in THEE, 

¥e, who are flaves of pow'r, or drones of peace, 
Ambition’s tools, or votaries of eafe ; 
Who owe your weight to ribbands or a name, 
Mere nothings, but for badges of your thame ; 
Ye foul ftate-jobbers, money-mong’ ring elves, 
Who'd beggar nations to enrich yoarfelves ; 
Ye gay court puppets, capering, {queaking things, 
Who move exaét, as B— fhall pull the ftrings ; 
Ye May-blown Chiefs, whofe glorious manly 

trade is 

Your foes to mimic, and to kill the Ladies ; 
Jack-pudding Statefmen, who, on folly’s wing, 
Sport with your country, and burlefque your K, 
¥eL rs, honeft, juft, and wife, 
Stand forth, with all your terrors of Excife; 
Tho’ bound to heal your bleeding country’s 





caufe, 
Ye fcourge her fons with rods of penal laws ; 
If not quite abjeét, nor quite loft to thame, 
Your hearts can feel one particle of fame, 
Stand forth ; on Corfica refleét, and fee 
Not what you are, but what you ought to be : 
The general good’s the't aim ; no flavith awe 
Marks man from man, but Liberty is law ; 
No venal Senates public credit drain, 
No K— enflav'd by creatures of his reign ; 
Kind Nature’s gifts the want of birth fupply ; 
Patriots and foldiers on thefe gifts rely s 
OF public honours Merit is the teft, 
And thofg obtain them who deferve them bef, 


tos 


Such is the ftate, whefe out of fathion plan 
Prefumes that liberty was made for man, 
Which ~ affert the birthright Heav'n be- 
ow'd, 
When firft it:greatly form’d him, when he 
low'd 
With ray immortal, ere the abje&t word 
Of flave was knewn, or Kings had made a Lord ; 
In this vile age, no virtue now rever'd, 
No godlike patriot prodigy rd, 
Till one fmall fpo¢ (for in th’ Almighty’s book 
The fmalleft {pot is never overlook'd) 
Held forth the wonder to’all Europe’s thame, 
Produc’d th man, and—Pao xr his name, 
Go on, immortal man! the path purfue 
Mark’d out by Heav’n, and dettin’d but for you j 
Fix your firm hope on this, on this your truft ; 
Your arms muft conquer, as your caufe is juft, 
O! could I catch thy fire, that fire divine! 
Take all my foul, and give me half of thine, 
Blufh, ye fall’n fons of glory! (yet if not 
The con{cious pow’r of blufhing is forgot) 
Roufe all your fire ! (if yet one fpark remains 
Within the Lethe loit’ring in your veins) 
By Heav’n it makes my life’s beft blood run cold, 
Then glow to madnefs, when thy ftory’s told ; 
On thofe vile flaves be Heav’n's choice thundet 
horl’d, 
Who, chain’d themfelves, would gladly chain a 
world ; 
Who cry, like paflive pigeon-liver'd tools, 
* Perith for freedom ? madmen, Quixotes, fools t 
* Say, in what age this freedom can we fee ?” 
—Once twas the pride of Britons to be free : 
But frem that height (how loft) how low they 
fell, 
Afk not the mufe, this figh, alas, will tell! 
Britons indeed are. not what once they were ; 
Peace to the prefent, to the paft—a Tear. 
How aretthe mighty fallen! how the fem 
Of glory wither'd ! how the brighteft gem 
Of honour fullied! Albion’s fons of old, 
Rough from the ftamp, and glowing from the 


mould, 

Blefs’d in the little fpot that Heav'n had lent, 
Their eyes fpoke freedom, and their looks con~ 

tent 5° 
As watchful patrons of the public good, 
Amidft the ftorms of ftate unfhaken ftoed, 
Firm as their oaks whofe tops the tkies invade, 
The grace and guardians of the plains they thade« 


The LAR K,, th OWL, and other 
BIRDS. A FasBte. 


ESOLVE me, why the man of parts, 
A friend to learning, or to arts, 
Ts ever by a dunce'rejected, 
Shunn’d by the crowd, and quite neglected < 
Why fools and knaves, on either hand, 
The world’s efteem and all command ; 
The point I'll clear, Sir, if I'm able ; 
And take it in the following fable : 
© By chance I walk'd at early day, 
To tafte the fweets of fragrant May ; 
The verdant woods before me rife, 
And Sol attracts my wand’ring eyes 5 
Him 
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Him o’er the diftant hills-behold, 

Who tips their tow’ring heads with gold, 

Ie happ’d, that, from a neighb’ring barn, 
An ow! fled o’er the rifing corn, 

Who ne’er an art or merit knew, 

Yet, gath’ring crowds obfequious fews . 
They gladly follow’d where the led, 

And heap’d encomiums on her head, 

One faw, and prais’d her lovely face, ~ 

And fome her flow majeftic pace ; 

Some prais’d her fhape, and others find 

A thoufand wonders in her mind ; 

Ang then her voice, how clear! how ftrong! 
And chorus’d ftill the hooting fonz, 

* Mcan-while, a lonely Jark afpires, 
Apoilo’s art his bofom fires ; 

He flutt’ring mounts on airy wings, 
fing, gently rifing, fweetly fings : 

He {weetly fings, tho” fings in vain, 
Uaheeded by the feather’d train. 

(Such notes could Boroncini bring ? 
Flew e’er fuch funds from Pinto’s {tring ?) 
I trae’d th’ afpiring bird along, 

And caught this true, but humble fong : 
. © The man that would be rich and great, 
And gaina very large eftate ; 

(The greateft bleffing Fate can give ; 
Without it who would with to live ?) 
Let him ne'er con great Homer o'er, 
Nor Newton’s heav’nly foul explore, 
Nor traverfe Hogarth’s beauteous line, 
Ner Euclid’s elements define : 

Hold ev’ry art in high derifion, 

And learning deem an empty vifion : 
Bot ftill purfue the crowd of fools, 
And ftudy all their knavith rules ; 

His bark to all their motions trim, 

And in their turn they'll follow him ¢ 

Be to their vices ever kind, 

And print thefe maxims on his mind : 

* All birds alike, in wit or feather, 
{Believe the proverb) flock together + 
Fools follow owls (a numerous race) 
Ingenious men, and larks are fcarce.” 


On reading the Paragraph of an Accident 
avhich lately happened to the facetious 
SAMUEL Foote, £/. 


H Footer! how many Ups and Downs! 
How often thou’ft mifcarried ! 
What, break your leg, my friend! why, zounds, 
You might as well be married, 


A vicious wife—a yicious horfe— 
Hard fate, if flung by either! 

Bet which is beft, or which is worfe ? 
De’el take em both together ! 


When you took Dublin’s Printer off, 
His gate and manner ftretching, 
Lew mage you fly for making f{cotf—~ 

See Mocking now is catching, 
A wooden limb is now the talk, 
And Bumour’s Goddefs begs 
‘That if you ride, or if you walk, 
_ Wou'll Jeata to keep your Legs, 
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Th DISAPPOINTMENT. 


- ONG time had Strephon (country fwain) 
Addrefs’d young Mira of the plain ; 

Declar’d his love with artlefs tongue, 
And, fonnets often to her fung : 
And, when her milk had fill’d the pail, 
He’d bear it joyous o’er the vale ; 
Proteft he'd do it;—-run and fly, . 
And, for her fake, he vow'd would die.— 
Thus things went on ;— both man and maid 
Each other lik’d, and each agreed : 
Now nought remain’d but Strephon’s tafk, 
The maiden’s father’s leave to afk ; 
Whom he accofts : —— ¢ Cleanthes, hail ! 
€ Attentive liften to my tale : 
© Icome, good Sir, your will to know, 
* If Mira I may have or no ? 
* Ilike her well ; the me the fame, 
€ So your confent to afk I came.” 

*¢ No Strephon, no, we fhan’t agree, 
** For John I muft prefer to thee, 
“¢ That lives in yonder cottage there 5 
*© Poffefs’d of forty-pounds a-year, 
** Befides a world of goods and cloaths ;=—= 
%* He is the man I’ve for her chofe.”” 

Now, thunder-ftruck poor Strephon ftood, 
And, mutt’ring, vow’d-—he—wou'd—he wou’d 5 
Aye, that he wou'd, he foon fhould fee, 

In fpite of father marry the.— 

No fooner thought, but Mira fair 

In Strephon’s fight did then appear ; 

He ran to meet her—catch’d—embrac’d,— 
Cieanthes after came in hafte ; 

O’ertook them both, and, with a frown, 
With all his might knock’d Strephon down 5 
Caught hold of Mira “‘ Come away ! 
** Your aged parent firft obey ; 

*< T know what’s beft for future life ; 
“¢ A pretty wench !—a ploughman’s wife ! 
‘< Ne, no, my girl, not quite fo hot, 

«© Friend John, who lives in yonder cot, 

© °Tis he’s allotted for your mate, 

«* And you for him fome time muft wait ; 
« He’ll keep you fomewhat like a man, 

* And better far than Strephon can ; 

*¢ So think no more of him I pray, 

¢* But home with me come ftraight away.”” 

Thus parted, Time brings all things round 
And Mira now to John is bound ; . 
In one perpetual difcord they ; 

John vows he’li rule—fhe fhall obey : 
Dath go the things upon the floor, 

And crock’ry-ware’s throwa out of door 5 
The forty pounds to nothing gone, 

And John has Mira left alone : 

She aies with grief in great diftrefs ; 
Cleanthes mourns without redrefs ; 

Too late repents his felfith will, 

The only author of the ill, 


REFLECTIO.N, 


Why then, ye parents, why fo much adore 
The root of evil—tempting, glitt’ring ore ? 
Why make a pair for that unhappy live, 
Whea love itfelf can richer comfort give ? 
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*Tis them alone the marriage-ftate admire, 
Whofe hearts are kindled by love’s pleafing fire ; 
'Tjs them alone can truly love the ftate, 

Add bear thro’ life the matrimonial weight : 
For, where the hearts do both at variance ftand, 
Tis not the metal will efteem command. 


Affairs of the American Colonitts, 


Jamaica, O€tober tr. 
HINGS have been: extremely dull 
here, but now an appearance of bet- 
ter times, there being a profpect of a good 
crop, and the Spaniards~begin to drop in 
with their dollars. 

.$t. Chriftopher’s, Nov. 4,°4765. On 
Thurfday night, the 31ft of Oétober laft, 
avait number of people gathered at the 
tavern of Mr.’ Nolans, and about eight 
o'clock proceeded to the houfe of Mr. 
John Hopkins, who was deputifed by Mr. 
Tuckett, diftributor of the ftamp-papers, 
whofe houfe contained the ftamps ; at their 
arrival they gave three huzzas, and de- 
manded the papers, which were delivered 
by. a woman, and were committed to the 
flames, a fire being made before the depu- 
ty’s door; and, upon the conciufion of the 
burning, Mr. Hopkins was made to fwear 
never to “be concerned with ftamp-papers 
any more, nor ever to fuffer them to be 
kept in his houfe: Yet the mob were not 
fatisfied with that, but fearched his houfe 
through, till they were well convinced they 
were all delivered up ‘and burnt. Mr. 
Hopkins was alfo made to conduét the 
mob about three quarters of a mile in the 
country, where Mr. Tuckett was conceal- 
ed, who furrendered himfelf to them, and 
was brought to the public market, with 
drums beating, and was there made to 
fwear never to have any further connec- 
tions with ftamp-papers, and that he had 
no commiffion (for that was moft wanted 
to be burnt) and he was forced to fubmit 
to do any thing that they chufed. 

They then went to the Secretary’s office, 
where about four or five quire were ; but, 
the keys of the door not being ready, the 
mob broke it open, and the ftamp-paper 
was burnt before the office; Mr. Smith, 
the Secretary, was then conduéted home 
with great acclamations ; they then march- 
ed to the Marfhal’s office, where one 
quire of the ftamps was, which, being dee 
manded, was delivered up by the Marfhal, 


, and burnt before his door ; they afrer- 


} 


wards marched to the Cuftom-Houfe, but 

upon the Colleétor’s declaring over and 

over, upon his word of honour, that not 

one ftamp was in his office, they were re- 

conciled, and went their tour through the 

tewa for the whole night. To-morrow 
‘ 


Chufe then, ye young, but chufe with caution 
fill, 
Let not the fum e’er banlk the honef will ; 
Be true to each ; be kind and gen‘rous too, 
Then Hymen will your happine({s renew, 


continued from Page 50 of our laft. 


night will be burnt the effigies of the dif- 
tributor of the ftamps and his deputy on a 
gallows. The deputy received no other 
damage but having his door pulled down, 
and a few fhingles ript off his houfe. 

After the above affair many of the inha- 
bitants of St. Chriitopher’s went to the 
ifland of Nevis, where they in the evening 
of the ft inftant, being joined by the peo- 
ple of Nevis, went to the ftamp-office and 
demanded the paper, which was given to 
them, which they burnt ; but, the fire not 
being, as they thought, large enough, they 
hauled up one of the— barges and burnt 
it. 

Philadelphia, November 28. The ma- 
nufactures of this province are now daily 
coming to town. Several pieces of fuper- 
fine homefpun American eloth, fuperior to 
any from Britain, is now left at the coffee- 
houfe for fale. 

Barbadoes, November 4. The ftamp 

act now begins to ftamp away our money, 
Barbadoes, above all the other Weft-India 
iflands, will be ruined by this law. The 
fiamp duties are all to be paid in fpecie ; 
and we have fuch a fcarcity of cafh, that, 
when 12 or 35,0001. is annually fent home 
for ftamp duties, our trade muft perith. 
_ New-York, December 5. We hear that 
bills of exchange have fallen r2 and a half 
per cent. and it is thought that they will 
fall as muci. more: No trifling advantage 
to the province thefe bad times, owing to 
the money aét, which prevents our iffuing 
bills of credit as formerly ; and the mer- 
chants having countermanded their orders 
for goods, in confequence of the ftamp 
a&t. This, and the great increafe of ma- 
nufactories among us, will compenfate for 
the late troubles and difficulties we have 
undergone. 

New-York, December 5. The follow- 
ing is an abftraét of the votes and proceed 
ings of the General Affembly of this pro- 
vince, now fitting in this city : 

Qn the zoth of November Mr. Juttice 
Livingtton, from the Committee appointed 
on the 18th of OStober 1764, for corre- 
fponding with the feveral Affemblies of the 
British colonies in America, on the fubje& 
of the late a&ts of Parliament, reported, 
that, on Odtober laft, the Committee had 
met the Commitees from feveral other Go- 

yer ments, 
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Vernments, in a congrefs, to confult on the 
prefent circumftances of the colonies, &c. 
and that the congrefs had come to feveral 
refolutions, and drawn up reprefentations 
to both Houfes of Parliament, praying re- 
lief, &c. The proceedings of the congrefs, 
being laid before the Houle, were unani- 
moufly approved, and it was refolved, 
That for obtaining relief againft the ftamp 
aét, and other aés of Parliament levying 
duties and taxes on the colonies, humble 
petitions be prepared to be prefented tothe 
King and both Houfes of Parliament, as 
nearly fimilar to thofe drawn up by the 
congrefs, as the particular circumftances 
of the colony will admit. And a Com- 
mittee was appointed accordingly. 

On the 28th, the Houfe having been in- 
formed that an unprecedented attempt had 
been made, during the late recefs, to de- 
prive the inhabitants of this colony of their 
ancient and undoubted right of trials by 
their Peers, by bringing an appeal from the 
verdiét of a jury, in a caufe between For- 
fey and Cunningham ; a grand Committee 
was ordered to take the matter into their 
confideration, and the fame afternoon the 
Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee to 
confider the attempt. 

. New-York, December19. On Tuefday 
evening, a great multitude of people ap- 
peared and paffed through moft of the 
ftreets in this city, attending and carrying 
a gallows, on which hung the effigies of 
three men ; the firft for being one of the 
principal authors of the ftamp aé ; the fe- 
cond for having endeavoured to enforce it 
by ordering our veffels to be itopped ; and 
the third for having executed the firft 
flamped inftrument that has appeared in 
this place, and for having uttered (as was 
reported) many opprobrious fpeeches a- 
gainft the inhabitants for oppofing the aé&. 

The middle figure was dreffed in fcarlet 
robes, with a boot at his fhoulder, out of 
which appeared the Devil prefenting him 
the ftamp aét. ;' 

The twe other figures were dreffed in 
laced cloaths and hats, labels were affixed 
to all of them to fignify their charaéter and 
offences. ‘They were at laft carried into 
the fields, where a fire was kindled, and 
they, with the gallows, were all confumed 
together, 

Bofton, Dec. 23. Ata meeting of the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the 
town of Bofton, on Wednefday the 18th 
day of December, 1765, they unanimoufly 
voted and appointed a Committee to fign 
and prefent the following memoria} to the 
Governor in Council ; 
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To his Excellency the Governor, in 
Council: 
The memorial of the Town of Bofton 
Humbly theweth, 


* THAT your memorialifts, having 3 
juft fenfe of the value of the Britith con. 
ftitution of government, under which they 
have enjoyed all the bleffings of civil life, 
cannot but be deeply affeéted, when the 
channels through which thefe bleffings are 
derived to us are obftruéted ; which is at 

refent our unhappy cafe. The Courts of 

aw within the province, in which alone 
juftice can be diftributed among the péo- 
ple, fo far as refpeéts civil matters, are to 
all intents and purpofes fhut up; for which 

our memorialifts apprehend no juft and 
egal reafon can be affigned.” 

- The meeting was adjourned to Saturday 
following, at which time they again met, 
when the Committee informed the town 
that they had prefented the above memo- 
rial, and had a hearing before his Excel 
lency the Governor and Council upon the 
fubje&-matter thereof the evening before ; 
and they then delivered to the town a copy 
of the refolutions of the Honourable Beard 
thereupon; which, being read, was una- 
nimoufly voted to be unfatisfatory ; and, 
after fome debates, the meeting was ad- 
journed to Thurfday next, at ten o’clock 
in the forenoon, in order to confider what 
further legal fteps fhall be taken to obtain 
redrefs of the grievance complained of. 

Bofton, December 18. ‘The Cuitom- 
houfe in this town is now opened for the 
— out of veffels, a certificate being 
given that ftamp-papers are not to be had. 
The unhappy difturbances in America, in 
confequence of the ftamp duty, are the 
caufe of the following queries, &c. 

© Did we not feeond your defigns in your 
expedition againft Carthagena, by fending 
4000 men thither; which you there ufed 
up? Or have you forgot our giving you a 
peace byftaking Cape- Breton in 1745, and 
thereby delivering you from your enemies ? 
The fuccours that we gave you at Marti- 
nico are too recent to have efcaped your 
memory : And, if the North- Americans 
had not feafonably arrived at the Ha- 
vannah when a raging diftemper carried off 
your troops, it is prefumed the place could 
not have been taken. 

* It is true, you took Quebec, in con- 
junétion with the Royal Americans, who, 
during that war had above 15,000 men in 
the field. Now you, on your fide of the 
water, make a merit of taking Canada for 
our fakes—but you know better-and that 
it was for your own fakes, 

* For 
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«For thefe above- mentioned fervices you 
have rewarded us with infupportable taxes, 
ftamp duty, &c. And that you, our ten- 
der parent, whom Mr. fays, has 
pad us in our infancy, fhould not be 
wanting in aéts of kindnefs to us, you have 
Jong fince favoured us with pouring out 
your neceflaries upon us; I mean, by 
emptying all your gadls, and fending us 
your excrefcences, who praétife murder 





News Foreign 


February 1. 
Copenhagen, January 14. 

UR late Sovereign the King of Denmark, 
Frederick the fifth, afer having laboured 
{cme months under a dropfical diforder, expired 
this morning between one and two o'clock, at the 
palace of Chriftianfburg, in the 43d year of his 

age, and the zoth of. his reign, 

About.eleven this melancholy event was. for- 
mally made known at Court, and notified, as 
ufual, from the balcony of the palace, by Baron 
Bernftorff, as firft Minifter of State, who, at the 
fame time, declared the acceffion of Chr ftjan the 
feventh to the thrones of Denmark and Norway. 
The young King was pleafed to thew himfelf to 
the people from the balcony ; and was immedi- 
ately afterwards proclaimed through the city by 
the heralds. 

His Majefty, after having. confirmed all the 
chief Minifters, and other Officers, in their for- 
mer pofts, is gone out of town to Friderickfberg, 
intending to remain there fome time in_ retire- 
ment. Inthe mean time, the gates are fhut, and 
the city militia have taken the guard of them, 
and of all the other pofts here, till the reguiar 
troops fhall have {worn fidelity to their new So- 
yereign, 

All the Royal Family were in the deepeft af- 
fli&tion, efpecially the Queen: Dowager, the late 
King’s mother. 

On Tuefday, a young fellow, genteely dreffed, 
came with a forged Jeiter to Mr. Mufgrave, fil- 
ver-worker in leathe:-lane, recommencing .him 
asa lodger, juft came.to town... Mr. Mufgrave 
entertained the fpark, and after fupper he was 
Jodged in a genteel chamber; but carly in the 
morning he went off, after {tripping his lodging- 
toom of goods and effects to the value of near 
thirty pounds. The rogue had counterfeited the 
hand -writing of Mr. Mufgrave’s friend fo nicely, 
that he took it to be a genuine letter. 

Yefterday 80c0 quarters of wheat were entered 
for exportation. 

Rome, January 4. The Chevalier de St. 
George, Edward-Francis, who.died here the firft 
inftant, married on the 28th of May 1719, at 
Boutogne, the Princefs Maria-Clementina, daygh= 
ter of James-Louis Sobieski, Prince of Poland, 
by which marriage he left two fons, namely, 
Prince Charles-Edwa:d-Louis, born December 
31,1720, and Prince Henry-Benoit, born March 
6, 1725, raifed to purple in 1747, under the tile 
ef Cardinal York, 
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and robbery here ; for the roads between 
Philadelphia and New Jerfey are more 


. dangerous to pafs than ever Hounflow- 


heath was ; -fifteen of thefe wretches (who 
you favoured us with the 30th of laft 
March from Newgate) are luckily taken, 

* Such are fome of the precious returns 
from .our indulgent parent, for our many 
fervices,’ : 


and Domefric. 


February 3. 

On hearing the long-contefted eleGtion relating 
to the rectory of Riack-friars, before the Right 
Hon. the Lord Chancellor, in the Court of Chan- 
cery at Weftminfter-hall, it was the opinion of 
the Court that the inhabitants had no right to re- 
duce the number ef candidates at the firft elec- 
tion, which of courfe made it void. 

February 4. 

The following circdmftance may with certain- 
ty be depended on. ~A proprietor in the Eaite 
India ftock having, at the laft eleétion for Direc 
tors, made a transfer of five hundred pounds, to 
qualify him for a vote, he fometime after caiied 
upon his friend, and demanded a re-transfer of 
his .property. Upon which the other, with a 
world of compofure, replied, ¢ Sir, if you were 
fool enough to imagine that.I fhould be guilty of 
perjury, merely to pay you a compliment, you 
were damnably miftaken, I count it no breach 
of honefty to punifh a man who wanted me to 
be a villain ; and if I ever hear a fingle fyllable 
from you again on this fubje¢t, I thall publifh an 
account of the tran/action in every paper in Eng- 
land, and leave the world to-judge which of us 
two is the greaceft fcoundrel,” 

February §. 

Berlin, January 18,. Yefterday-evening the di- 
verfions ot the Carnival began here, when the 
Opera of Achilles wes afted, at. which his Ma- 
jefty and all the Royal Family wére prefent. 

Some dangerous ripts have lately happened at 
Gla‘gow, and other patts in the weft of Scouaad, 
on account of the advanééd price of grain, 

February 6. 
' The laft letters ‘from Jamaica inform, that 
great irregularities’ ¢ontinuéd to be commit- 
ted by the French Jogwood-cuttérs, who are very 
numerous in the bay of Honduras. 

Petitions fiave beem prefented from the manu- 
fagtures.of broad-cloth at Melktham in Wil's, 
praying relief under the prefent decay of their 
trade to North America. 

Petitions alfo have been received frem the 
blanket weavers, at Witney in Oxfordthire, com- 
plaining of the great decay in their trade to Noith 
America, . 

Letters received by Monday’s poft inform, that 
at Birmingham, Walfall, Wolverhampton, Shef- 
field, and other towns, where the hardware ma- 
nufatories are carried om, the inhabitants are 
greatly. diftreffad for want cf trade, and by the 
dearnels of coin apg othe? provisions, ° 

D —; February 
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February 7. 
SHERIFFS appointed by his Majefty in 
Council, for the Year 1766. 

Berkfhire, William Eaft, of Hall Place, Efq. 

Bedfordfhire, Philip Field, of Barton, Efq. 

Buckinghamfhire, George-Richatd Carter, of 
Chilton, Efq. 

Cumberland, John Chriftian, of Unerigg, Efq. 

Chefhire, Peter.Brooke, of Mere, Efq. 
— and Hunt. John Goddard, of Elm, 

qe 

Cornwall, Thoms Trefry, of Fowey, Efq. 

Devonfhire, Poftponed. 

Dorfetthire, Thomas Robinfon, of Coombe 
Keynes, Efq. 

Derbythire, Edward Sacheverell Pole, of Rad- 
borne, Ef. 

Effex, Jofeph Keeling, of Fingeringhoe, Efq. 

Gloucefterfhire, William Dallaway, of Brimf- 
comb, Ef. 

Herttordfhire, John Seare, of Tring, Efq; 
Herefordfhire, Harcourt Aubrey, of Clehonger, 
Efq. : 
Kent, William Wilfon, of Plaiftow, Efq. 

Leicefterfhire, Charles James Pack, of Preft- 
would, Ef. 

Lincolnthire, John Somerfcales, of Eaft Ra- 
vendale, Efq. 

Menmouthfhire, William Wirfmore, of Pan- 
ty Goytre, Efq. 

Northumberland, Henry Ovllingwood,of Corn- 
hill, Ef. 

Northamptonfhire, Sir George Robinfon, of 
Cranford, Bart, 

Norfolk, John Norris, of Witchingham, Efq. 

Nottinghamthire, George Brown, of Ordfall, 
Efq. 
Oxfordfhire, Thomas Rollinfon, of Chadling- 
ton-Eatt, Efq. 

Rutlandfhire, James Tiptaft, of Braunfton, 
Ef 


q- 
Shropthire, Charles Pigott, of Peplow, Ef. 
Somerfetthire, James Tooker, of Chilcomp- 
ton, Efq. 
Staffordfhire, William Inge, of Thorp-Con- 
ftantine, Efg. 
Suffolk, Gabriel Truffon, of Kilfale, Efq. 
Southampton, Geoige Garnier the younger, of 
Wickham, Efq. 
Surry, John Small, the younger, of Lam- 
beth, Efq. 
Suffex, John Burgefs, of Brook-Houfe, Efq. 
Warwickfhire, John Bree, of Bewthall, Efq. 
Worcefterfhire, Thomas Cookes, of Harving- 
ton, Efq. 
asia Edward Medlicott, of Warminfter, 
a. 
Yorkfhire, Thomas Thornhill, of Fixby, Ef. 
SOUTH WALES. 
Brecon, Davis Jones, of Dany Crecg, Efq. 
Carmarthen, Evan Griffiths, of Clanreed, Efq. 
Cardigan, William Jones, of Doloclotiwr, 
Eiq. 
Glamorganfhire, William Curre, of Cle- 
“menftor, Efg. 
Pembrokethire, William Williams, of Ivy- 
tower, Eig. 
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Radnor, Samuel Beavan, of New.church, 
Efq. 
NORTH WALES, 


Anglefey, Hugh Williams, of Ta-Fry, Efq. 
Caernarvonthire, Hugh Williams, of Pentir, 
Efq. 
Denbighfhire, Evan Lloyd Vaughan, of Bodi- 
drift, Efq. 
—“—— Thomas Kyffin, of Coed y Brain, 
q. 
Merionethfhire, Edward Vaughan Pughe, of 
Tu Gwyn, Efq. 
—_—— Owen Owen, of Tynycoad, 

, February 8. 

St. James’s, February 8. This morning, at 
four o'clock, her Royal Highnefs the Princefs of 
Brun{wick was happily delivered of a Prince, 

Thurfday night the body of the late celebrated 
Mrs, Cibber, was decently interred in the cloyf- 
ters, Wefiminfter-abbey, 

Thurfday Jaft a publican on Saffron-hill, fuf- 
pecting his brewer, had his cafks of two-penny 
guaged, which were found about two gallons each 
fhort of meafure, — What a pity it is that brew 
ers are not as punifhable for fhort meafure, as ba- 
kers for fhort weight. 

February Io. 

Copenhagen, January 25. The body of the 
Jate King of Denmark, having been embalmed, 
lies now in ftate on a bed prepared for that pur- 
poe, in the great falon, where drawing-rooms 
ufed to be kept atCourt. After having been ex- 
pofed fome time to the public in this manner, it 
is to be removed to a magnificent Caftrum Dolo- 
risin the chapel royal ; and from thence, after 
another interval, to be remored in proceffion to 
the cathedral church of Rotfchild, the ufual 
burying: place of the Danifh Monarchs ; but it is 
believed the preparations for the folemnity of this 
grand funeral, cannot be ready before the middle 
of March, 

February 11. 

Venice, January 22. Yefterday in the after- 
noon, the funeral obfequies were performed here 
for the late great Chancellor, with much the 
fame pomp and ceremony as are obferved for 
a Doge. All the fecular ciergy of Venice walk- 
ed in proceffion with lighted wax candles in their 
hands, from St. Mark’s church, and through 
St. Maik’s piace to the church of St. John and 
Paul, foliowed by the {chool, or confraternity of 
St, Mark, with great numbers of very large wax 
tapers upon fingle ftands of prodigious fize. In- 
ftead of the corpfe, an image of the deceafed, ta- 
ken in wax, was carried, expofed upon a bier, at- 
tended by the mourners dreffed in long black 
cloaks, ending in the point of a cone, very high 
above their heads. The Vice-Doge, accompa- 
nied by the fix Counfellors, and the three Capi 

di Quaranta, and all the Secretaries, each with a 
Noble Venetian upon his right hand, clofed the 
proceffion, The image, or the fuppofed corpfe, 
was depofited upon a magnificent catafalco, or 
feaffold, ereéted from the bottom to the top of 
the chuseb, aad illuminated af gver with wax 
candles 
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eandles. The folemnity concluded with an ora- 
tion in Latin in praife of the deceafed, 


February 12. 


CIRCUITS appointed for the Lent 


Ass1zext, are as follow: 
HOME CIRCUIT. 
Sir Edward Clive and Sir Sidney Stafford, 
Knights, the Judges. 
Thurfday, February 27, at Hertford, for Hert- 
ford, 
Monday, March 3, at Chelmsford, for Effex. 
Monday, March 1c, at Maidftone, for Kent, 
Monday, March 17, at Eaft Grinfted, for 
Suffex. 
Wednefday, March 19, at Kingfton, for Surry, 
OXFORD CIRCUIT. 
Sir John Eardley Willmot, Knt. and George 
Perrot, Efq. 
Berkthire, Monday, March 3, at Reading. 
Oxfordhhire, Wednefday, March 5, at Oxford. 
Worcefterthire, Saturday, March 8, at Worcef- 
ter. 
City of Worcefter, Saturday, March 8, at 
Worcefter, 
Gloucefterthire, Wednefday, March 12, at 
Gloucefter. 
City of Gloucefter, Wednefday, March 12, at 
Gloucefter. 
Monmouthihire, Saturday, March 15, at Mon- 
mouth, 
Herefordthire, Tuefday, March 38, at Here- 
ford, 
Shropfhire, Saturday March 22, at Shrewf- 
bury. 
Staffordfhire, Thurfday, March 27, at Stafford, 
NORFOLK CIRCUIT. 
The Right Hon. Lord Camden, and Sir Richard 
Adams, 
Bucks, Monday, March 3, at Aylefbury. 
Bedfordthire, Thurfday, March 6, at Bedford, 
Huntingdonfhire, Saturday, March 8, at Hun- 
tingdon, 
Cambridge, Tuefday, March 11, at Cambridge, 
Norfolk, Friday March 14, at Thetford, 
Suffolk, Tuefday, ‘March 18, at Bury St, Ed- 
mund’s. 
WESTERN CIRCUIT. 
Sir Henry Gould, and Sir Richard Afton, 
Southamptonfhire, Tuefday, March 4, at the 
caftle of Winton, 
Wiltthire, Saturday, March 8, at New Sarum. 
Dorfetfhire, Thurfday, March 13, at Dorchef- 
ter. 
Devonfhire, Monday, March 17, at the caftle 
of Exeter, 
, te of Exeter, the fame day, at the Guild- 
all, 
Cornwall, Monday, March 24, at Launcefton. 
Somerfetthire, Saturday, March 29, at the caf- 
tle of Taunton, 
MIDLAND CIRCUIT. 
Sir Thomas Parker, and Sir Jofeph Yates. 
: Rutlandfhire, Wednefday, March 5, at Oke- 
am, 
Lincolnthire, Thurfday, March 6, at the caftle 
of Lincoln, 
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City of Lincoln, Friday,“ March 7, at thecity 
of Lincoln. 

Nottinghamfhire, Wednefday, March 12, at 
Nottingham. 

~Town of Nottingham, Thurfday, March 13, 
at ditto. 

Derbyfhire, Saturday, March 15, at Derby. 

Leicefterthire, Thurfday, March 20, at the 
caftle of Leicefter. 

Borough of Leicefter, Friday, March 21, at the 
borough of Leicefter. 

Northamptonfhire, Saturday, March 22, at 
Northampton. 

City of Coventry, Wednefday, March 26, at 
the city of Coventiy. 

Warwickthice, Thurfday, March 27, at War- 
wick, 

NORTHERN CIRCUIT. 
The Right Hon, Lord Mansfield, and the Hon, 
. Henry Bathurft, Efq. 
City of York, Wednefday, March 19, at the 


- Guildhall of the faid city. 


Yorkthire, Wednefday, March 19, at the caf- 
tle of York. 

Lancafhire, Saturday, March 29, at the caftle 
of Lancafter. 

CHESTER CIRCUIT. 
Hon. John Morton,Efq; and Taylor White, Efq. 

Chefhire, Tuefday, March 18, at the caftle at 
Chefter. 

Flinthhire, Monday, the 24th, at Flint. 

Denbighfhire, Saturday, the 29th, at Wrex- 
ham, 

Montgomeryfhire, Friday, April 4, at Pool. 
NORTA WALES CIRCUIT. 
Hon. Danies Barrington and James Hayes, Efq. 

Merionethfhire, Monday, March 24, at Bala, 

Anglefey, Saturday, the 29th, at Beaumaris. 

Caernarvonthire, Friday, April 4, at Conway, 

SOUTH WALES CIRCUIT, 
Joha Williams, Efg; and William Whitaker, his 
Majefty’s firft Serjeant at Law, 

Radnorfhire, Wednefday, March 26, at Peef-" 
teign. 

Breconfhire, Tuefday, April 1, at Brecon. 

Glamorganfhire, Monday the 7th, at Care 
diffe. 

February 13. 

Yefterday was fold by avétion by Thomas 
Skianer, of Gofwel]-ftreet, at the Senegal coftee- 
houfe, ia St. Michael's ailey, Cornhill, for four 
thoufand four hundred pounds, one thirty-fixth: 
fhare in the King’s moiety of the New River. 

Wednefday Captain Smith, of the Lord Cam- 
den ; Captain Richardfon, of the Pigot; and 
Captain Dewa-, of the Speaker, took leave of the 
Directors of the Eaft-India Company, to proceed 
on their refpective voyages, 

February 14. 

Yefterday a carman was conviéted before the 
Right Hon, the Lord Ma_ or, for working an un- 
licenfed cart in Leadeoh. il-market, and paid a 
fine of gos. 

Yefterday a man was fined by his Lordhhip, 
for keeping a bil:iard-tab! in his houfe, aud fuf- 
fering playing ; and the table was ordered-to be 
deftroyed. 


O 2 February 
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February 15. 

Yefterday morning, about four o'clock, the 
Nosth-mail cart, going through Tottenham Wath 
way, was under water ; the horfe was drowned, 
and the boy, with great difficulty, faved, 

Yefterday morning the waters were fo much 
out, that feveral wageons from Bedfordfhire, 
Buckinghamfhire, Northamptonhhire, &c. loaded 
with peri, veal, poultry, and other provifions, 
did not arrive at Newgate, and other markets, till 
feveral hours after the faid markets were over. 

On. Tuefday, according to annual cuftom, the 
charity of Henry Smith was diftributed to the 
poor of all the parifhes in the county of Surry. 
Smith was a filver-fmith in London, but in 1691 
left his bufinefs to go a begging. He left 501. a 
year to every market-town in Surry, and 10 |, a 
year to almoft every parith in the county, except 
Mitcham, which he fet afide becaufe be had 
been whipped out of it as a common vagrant. 

: February 17. 

Saturday a baker, in the liberty of Weftmin- 
fter, was carried before Sir Jobn Fielding, for fel- 
ling one half peck loaf, and two quarterns, want- 
ipg in weight no Jefs than 32 ounces ; for which 
he paid the penalty of 8 1. being the fum agreea- 
ble to law. 

February 18. 

Dublin, February 1. The Mayor, Sherifs, and 
Common Council of the city of Corke, having 
wWnanimoutlly voted the freedom of that city to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the fame has ac- 
cordingly been prefented to his Exc Ilency in a 
gold box, of exqu:fite workmanthip, and very 

- highly ornamented, together with the foilowing 
agdrefs ; 

. To his Excellency Francis Seymour, Earl cf 

Hertford, &c. 

«* We the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Common- 

Council of the city of Corke, in Council afiem- 


bled, take this opportunity of returning your Ex- 


celJency our moft fincere thanks for your great at- 
tention to the prefervation and happinets of the 
people of this kingdem, in forwarding with fo 
much difpatch the bill to prohibit the exportation 
of com for a limited time, whereby the inhabi- 
tants of this very extenfive and populous city have 
been relieved from all apprehentions of fearcity, 
which muft and ever wil! make your Excellency’s 
name loved and revered among us.” 

Dr. Charles Lucas, one of the Reprefentatives 
of this city in Parliament, hath been prefented 
with the freedom of the borough of Ennis, in the 
county of Claie (where he was born) ina filver 
box, accompanied with a moft polite letter from 
Sir Lucius O«Brien, Bart. Recorder of that cor- 
poration, 

February 19. 

Copenhagen, February 1. The 29th paft was 
his Danith Majefty’s birth-day, when lie entered 
into the 18th year of his age. The 30th was the 
birth-day of her Royal Highnefs the Princeis 
Louifa, his fifter, who is juft one year younger 
than hs Maje&y ; on account of the prefent me- 
Yancholy fituation of the Court, neither of thofe 
days were celebrated with the ufual feftivities, 
Ail whe appeared at Friderichherg came drefied in 
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black, The King however fhewed -himfelf fg 

the circle, dined in pudlic with the Royal Family, 

and was pleafed to make fome primotions, 
February: 20, 

Yefterday: his Majefty went to the Houf of 
Peers, in the ufual ftate, and gave the Royal af- 
fent to the following bills, viz. 

The bill to continue the duties on malt, mum, 
cydet, and perry, for the fervice of the prefent 


ar. 

The bill to prohibit, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of corn, &c, 

The bill for allowing the free importation of 
oats. 

The bill to continue an act for allowing the 
free importation of Irifh provifions, for a further 
limited time. . 

The bill to make a navigable cut or canal from 
Little Gwendraeth river in the county of Caer- 
marthen, 

The bill to repair the roads from Tunbridge in 
Kent. 

The bill to inclofe Doddington-Common, in 
the county of Northampton. 

And to fuch other bills as were ready, 

On Thurfday Jaft a moft violent ftorm happen- 
ed at Wooburn Abbey, in Bedfordfhire, and places 
adjacent, and what is very remarkable, the rain 
froze as it fell upon the trees, by which means 
the branches of the trees, particularly in the park 
of his Grace the Duke of Bedford, were broke 
down by the weight of the ice, to the amouat of 
fome hundred loads +The damage done is incre- 
cible, 

February 21. 

‘As many perfons have been int'midated by re- 
ceiving incendiary letters, it muft undoubtedly af- 
ford great fatisfaction to thofe perfons in particu- 
Jar, and to our readers in general, to inform them, 
that George Sutton, of the parith of Sz. Botolph 
Alderfgate, and one of the Jate conftables of that 
ward, was on Wednefday, after a long and ftrict 
examination before the Right Hon. the Lord 
Mayor, at the Old Bailey, committed to Wood- 
ftreet compter, on a ftrong fufpicion of fetting his 
own houfe on fire a few days ago. It appeared 
on his examination that one of his lodgers fitting 
up late, difcovered a great fmoke in the houfe, 
and .went down to fee where it was ; but the 
landlord, who was up, made light of it, and 
wanted him to go to bed ; the lodger, however, 
infifted firft on looking about the houfe, when two 
links were found burning againft fome wood, 
part of a flooring burnt, and fome other damage 
done, This affair gave a fufpicion that the pri 
foner was alfo the author of the threatening Iet- 
ters which fome time-ago were dropped about 
Alde: fgate ward, and ftruck great terror into the 
inhabitants, as he-was at that time a conftable, 
and often pretended having received threatening 
letters abvut firing certain houles, Thefe letters 
were prodaced on his examination ; one of which, 
sy his Lordfhip’s order the prifoner copied, the 
orig:nal being read to him ; and on comparing all 
the letters with what he had juft written, the 
hand and ipelling anfwered exactiy, The prifon- 


es faid nothing in his defeace, only defixed that 
he 
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lg might be admitted to bail, but baving none 

ready, he was committed as above mentioned. 

Acurious Gentleman has obferved, that fince 
the time that great financier, the Right Honour- 
able Henry Bilfon Legge, was difcharged from the 
office of Chancellor of the Exchequer, in May 
3761, and Lord Temple and Mr, Pitt refigned 
the 18th of September that'year, no lefs than 523 
changes of places, Outs and Inns, happened, by 
the fluctuating ftate of minifterial influence; a 
circumftance hardly to be parallelled in the an- 
nals. 

Extract of a Letter from a Lieutenant of Artillery 
in the Eaft-India Company’s Service, to a 
‘Gentleman of Edinburgh, dated February 7, 
1765. 

«We are ftill profecuting the war againft 
Sovja Dowla, whd is almoft fairly expelled his 
own couatry. At prefent the army is employed 
in endeavouring to take Chanda Geer fort, near 
which I write this let:er. It ftands upon a very 
high hill, or rather rock, and on the very banks 
of the river Ganges, which makes it of the 
greateft confequence. You may have a azotion 
of its fituation from Edinburgh caftle, as it 
much refembies it, being vaftly fteep all around, 
with high rocks to climb, before one gets to the 
wall, I hope a few days more will make us 
mafters of it, which will be a great ftep towards 
reducing the whole country. ‘This place is about 
50 miles higher up the river than Patna, which 
is above 1cco miles from the fea. Part of the 
army is befieging Eliabad, Souja’s capital, about 
66 miles higher up the Ganges, a large city, 
with a {trong fort, defended with high and thick 
walls, Battering cannon is all at prefent wanted 
to make it furrender, which are already fet out 
for it. The country here is. extremely fertile, 
and has a very fine profpect, but the prefent fitu- 
ation of its inhabitants renders every thing very 
fearce ; liquors and other neceffaries muft all 
come from Calcutta, and are fold at extravagant 
prices,”” 

Letters from Gibraltar advife, that the new 
foitifications, on the landed fide, have been come 
pleated fince the arrival of Governor Irwin ; but 
that fome apprehenfions were formed of the 
gatrifon’s not being much longer fupplied, as 
ufval, with live ftock and provifions from the 
Barbary fhore. 

February 22. 
Extraét of a Letter from a Gentleman on Cotf- 
wold-hills, February 14. 

** After 30 hours {mall drizzling rain, which 
froze as faft as it tell, our trees are fo loaded with 
ice, that near 150 lime trees in the park of Powel 
Snell, Efq; at Guiting, are torn almotft to pieces ; 
and a great number of fir-trees of near 50 years 
growth, are broken off 15 and 18 feet. You 
May judge of the immenfe weight upon the trees 
when you are told, that a very trifling twig from 
an hawthorn buth was fo inveloped with ice, that 
it weighed feven ounces and an half, and the twig 
which collected it (when cleared of all the ice) 
weighed no more than a drachm. A poor wood 


Pidgeon left all the feathers of its tail frzen to 
the branch on which it roofted, 
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«* The accounts we have received of the efieGts 
of this moft extraordinary difpofition in the air te 
rain and freeze, would exceed all credibility, 
were it not authenticated by the moft undeniable 
proofs. In the parifh of Hawiing alone, 300. 
waggon loads are the leaft eftimate of the limbs 
broken from tlie trees there. At Birdlip, on 
Thurféay night, a peacock belonging to Mr, 
Biggs, was frozen on the branch where it was at 
rooft ; the branch broke, and in the morning the 
bird was found almoft dead with the cold, and the 
ice congealed to its tail weighed near a 109 Ih, 
Nor has this evil been confined to‘our bleak hills, 
People from the other fide of the country, towards 
Herefordfh.re, inform us, that it was fhocking te 
hear the clathing of the trees, and to behold the 
devaftation that is made.” 

On the 29th of January Iaft, as Mr. Bain- 
bridge, of Bolton, near Lancafter, was attempting 
to crofs the feven mile fands, in a thick fog, he 
loft his road, and wandered about till the floode 
tide came in and furrounded him ;_ he killed his 
horfe in galloping backwards and forwards, ia 
hopes to efcape the tide, and was fortunately ta« 
ken up (after ficating on the furface of the water 
about five hours, feated on the dead horfe, mo- 
tionlefs and benumbed with cold) by two youths 
belonging to the floop Providence, from Miln- 
throp, then riding at anchor, (fince arrived here) 
who towed him with their boat to the fide of the 
veffel, hoifted him with a tackle on board, rolled 
and rubbed his body, and finding fome appearance 
of life, tripped him, and cloathed him with dry 
cloaths, and applied fome brandy and’ water to his 
mouth, which, with great diiticulty, they got 
down his throat, Life vifibly returning, they 
carried him in their boat to a public-hopie, 
where, after being put into a warm bed, he seco- 
vered in a few hours. In the morning his horfe, 
with his leather bag, faddle, bridle, &c. wae 
thrown up within a {mall diftance of the public- 
houfe, 

February 24. 

They write from Tovlon, thet the greatef 
diligence is ufed there in fitting out the marine 
arfenais with all kinds of naval ftores, thip-tim- 
ber, &c. and two of M_ Bompart’s {quadson 
were fitting out for the Eaft-Indies, on board of 
which were to be embarked fome troaps and fet- 
uers for the ifle of Bourbon. 

Genoa, January 22. Our differences with 
Cosfica increafe more and more. The French 
cannot bring about a reconciliation with thofe 
iflandgrs by. fair means, and it is imagined that 
they are too politic to attempt it by force, 

The waters are fo out in Hertfordthire, that 
carriages are not able to pafs at South-Mims wath, 
A broad-whee! waggon with eight horfes, in at- 
tempting to pafs the fame, was very near being 
carried away by the torrent ; and the ftage-coache 
¢s have been obliged to go round to Hatfield, in 
order to pafs, 

Lifbon, January 25. Two packets arrived 
yeftercay ; the King George packet in nine days, 
with the mail of the feventh ; and the Duke of 
York packet in five days, with that of the rgth 
initant, 

His 
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His Majefty’s thip the Trent has feized feveral 
veffels at Georgia, not being cleared out according 
to the ftamp-aét. 

It was determined early on Saturday morning, 
in an Auguft Affembly, to bring in a bill for the 
repeal of the American ftamp-aét. 

The Houfe of Commons did not brea up till 
two o’clock on Saturday morning. Mr. Pitt 
continued in the Houfe all the time, though fo 
Jame with the gout as to make ufe of crutches : 
When he left the Houfe bx -:as huzza’d by ma- 
ny then prefent. 

Friday evening there were upwards of twenty 
men booted and fpuried, in the lobby of the 
Houfe of Commons, ready to be difpatched ex- 
prefs by the merchants, to the different parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland, upon this important 
affair. 

Saturday laft there was an univerfal joy to be 
feen in the countenances of every t.ue lover of 
freedom and trade in the city, on the hopes of the 
ftampea€ being repealed, and that the merchant, 
‘as well as the mechanic may hope once more to 
be able to pay their juft debts, and the many 
faétors be enabled to fet the poor to work, who 
have been too confiderable a time quite deftitute 
of work, as weil as the common neceflaries of 
life. The bel's in moft churches rang from 
morning tiil night; and particularly St. Michael’s 
Cornhill, which did not finsfh till near twelve 
o'clock, and concluded with forty-five platoons: 
And the following houfes were illuminated, viz, 
Mr. Hofe’s, fhoe-maker, in Cheapfide, where 
were exaétly forty-five lights; a hofier’s in the 
fame neighbourhood ; the Carolina and Penn- 
fylvaria coffee- houfes in Birchin-lane ; the Newe 
York, Grighby’s, Pertugal, Ecinburgh, and Am- 
fterdam coffee-houfes ; and the Cock tavern, or 
eating-houfe: At ali which houfes were drank 
the healths of his Majefty, the Queen, and the 
Royal Family. 

February 25. 

Capt. Stewart, on his paffage from Madeira, 
fpoke with a floop from Turk’s ifland, the mafter 
of which informed him, the Druid floop of war 
had been there, and had taken a formal pofleffior, 
in the name of King George the Third, of that 
ifland, and all the keys belonging thereto ; fiom 
whence fhe proceeded to Cape Francois, to report 
his proceeding to the French commandant at that 
place. 

The Augufta Eaft-Indiaman lately arrived, has 
had an extreme long paflage, having failed from 
Canton the 2d of April, and had only three days 
prov.fion when fhe came into port, and her crew 
verv fickly. 

We are told, that in all the ports of Norfolk 
they are thipping off all the corn they poffibly can 
buy ; and ave fo anxions of getting it entered, 
that they even fhip it on board hips that are un- 
rigged or repairing. —This we are informed is the 
cafe all over England ; all the corn being now 
beught up by the dealers for exportation. 

The States General of Holland have informed 
the Mag:ftrates of Amfcrdam, that as his Serene 
Highnefs the Prince cf Orange and Nafisu, as 
Hereditary Paince Stadtholder, Coptain General 
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and Admiral of that province, being declared of 
age, will take the reigns of government into his 
own hands on the 8th of next month, it is ordered 
that all the houfes of the inhabitants fhould be il- 
luminated that night from eight to twelve o’clock, 

By the lateft and moft exaét calculations, there 
are about three millions and a half of inhabitants 
in Ireland, and two millions in America and the 
Weft-Indies, and no more. . 

Ferbruary 26. 

The Hon. Houfe of Commons did not rife til] 

near three o'clock yefterday morning, 
Bia Ta Ss. 
Prince to her Royal Highnefs the Prin. 
cefs of Brun{fwick, at St. James’s, 

A fon to the Right Hon. Lady North, 

A fon to the Lady of the Right Hon. Lord, 
Carberry, 

A fon to the Lady of Thomas Symonds Pow- 
ell, Efq; at Pengethly, Herefordthite, 

A fon to the Lady of Benjamin Smith, Efq; 
in Paternofter-row. 


MARRIAGES, 
EV. Mr. Thomas Guerney, Vicar of 
Whitftable and Bapchild, Kent, to Mifs 
Auften, of St, Martin’s-hill, 

John Whitefield, Efq; of the city of Canter. 
bury, to Mifs Johnfon. 

Atheton Curzon, Efq; brother to Lord Scarf- 
dale, to Mifs Dorothy Grofvenor, fifter to Lord 
Grofvenor. 

Thomas Septimus Dalby, Efq; of Hurft; Berks, 
to Mifs Jofepha French. 

William Snell, Efq; to Mrs. Brookfbank, of 
Pa)l-mall. 

Sir Thomas Johnfton, Knt. of Littlebury, 
Efq; to Lady Anne Rollocks, 


DEATHS. 

Ohno Jeffreys, Efq; in the Geen Park, 

John Waldron, Efq; in Goodman’s fields. 

Mrs, Sufannah Maria Cibber, of Drury lane 
theatre, 

Rev. Mr. Jofeph Broomhall, at Great Rook- 
ley, Surry. 

David Mitchell, Efq; at Bath. 

Lady of the Right Hon, Lord Burgherih, at 
Bath. 

William. Peere Williams, Efq; at Cadhay, 
near Exeter. 

Right Hon. Lord Lifburn, at Crofswood, 
Cardiganfhire. 

Jenkin Lloyd, Efq; of Clockvain, Montgome- 
ryfhire. 

Edmund Anderfon, of Lewifham, 

Walter Swayne, E{q; ac Mile-end. 

William Thomfon, Efq; of Somerfiam, 
Huntingdon. 

PREFERMENTS. 
ORD Francis Seymour, Clerk, to the 
deanery of Wells, 

Thomas Hurdis, M. A. to the prebendary of 
the free chapel of St. George, in the cattle of 
Windfor. 

Rev, Mr, Whalley, to the rectory of the uni- 
ted livings of St, Margaret Pattens, and St, Gae 
briel, Fenchurch, 

Rev. 
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Rev. Dr. Caryl, to the vacant prebend of Can- 
terbury. 

Rev. Mr. Place, to the vicarage of Kirby 
Lonfdale, Weftmoreland. 

Rev. Mr. Biggs, to the vicarage of St. Hip- 
polite’s with Wymkey, Hertford. 

Rey. Mr. William Shackleford, to be Lec- 
turer of St. Michael’s, Queenhithe. 

PROMOTIONS, 
Amuel Cornith. Efq; to the dignity of a Ba- 
ronet of the Kingdom of Great Britain. 

His Grace the Duke of Dorfet, to be of his 
Majefty’s moft Hon. Privy-council, and Lord- 
lieutenant of the county of Kent, and of the city 
of Canterbury, and county of the fame. 

John Blunden, Efq; to the dignity of a Baron 
of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

Richard St. George, Efq; to the dignity of a 
Baron of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

B—K—TS. From the Gazette. 
Ames Bentley, of Kate-ftreet, filkthrowfter. 
Richard Tredwell, of Fleet-lane, coach- 
fpring-maker, 

Alexander Greeg, of Woolwich, Kent, taylor, 

Robert Watfon, of Nottingham, hawker. 

Andrew Wright, of Newcaftle upon Tyne, 
linen- draper, 

John Hamilton, of Lower Eaft Smithfield, 
victualler. 

John Bangley, of Cow-lane, cooper. 

Samuel Turner, of Woodbridge, Suffolk, fhip- 
builder. 

William Savage, of St. Ann, Soho, grocer. 

George Stephenfon, the younger, of Pattring- 
ton, York, grocer. 

George Stephenfon, the younger, of Pattring- 
ton, York, joiner. 

Benjamin Morris, formerly of St. Andrew 
Underfhaft, and now of the King’s-bench prifon, 
victualler, 

John Florry, of Birmingham, Warwick, 
merchant, 

John Welch, of Huntley, Gloucefter, inn- 
holder. 

James Bergeras, of London, merchant. 

Jofeph Blackburn, of Hunflet, York, money- 
{crivener. 

John Pipping, of Briftol, haberdather. 

William Collifon, Ifaac Appleby, and John 
Gibbon, of Southwark, brewers and partners. 

George Stokes, of Kidderminfter, Worcetter, 
mercer, 

Capel Trip, of Crofs, Somerfet, innholder. 

Thomas Whitehead, of Dunham, Notting- 
ham, linen-draper. 

James Madder, of the Tower of London, 
chapman. 


BOOKS publithed in Fezrvary. 


HE Hiftory of Sir Charles Beaufort, 
Lowndes, 5s. fewed. 
The Amours of Luss, or the Misfortune of Love, 
aNovel. Wilkie, 3 s+ bound. 
Eliza, or the Hiftury ot Mits Granville. Noble, 
5s. fewed, 
The Adventures of a Bale of Goods from Ame- 
rica, in Confequence of the Stamp-Act, Al- 
mon, 6d, 


IIr 


The ttue Intereft of Great Britain with refpec 
to her American Colonies, ftated and impar- 
tially confidered. Kearfley, 1s. 

The Rights of Parliament, vindicated-on Occa- 
fion of the American Stamp-aét. Almon, 1s, 

A candid Examination of a Pamphlet intitled, an 
impartial View of Englith Agriculture, Wil- 
kie, 1s. 

A plain and feafonable Addrefs to the Freehold- 
ers of Great Britain. Richardfon, 6d. 

Fourteen Sermons; by Thomas Secker, now 
Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury. Riving- 
ton, 5s. 

An Examination of the Alterations in Poor 
Laws, propofed by Dr. Burn, Beckett, 1s. 
An Effay on Grammar, as it may be applied to 
the Englith Language, in two Treatifes ; by 

William Ward, A. M. Horsfield. 

The Hiftory of Chriftina, Queen of Swedeng 
Kearfley, 3s. bound. 

Chirurgical Obfervations on the Diforders of the 
Urethra, Millar, 5s, 

The Morality of the Eaft, extraéted from the 
Koran of Mohammed. Nicol, 2s. 

Pynfent, a Poem. Williams, 1s, 

Political Treatifes ; by Sir William Mildmay, 
Bart. in Quartu. Harrifon, 12. 

The Hiftory of Vandalia, Vol. I. by Thomas 
Nugent, L. L. D. Nousfe, 11 1s. in 
Boards, 

The Regulation of the Britith Colonies confider - 
ed; By J. Dickinion, Efg; of Phiiadelphia, 
Almon, 1s, 64, 

Biographia Britannica, Vol. VI. Part If, Of- 
borne, 11. 10s, 

Ponteack, or the Savages of America, a Trajedy ; 
by Major Rogers. Millar, 2s. 6d. 

The Life of William- Auguftus, Duke of Cum- 
berland. Ridley, 4s. fewed. 

Letters religious and moral defigned for the En- 
tertainment of young Perfons; by Daniel 
Turner, Johnfon and Davenport, 2s. 64. 
fewed. 

Pride, a Poem, infcribed to John Wilker, Efq. 
Almon, 1s. 6d. 


Bills of Mortality from February 4, to Februe 
ary 25, 1766, 


Chriftened. 
Males 676 - 
688 : 7394 


Females 

622 Buried. 

148 | Within the walls 134 
81 | Without the walls 519 
53 | In Mid.and Surry 937 

189 | City & Sub. Welt. 493 

194 — 

247 

220 


Buried, 


1068 a 
1065 133 


Males 
Females 


Under 2 years old 
Between 2 and 5 
5 and 10 

10 and 20 
20 and 30 
30 and go 
40 and so 
50 and 60 
60 and 70 
7o and 80 
80 and go 
gcand100o — 
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